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FORUM 86...THE AWAKENING...

Lawrence Decore

It was the breaking down of age-old
barriers, the sudden emergence of
unexpected new directions, new hope
and new opportunity. ‘‘Winter city...
winter city...winter city...”’ The
3pcn_kcrs repeated the words again and
again. A new phrase had joined the
la_qguagc. What did it mean? Winter
qtcs are something special or at least,
dxffcrcx_lt: Winter cities are not like
other cities. In gaining acceptance by

tgr Own gurus and inhabitants,
Bathered at Forum 86, winter cities

gained some respectability.
40y conventions have a day or two

of hype, greetings, exchanges, feverish
activity, then peter out. Not Forum
86; the fever mounted with each day
and many were heard to say they had
never experienced anything like it. A
common fremark at the close was:
‘“When can we have another such
Forum?"’

Northerners found that after sitting
in at conventions run by non-
northerners for many years and wor-
rying about problems not their own
while theirs remained neglected, at
last they were talking to others who
shared their experiences, at last they
were beginning to get some answers.

The final summary said attendees
included ‘406 delegates, speakers,
media representatives, United Na-
tions Colloquium representatives and
exhibitors from 50 cities (and towns)
in 11 countries . . . Participation and
interest in the Forum has demonstra-
ted there is a need for a regularly
scheduled event of this type.”’

The Media got the message. Some
47 television and radio stations, news-
papers and periodicals, received ac-
creditation. The story was picked up
around the world and the echoes are
still reverberating.

Many played a role in the success
of this first major northern con-
ference. There were hundreds of
volunteers, dozens of speakers. But
four persons, above others, bore the
burden of responsibility for the re-
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quired decisions, financing and or-
ganization. The event would not
have been held without the steady
support and participation of Edmon-
ton’s genial mayor, Lawrence Decore.
The vision and leadership in organi-
zation came from Arni Fullerton,
heading the Winter Cities Con-
ference Corporation.

As has been noted, women play a
strong leadership role in the “‘winter
city movement’’ and two women
had much to do with the success of
Forum 86. Mary Cametron, chairman
of Winter Cities Conference Cor-
poration Board of Directors assisted
powerfully in the organization and
presided gracefully and capably at
plenary sessions; and Pamela Free-
man, vice-president of the Winter
Cities Conference Corporation, and a
director of the Livable Winter City
Association efficiently managed the
day to day organization.

Arni Fuerton

How To Go About Setting Up

LWCA Chapter

At Winter Cities Forum 86 half a

ZeN or mor 2
! € towns and cities ask
Buidance a5 1 o

foﬂ!llng LWeA chahow to go about

o -1apters. With chap-
Oton:::w functioning in Ottawi;
© and Edmonton anq one

announced to be formed in Scan-
dinavia, LWCA welcomes formation
of additional chapters. See article on
page 11 for suggestions on how to
take the first steps and some of the
benefits you will receive.
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TROMSOE EAGER
TO HOST WINTER
CITIES 90

TROMSOE . . . TROMSOE . . .
a city of 48,000 inhabitants located
just south of the 70th parallel of
north latitude in Northern Norway
(some 350 km. north of the Arctic
Circle) has spirit, ambition, elan
that would do a mighty metropolis
proud and is resolutely determined
to host Winter Cities Forum 90.

Tromsoe . . . Tromsoe . . . The
repeat of the name made the title of
a highly professional and quite spec-
tacular multi-media  presentation
shown several times to packed
audiences at Forum 86. The presen-
tation was backed up by a formal
delegation that made application to
the International Winter Cities Com-
mittee for permission to stage the
event of 1990.

