“WE NEED THE RUSSIANS” - A SOVIET REPLY

H. V. Sukanov, Moscow, First Deputy Chairman, Gostroi RSFSR, and Co-Chairman Theme 111 of Soviet-
Canadian Cooperation Replies to Dr. William Roger’s Editorial “We Need the Russians”, Published in

Newslerter April Issue.

I read with great interest your ar-
ticle “We need the Russians”, pub-
lished in Livable Winter Newslet-
ter (Volume 4, No. 2 April 1986).

In the article, the wish is ex-
pressed to know as much as possi-
ble about the experience in the de-
velopment of, and life in, winter
cities in the Soviet Union.

We believe that the wvaluable
experience learned from the
construction and operation of
cities and villages in the Soviet
North will be useful to Canadians,
as would the experience of
Canadian winter cities be useful
for us.

As a result, in 1984 the Canada-
USSR Arctic Sciences Exchange
Programme was elaborated and
ratified. This programme includes
among its several themes, the
“Construction and Operation of
Northern Cities and Towns”.

(The section concerning the
“Construction and Operation of
Northern Cities and Towns” is in-
cluded in Theme III of the Cana-
da-USSR Arctic Sciences Ex-
change Programme, which was
signed in April of 1984.)

The great Russian Scholar and
encyclopedist Mikhail Vasil’evich
Lomonosov anticipated as far back
as the 18th Century, that “Russian
power would accrue from Siberia
and the Arctic Ocean”.
Lomonosov, himself, a northern
native, was born and lived in
Arkhangel’sk, on the coast of the
White Sea.

These prophetic words of our
great  forefather have been
completely borne out. The entire
history of the socialist economy
has been characterized by a shift of
productive forces to the East and
North, and by an intensive
increase in these regions’ share of
the country’s industrial potential.

The long-term development
programme for the economy of the
northern regions of the USSR has
been determined by the Decisions
of the XXVII Congress of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union.

A new stage of Northern
development is characterized by
the transition from the building
and settlement of individual
resource deposits and cities, to an
integrated social and economic
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development of national economic
“territorial complexes”, equal in
territory to many European states.
For example, the length of the
Baikal-Amur railway line (BAM)
extends 3500 km from west to east.
About 100 new cities and villages
have been built along its track.
The northern regions of West
Siberia are being very intensively
developed, where, on account of
the oil and gas industry’s growth,
tens of new settlements appear an-
nually, some of which grow into
fairly large cities with populations
of more than 100,000 - for example,
Surgut, Nizhnevartovak, Nadym,
Novyj Urengoj, Kogalymskij and
others.

Examples of rapid urbanization
may also be cited in most other
northern regions of the USSR.
Qverall in the Soviet North, 74
percent of the population lives in
cities.

I would particularly like to note
that our notion of the northern
zone, or nothern construction-
climatic zone, is more strict than
the concept of winter cities. By
your definition, winter cities are
located north of 45 deg. N with a
January isotherm of zero degrees
Celsius. In fact, the majority of
Soviet cities have  winter
conditions, even if only for a short
period. On this basis they may be
called winter localities, although
there is no such classification in
Soviet climatology. Winter cities are
fascinating in seasonal change. Only
in these cities do you have spring,
summer, fall and winter, unknown to
southern cities. The bright, colourful
changes in nature and the contrasts in
weather, without question have an in-
vigorating influence on the way of life.

I am pleased that you remem-
bered the lines of the Russian poet,
Vyazemskogo, a friend of Pushkin,
about Mother Winter. For us, the
children of Russia, as severe as it is,
winter is nonetheless a mother. Possi-
bly, from it and from the vastness
of our land, there is much breadth,
purity, strength and kindess in the
Russian character.