Prior to Forum 86, there had been
no such international committee.
But when it became apparent several
cities were beginning to make plans
to host winter city conferences in the
future, it was found necessary to call
together those generally regarded as
founders of the ‘‘winter city move-
ment’’ to adjudicate on such re-
quests. Members are Arni Fullerton,
Edmonton, chairman; Mayor Takeshi
Itagaki of Sapporo; Dr. William C.
Rogers, Minneapolis; and Jack Royle
of LWCA with Mary Cameron Serv-
ing as alternate for Fullerton and
Xenia Zepic LWCA national presi-
dent as alternate for Royle.

The Tromsoe delegation was headed
by Helge Otto Matheson, Develop-
ment Officer, City of Tromsoe; and
also included: Tor Kaasen, of the City
of Tromsoe and Mrs. Kaasen; Kurt
Knudsen, of the Royal Hotel, Trom-
soe; Bjarne Orten, Arne J. Johannes-
sen, Norwegian consul in Edmonton;
and David Chocron, who brilliantly
conceived and produced the TROM-
SOE . . . TROMSOE presentation.

Subjects planned for Winter Cities
90 program include; energy, climate
and problems associated with annual
periods of continual darkness or con-
tinual daylight; physiological effect
of northern living; culture and eth-
nicity; housing and architecture, and
vegetation.

Announced sponsors include: the
Norwegian Foundation, the 3-B

Group, Norwegian Housing Exhibi-
tions, the Norwegian State Housing
Bank, Norwegian Architects League,
the County of Troms and Tromsoe
Town Council.

Events proposed: Exhibition of
housing suitable for the northern
climate; a Polar night festival; ‘‘Built-

In Mountains'’, a large unusual
development project; Medical semi.
nars; Exhibition of fish farming,
World Cup down-hill skiing com-
petition and a special presentation of
Tromsoe’s Northern Lights Plane-
tarium. Other events and program
content will be announced.
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[IGHT MUST
COME FROM
THE NORTH

Edmo ton’s Winter _Citiec Corpora-
tion I:unches Campaign at Spectacu-
Jarly Successful Forum 86 For Symbol
10 be Used by Future Winter Cities

Forums

Mary Cameron, Chairman of ghc
Winter Cities Conference Corporation
Board of Directors issued a challenge
on the final day of Forum 86. She
invited northerners to submit designs
for a symbol, based on the theme of
the northern lights, to be used for
future Winter Cities International
Forums.

She also officially announced that
Forum 86 will be followed by a second
much larger conference, again in
Edmonton, in 1988. Its official title
will be: WINTER CITIES '88
INTERNATIONAL FORUM AND
EXPOSITION. She declared:

““The Board of Directors of the
Winter Cities Corporation extends a
watm invitation for you to return to
Edmonton two years from now, to
attend the WINTER CITIES '88
INTERNATIONAL FORUM AND
EXPOSITION.

‘“The momentum we have estab-
lished over the past week will continue
to build during the years ahead - the
light we have shed on the potential

of the winter city will continue to
grow stronger.

“‘Carty the light with you - then
return with it to this major inter-
national event, to be held in conjunc-
tion with Calgary’s XV Olympic
Winter Games. Highlight events will
include an expanded Winter Cities
Forum, the prestigious International
“‘Meeting of Mayors’’, and Interna-
tional Urban Design Competition, a
world-scale Trade Fair - and an ima-
ginative range of cultural festivities.

CREATE THE LIGHT!

““Light must come from the North”’
was Mayor Itagaki’s challenging
theme for the 1975 Sapporo Con-
ference. Now, we challenge you to
give this theme shape, form and color
- to create ‘The Northern Light!’

“‘Just as the Olympic torch symbo-
lizes a search for excellence, so the
‘Northern Light’ will stand as a tan-

gible symbol of the shared goal of
the world’s winter citizens.

‘“The competition to design this
symbol is open to everyone. Let your
imagination soar! Your entry may be
a drawing, a written description, a
scale model. It could involve a laser
beam - feature a solar-powered image
of a northern bird - or represent the
northern lights.