The zone of the USSR North is
defined by the border of
permafrost ground, which extends
from Arkhangel’sk in the west to
Chukotka, Kamchatka and

Sakhalin in the East, along the 60
deg. north latitude, descending in
Siberia toward Lake Baikal. These
are the regions with an average
annual isotherm of zero deg. C. -
an immense cold store with huge
reserves of oil, gas, coal,
polymetallic ores, gold, diamonds,
forests, fish, berries and furs,
There, winter lasts for more than
half the year, roughly from October
to May. In January and February
the temperature reaches -40 deg. C.
Cities and villages may easily be
covered with snow up to a metre
high.

Clearing snow and ice in winter
is an important matter in the or-
ganization of life in northern cities.
Today, as a rule, powerful snow re-
moval equipment is used. After a
fierce snowstorm of several days,
this equipment enables the com-
plete removal of snow in 10-12
hours from highways and byways
on all city streets and sidewalks in
such a large northern city as
Norilsk (population 300,000).

There are of course in residential
developments so-called awkward
sections, where clearing may only
be done manually. In such
circumstances, the entire
population of the city is called out.
Incidentally, I have just returned
from Noril’'sk, where I inspected a
new residential-district  multi-
storied  project for 70,000
inhabitants. The density is over
11,000 m2 common  block
floorspace per 1 hectare of
residential area land. The building
density of Soviet northern cities, as
you correctly point out in your
article, is 3-4 times greater than in
northern cities in Canada.
Increasing the “compactness” and
density of buildings in northern
populated centres is one of our
main principles in the construction
of northern cities. This permits a
reduction in the length of high-
priced communication lines, and
increased economies of fuels and
energy.

In the region of the Soviet Far
North, members of 100 peoples
and nationalities, including 26
northern native nationalities, live
and work together in friendship.
More than 20 million people live in
500 cities and villages in the north-
ern region.



WINTER JUST NOT LONG ENOUGH FOR CHARLESWOOD SKI CLUB

Cross-country skiing for the
people of Winnipeg, Manitoba
would normally be perceived by
outsiders as flat-land prairie skiing.
The truth, however, is that skiers
willing to do some travel are
rewarded with some of the best
Nordic skiing in Canada.

Grand Beach Provincial - Park,
which is located only an hour’s
drive north of city, has seen the
development of excellent trails
among the hills created by the
ancient beaches of Lake Agassiz.
Spruce Woods Provincial Park,
found approximately two hours
west of Winnipeg, provides trails
among the sand dunes left by the
ancient Assiniboine River that
drained glacial melt to Lake
Agassiz. Both of these trail systems
provide warmup facilities along
the trails.

The Charleswood Ski Club, a
Winnipeg based recreational cross-
country ski club, has been
organizing day and weekend trips
to such excellent trails for the last
ten years. The philosophy of the
club is “to encourage people of all
ages and abilities to cross-country
ski and appreciate the outdoors
during the winter months.”
Towards this end the club hosts an
open house at the beginning of the
season to attract new members. Six
weekend trips and a week-long trip
to the Banff area in the Rocky
Mountains are organized by the
club’s executive. Club members
(numbering 179 this season) also
get together to ski local trails on a
day trip basis. A monthly newslet-
ter keeps the club membership in-
formed about club activities. The
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ski season includes two general
meetings and a number of social
events.

The shortness of winter is more
of a problem to the club’s executive
when organizing a very busy ski
season than the length of winter
perceived by others.

(Ed. Note: Program for this
year’s activities include weekend
ski trips to six resorts: New Year's
to Luther Village; Jan. 16 to 18 to

McTavish’s Riding Mountain
Resort; Jan. 30 weekend to
Westhawk Lake; Feb. 13 to

Carberry Spruce Woods; Feb. 27
weekend to Otter Falls Resort,
Whiteshell; and March 13 weekend
to Gull Harbor Resort, Hecla
Island. Each location has excellent
groomed trails ranging up to 13
km. and graded from novice to
expert. Comfortable motels are
available and costs range from $20
per person for one night at the
Whiteshell resort to $125 for four
days at Luther Village, including
meals. Whole families make up a
large part of the group. Transporta-
tion is by car pool. The plan is to
travel to the ski area on Friday eve-
ning in order to have as much time
as possible in daylight for skiing
on Saturday and Sunday.