“The ‘Northern Light’ ** will be
unveiled during the 1988 Opening
Ceremonies. then, for years to come,
it will travel to cities around the world
as they host the Winter Cities Forums
of the Future.’

““Pass the word! When you return
home from Winter Cities '86, tell
your friends and colleagues about
the ‘Northern Light’ - ask them how
they envision this illuminating sym-
bol - involve them in the competi-
tion! Then watch for complete infor-
mation on the competition in future
bulletins.”’

First International Conference on Lightweight Structures

Tl!e first International Conference
on Lightweight Structures will be held
August 24 to 28, 1986 in a major
hotcl-cqnfercnce centre in Sydney,
Australia. The conference follows on
a research program sponsored by the
German Research Council and con-
ducted at University of Stuttgart
under the direction of Frei Otto a
:;orld-known engineer and leader in
m;c;cmnology of lightweight struc-
,,‘33:; Prospectus mentions Canada’s
L on large climate envelopes,
st ing membrane structures (‘meta

. Ies’) for townships in harsh
of Wtfﬁ Arm Fullerton, president
i ter Cities Conference Cor-

on, Edmonton has been asked
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to give a paper based on his work
designing membrane domed struc-
tures. Other Canadian liaison persons
are Prof. Cedric Marsh, Montreal and
Vera Straka, Toronto.

The prospectus also cites Australian
examples of lightweight structures:
““Yulara Tourist Resort, a large new
tourist resort and village in Central
Australia where membrane structures
are used for climate control, and Expo
'88, Brisbane, where approximately
30,000 m? of shaderoofing are being
built.”” The Conference is sponsored
by Lightweight Structures Research
Unit, University of New South Wales.
For information write Unisearch Ltd.,
P.O. Box 1, Kensington NSW,
2033, Australia.

Kudos for Forum
Sir:

The Conference (Winter Cities
Forum) was absolutely wonderful.
| learned so much and met so
many interesting people. It was
really a successful event.

Dr. Susan M. Watkins,
Assoc. Prof. Apparel Design
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.

Sir:

Going to the Winter Cities Forum
86 was almost like a religious revi-
val meeting; I felt very much
recharged from Edmonton.

Weiming Lu, Executive Director,
Lowertown Redevelopment Corp.,
St. Paul, Minn.



R/UDAT IN EDMONTON —

Take nine hand-picked professionals
— planners, architects and other
“social engineers’’ — drawn widely
from Canada and U.S. and give
them four days to work up and put
forward recommendations to hbelp
solve problems of winter cities as
identified in Edmonton.

This was the challenge handed to
Canada’s first ever R/UDAT (Regio-
nal/Urban Development Assistance
Team) immediately following Winter
Cities forum 86. R/UDAT teams,
chosen by American Institute of Ar-
chitects, have in the past 18 years pre-
pared reports on some 90 U.S. cities
and towns.

The result is an 80-page report that
sums up readably and with lively il-
lustrations the current thinking on
what needs to be done to make win-
ter cities livable. It is an important
addition to the miniscule literature
on the subject and should with re-
finement become a textbook for all
“‘winter city movement’’ supporters,
all architectural schools and geography
classes in winter latitude regions.

Copies of the preliminary report
may be obtained.

The study broke new ground in
several important respects. It was the
first time the Royal Architectural In-
stitute of Canada and the American
Institute of Architects had worked
together on such a venture. It was
the first trans-boundary study and
one of the first to put special empha-
sis on climate. It was only the second
“‘generic’’ study to be undertaken by
a R/UDAT team, meaning its find-
ings covered broad scale problems
and were presented with the view
they would be useful to all winter
cities, not Edmonton alone.

Team members received no fees
but only travel and living expenses
while in the field. Funding came from
the Alberta Ministry of Housing and
Municipal Affairs, Winter Cities
Conference Corporation, City of Ed-
monton and Alberta Association of
Architects. Total cost was $25,000 but
if all team members had received
normal professional fees the cost
would have been ten times as much.
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Prime initiators were Brian E. Eldred,
President of the Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada and John Busby,
President of the American Institute
of Architects.