The season’s trips are an-
nounced during November and
members are required to give two
weeks to a month’s notice of can-
cellation for each outing.

The season winds up with a
“Spring Break” skiing trip to the
Rocky Mountains typically using
motels in the Canmore area at
costs running up to $150 per room
for 4 days’ accommodation.

Annual fees for the club are $30
per family, $22 per couple or $15
single, which cover organizational
and membership activities includ-
ing two general meetings which are
also social events.

The club will organize lessons
for those interested and distributes
a number of pieces of literature
containing information as to how
to ski safely and detailing informa-
tions on trails and conditions.

Those interested in learning
more about the excellent organiza-
tion and procedures developed by
Charleswood Ski Club can get
more information by writing: Don
Fidelak, 23 Honeybourne Cres.,
Winnipeg, MB. R3R 182, or to Liv-
able Winter Newsletter.)

“St. John’s Group
Update”

LWCA St. John’s chapter is gath-
ering interest and members. De-
cember 11 meeting had 13 in at-
tendance, including geographers,
climatologists, planners, architects
and an engineer. Climatologist
Colin Banfield spoke.

The City Engineer spoke on
snow clearing at a meeting in the
third week of January. Media inter-
est in the LWCA in St. John’s has
been high. Involved persons have
expressed desire to procede slowly
and steadily, working to establish a
core of dedicated winter enthusi-
asts sharing the common dreams
of LWCA.

Interested people should con-
tact: Arvo McMillan, 74 Ennis Av-
enue, St. John’s, NF, A1A 1Z1.¥



WALTER KEHM RECEIVES
TWO SIGNAL HONORS

President and Co-Founder of
E.D.A. Collaborative Inc., a lead-
ing Canadian landscape architec-
tural firm with branches in Toronto
and Edmonton, Walter H. Kehm
has in recent months received two
major pieces of recognition to add
to a long list of honors and awards
previously received. Last year he
was appointed dean of the Faculty
of Landscape Architecture of
Guelph University and in Decem-
ber was named fellow of the Amer-
ican Society of Landscape Archi-
tects at its annual convention in
San Francisco, one of very few Ca-
nadians to be so honored.

Kehm, a member of LWCA, de-
clares it is his intention to intro-
duce much more “winter cities”
content into the Landscape Archi-
tecture curriculum at Guelph and
has already brought experts in
“winter cities design and planning”
to Guelph to participate in panels
before student audiences.

With a Masters degree in Land-
scape Architecture at Harvard Uni-
versity and post graduate studies in
Rome, Kehm holds numerous
scholarships and academic
awards. He has directed projects
around the world, one being the
landscaping of the new Canadian
embassy in Beijing, China, de-
scribed in an article in Livable
Winter Newsletter. In Canada he
has worked on major projects in
Ottawa, Winnipeg, Regina, Lon-
don, ON, and design integration of
the new Toronto domed stadium
into the surrounding railway lands.
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contd from page 11
hance the sensuousness of our dai-
ly living in a sometimes stark win-
ter world and inspire us with an en-
riched sense of our special place
and personality on this earth.

It would be well for students of
Northern civic design to consider

the potentials of using this natural
backdrop to our activities so much
of the year, as inspiration to create
in our built forms, reflections of
our own realities.

Reference: Art Studies from Nature
as Applied to Design Virtue & Co.,
London, England 1872.6¢

EDMONTON CHAPTER PLANS

EXCITING YEAR

As we move into 1987, the
Edmonton chapter of the LWCA
begins its second year, with a new
executive. The chapter held its
annual meeting in December and
as well as reviewing the past 12
months, elected officers for the
upcoming year. The slate includes
a couple of additional positions
and the enthusiasm of the new
officers will be an excellent
complement to the experience of
those who worked with the chapter
in 1986.