The team produced numerous
general and specific recommendations
and suggestions but the one that was
put forward most often in various
contexts was that there must be a
change in attitude towards winter by
all northerners. The report declared:

‘‘Early discussions during planning
of the Livable Winter Cities Forum
86 confirmed that little of substance
had ever been done in Canada, or
elsewhere, to improve understanding
of, or to develop a knowledge base
related to the planning and design of
more livable winter cities. Simulta-
neously, a realization emerged that
this was not just a Canadian problem

. . and that, if properly handled, a
““generic R/UDAT’’ in conjunction
with Winter Cities Forum 86, the
planned International Design Com-
petition (for Edmonton downtown

core) and the Livable Winger Citi
88 conference collectively helq th“
potential to exponentially incrm:
the . knowledge base in this gyp.
ject area.”’
Alberta Association of Arch;

and the R.A.LC. Research c‘;‘:‘;;“
tion agreed to ‘‘buy into’ the pro-
cess to give it longer life, states the
report. The study may thus become
an ongoing project with the hope 5
definitive and well rounded textbook
would be available in time for the gg
Forum.

Change in Attitude )
Said the report: ‘“The winter city
will not be created by a focus on space
age bubbles, heated sidewalks, malls
that suck the life out of a city into
their corridors, or right-to-sun ordi-
nances. It will require changes that
are more profound, also more modest.

““The hardest shift will be attitu-
dinal: to constantly see the city in its
winter state, to ask each time a ded-
sion is made how things will fare
during the months of cold, snow and

ELEMENTS OF PEPESTRIAN DISCOMFORT
IN WINTER CATIES (IE @D, WeT, DISTANE

+ WIND) . OMPORT RERUIRES MINIMUM 4
IODIC SEATING , PEDESTRIAN DENSITY AND STREET

SCAPE INTEREST -
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Fast Prescription But No Quick Fix

ibly darkeness.
“ilf)ysuch questions  are taken
seriously, new designs will emerge,

ds will need to be adop-
:l:: :t:: (;i::w patters of collaboration
forg‘cd. Many of these have already
begun to evolve in cities hk; Edmon-
ton; the barrier is the pesistence of
the summer state of ;mnd. Winter
cities need to be creative about win-
ter, not simply tolerant.

““Forum 86 collected scores of pos-
sibilities for dealing with northern ci-
ties, and for the first time allowed
experiences to be compared across
geography and cultures . . . _

“Every city and community will
have its own logic as to how to plan
and develop its winter environment,
rooted in traditions, geography and
resources. The R/UDAT teport should
be read as general principles, not as
prescriptions.”’ Some points covered:

* Northern cities are different from
their southern counterparts because
they must be planned and developed
for two or perhaps more different en-
vironments. The white environment
is as critical as the green environment.

* History and mythology are almost
devoid of winter references. Until
winter is seen as an inescapable as-
pect of daily life, it will never find
1ts way onto a city’s political agenda.
'Thc' usual responses to winter are a
denial and an overwhelming desire
10 escape to summer climes.

* To provide new more integrated
cnvironments at all scales from neigh-
borhoods to downtown is critical. New
amangements will be needed allowing
public and private funding to be
shared and difficult issues of access
and control to be arbitrated. Ed-
ﬁomon $ new Downtown Develop-
. ::}tu é\:thomy promises to be such

‘ .

a t'{lhe n_:al innovation in building
5 € winter will emerge from a
mﬂaaummatxon of building materials,
e ds, methods, funding, en-
ﬁﬁdnﬂ?::ﬁal sngn;ﬁcance, “‘and a my-
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* Environmental art, lighting,
heated rest areas and other ways of
adapting the outdoor environment
can be essential ingredients in making
winter into a more pleasurable expe-
rience. Expanding the range of and
audience for outdoor winter recreation
can have similar impact.