Presidentii = onies Pam Freeman
Past President .............. Eric Jokinen
Vice President

Research & Development
......................................... Arni Fullerton
Secretary/Treasurer
..................................... David Sandford
Promotions
.................. Debbie Kronewitt-Martin
Membership ..ok Ian Bazely
Communications .....Jocelyn Fraser

As the new president Pam
Freeman says “I think 1987 will be
an exciting year for our chapter. I
am very pleased with the calibre of
our new executive and am anxious
to begin working with the group. I
look forward to liaising with the
national body and to enhancing
the communication flow between

One of the chapter’s main goals
in the upcoming year is to increase
membership in the Edmonton
chapter of the LWCA and to
broaden the association’s base of
support. The chapter will also con-
tinue the projects initiated in 1986
and will place an emphasis on the
Healthy Winter Cities (HWC) re-
search.

The first step in the HWC
project, a literature survey was
completed in December. The
survey showed there is currently
little research to link social issues
such as stress, mental health and
physical well-being to winter.
Although it appears that mental
health is affected by cold weather
additional research is necessary to
prove the premise. The project
committee is considering several
different approaches to the
problem and will select a direction
shortly. If you are aware of any
articles, books, or literature which
might help to identify the influ-
ences of winter on mental health
and well-being please write to:

Jean Anderson

¢/o Edmonton Chapter
LWCA

411 The Boardwalk
10310 - 102 Ave.,
Edmonton, Alberta

the chapters of the LWCA.” T5J 2X6 &
Request from Germany: subscriber to Livable Winter
Newsletter and forward a copy of

I am very interested in the “Reshaping Winter Cities”

planning aspects of winter cities
and I am planning to go to Canada
in March to learn about the devel-
opment of winter cities. I will prob-
ably stay in Toronto and Ottawa.
For this reason I would like to
ask you to give me the names of
people or departments that I may
contact for assistance. I also hope
to meet LWCA executive members.
Please enter my name as a

Money order sent today.
Dr. Barbara Hahn
Geographisches Institut der
Universitat Mannheim,
6800 Manheim 1, Schloss,
West Germany.

(Ed. Note: We have written directly
to Dr. Hahn, but readers with leads
or suggestions are encouraged 10
write directly to her also).



THE WORKING

LWCA is people with the common interest of awak-
ening all northerners to the advantages and
opportunities of winter. Our members/subscribers in-
clude a variety of disciplines, professions and trades
and surely we can, at times, help one another if ony we
know what each has to offer.

For two years we have occasionally carried in Liva-
ble Winter Newsletter a “networking” form to be used
as a basis for future exchanges. A few of us have filled
in the form. Once a large enough proportion have
completed and returned the form it is intended to pro-
duce a “membership networking directory”™. In the
meantime to speed up the flow of returns and let us all
see what each has to offer, and to begin the “network-
ing” process, we propose to publish one page per issue
of information given in randomly-chosen forms that
have been returned.

John Barnard, Director, Grande Prairie Economic De-
velopment Commission, 214 Place, 9909 112 ST.,
Grade Prairie, AB, T8V 2V4, (413) 539-3410. Training
and Background -- Architecture, Economics, Energy
Conservation, Engineering,Interior Design, Landscape
Architecture, Urban Affairs, Urban and Regional
Planning. Areas of Interest -- Futurism, urbanism,
industries. Current Projects, Research -- “To develop a
process to bring about a pre-development program for
the re-development of the City of Grande Prairie. Our
goal is the development of Canada’s first real winter
city. Grande Prairie was featured in Winter Cities Fo-
rum 86 in Edmonton.”

Jan H. Johnsson, Box 144, Hay River, NWT, X0E ORO.
Business firm, Northern Transportation Company
Limited, same address, (403) 874-2442 ) (bus.) (403)
874-3702 (home). Training and Background -- Engi-
neering. Areas of Interest -- Climate/Weather Informa-
tion, Engineering, Transportation.

Donald E. Ruggles, 40 Brouillette Bay, Regina, SK,
S4R 6G1, Employer, Parks and Recreation Dept., City
of Regina, (306) 569-7406 (bus.) (306) 543-7095 (home).
Training and Background -- Landscape Architecture.
Areas of Interest -- Aesthetics, Planning, Urbanism.
Current Projects or Research -- “The City of Regina
Parks and Recreation Dept., is presently finishing its
‘Open Space Management Strategy’ after two years of
research and analysis. The OSMS defines guidelines
for the development and management of the City’s
public recreation/open space system. The study pre-
cess was adapted from that developed by Dr. J. R.
Wright, (1981) and includes a unique evaluation tech-
nique to measure the qualitative characteristics of
each site. The Design and Development Guidelines in
OSMS are based on three fundamental areas: 1, Shap-
ing Urban Form; 2, Conserving Biophysical Re-
sources; 3, Meeting Human Needs. The year-round
usefulness of public recreational open space is
stressed and direct reference is made to measures to
provide protection from harsh winter winds and in-
tense summer sun.”
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NETWORK

Terry L. Novak, City Manager’s Office, 808 W. Spo-
kane Falls Blvd., Spokane, WA, U.S.A., 99402 (509)
456-2612. Training and Background -- Economics, Pub-
lic Administration, Urban Affairs, Urban and Region-
al Planning. Areas of Interest -- Environmental Pro-
cess, Planning, Transportation.

Renee Rouleau, Student, 2610 Kent #12, Montreal, PQ,
H3S 1M7 (514) 735-5398 (University) (514) 655-3798
(home). Areas of Interest -- Planning, Transportation,
Intergovernmental Relations. Current Research --
“Studying urban design patterns in search of ways to
make winter cities more interesting and enjoyable.”

Joel W. Rieder, Architect, Planner, 171 St. Clair Ave.
E., Toronto, ON, M4T 1NO; (416) 485-9292 (home)
(416) 964-2680 (bus.) Editor, Livable Employer, Jim
Strasman, Architects, Inc., 167 Avenue Rd., Toronto,
ON. Training and Background -- Architecture, Urban
Design. Areas of Interest -- Aesthetics, Communica-
tion, Environmental Process, Urbanism. Current Proj-
ects or Research -- “Studies on modifying the urban
fabric, in particular search for better ways to use space
and resources. Travel in China taught lessions on use
of texture, improving density without loss of privacy,
and a practical approach, the technique of ‘doing
what needs to be done in a given situation rather than
going by the book.” All of these approaches are prima-
ry in seeking to improve our adaptations to our four-
season climate.”

John C. Royle, (Publisher, Livable Winter Newsletter)
Ste. 501, 40 Old Mill Rd., Toronto, ON. M8X 1G7,
(416) 231-1767. Training and Background - Journalism,
Construction, Agriculture, Communications, Energy,
Urban Affairs. Current Projects or Research -- “Expan-
sion and development by all means possible of
LWCA, the “Winter Cities” movement and the Liva-
ble Winter Newsletter.”

Christopher G. Walker, Manager, Planning Services,
Yellowhead Regional Planning Commission, Box 249,
Onoway, AB, TOE 1VO0, (403) 967-2249. Training and
Background -- Energy Conservation, Urban and Re-
gional Planning. Areas of Interest -- Planning, Subdi-
vision Design, Downtown Revitalization. Current Pro-
jects or Research -- Development of General Munici-
pal Plans, land use bylaws and area structure plans.

Xenia Zepic, Planner/Urban Designer, Past President,
LWCA, 521 Briar Hill Ave., Toronto, ON, M5N INI
(416) 487-9169. Employer: Metropolitan Toronto
Planning Dept., 11th Floor, East Tower, City Hall, To-
ronto, ON, M5H 2N1. Training and Background -- En-
ergy Conservation, Interior Design, Architecture,
Landscape Architecture, Urban Affairs, Urban De-
sign, Urban and Regional Planning. Areas of Interest -
- Environmental Stress, Housing, Planning, Recrea-
tion, Transportation, Urbanism. Current Projects or
Research -1, To develop proposals for policies and
winter city policies for Metropolitan Toronto; 2, To
work towards creation of a bibliography to cover the
field of innovations in cold climate planning; 3, To do
all possible to advance the winter cities movement
and in particular LWCA.” -