* Adapting downtown areas to
winter use is a critical priority since
they serve the largest concentrations
of city residents. Skyways, indoor atria
and public spaces should be linked,
or, if not, clearly signed since many
users will not be familiar with them,
and those users are the all-important
tourists and visitors.

* Those who cannot afford to enjoy
comfortable commetcial environments
must be considered in the planning
— the down-and-out; also other im-
portant segments of society, the
young, the elderly. There must be a
greater span of concern for all cate-
gories of citizens which must be re-
flected in political support for im-
provements.

* Public and private elements have
to learn new lessons in give and take
“in the mixed use, compact winter
city’’.

Unsure of Status

The report comments on the hardy
souls who loudly proclaim their love
of winter: ‘‘So much of our mass ad-
vertising, including consumer pro-
ducts, holidays, clothing and trans-
portation, emphasizes sun and green
surroundings, that residents are un-
sure of their own status, living condi-
tions and quality of life in the scheme
of things. A defensive chauvinistic
pride is often the result of personal
insecurity.

Times are changing. Houses, cars,
clothing are being improved and
made more suitable for the season of
cold and snow, but meanwhile people
are becoming more sophisticated and
mobile and less prepared to put up
with the physical punishment pre-
viously associated with winter.

“We have noticed lifestyles are
changing for residents of northern
cities . . . but cities themselves have
been slow to change . . . developers
have been more preoccupied with es-
tablishing profitable buildings . . .
at the expense of their impact on the
immediate urban environment . . .
there has been a failure on the part
of public planners to involve their

5



capital works projects in a more co-
ordinated approach to urban problem
solving."’

Successful planning of a more liv-
able downtown rests on establishment
of a new coalition between business
and governments but also including
residents who are affected. A difficult
problem is to find spokespersons for
citizens not now involved in down-
town who still have much at stake in
downtown viability. Local leaders,
principally mayors, must ““‘understand
the importance of the establishment
of a broadly-based coalition that will
move the downtown from being a re-
flection of narrow intetest to a more
ambitious and more open expression
of a cold climate community.”’

“Construction programs which seck
to avoid the obvious — the long
winter months — will confirm peo-
ple’s impressions that if they have
the choice . . . they should seck to
escape from the cold.” Obtuse and
insensitive city winter design and
planning literally force many who
have health problems to go south
through the worst period of winter.

““Who owns the city?’’ brings up
the question of who is entitled to the
comfort and convenience of the most
attractive and best designed buildings,
atria and amenities. What about the
destitute who need the comfort for
bare daily survival.”” The degree to
which a city, or its downtown, make
it possible for different groups (often
with competing interests) to make
use of the same spaces may be one
measure of civility. In many winter
cities warmth is a ‘‘class issue’’.
Denial of Winter

“‘Our northern cities are built with
few aspirations,”’ declares the report.
“Winter implies nothing more than
overcoming the cold and nuisance
that the season represents . . . Of the
52 photographs in Edmonton’s tourist
brochure, only one is taken in wintet
and it shows no city at all, only snow
covered hills. Changing this sense of
the city must be the first agenda for
building the winter city.

Specific proposals for Edmonton:
““Fort Edmonton closes during the
winter months. How much better it
would be to open it, perhaps on
weekends, portraying winter days at
the turn of the century.”

Oral and visual histories of winter
should be recorded and communi-
cated through historical collections,
displays and exhibits.

Structural changes — screened or
glazed porches, passive solar house
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plans, masonry walls as storage for
warmth, reduction of harsh winds
through design and placement of
buildings, planting of evergreens.

Restoring and preserving nature
areas: making the wide river valley
that bisects the city more accessible
in both winter and summer.

Limitless possibilities for environ-
mental art: ice sculpture in winter,
colored lights on snow banks, Christ-
mas lights festooning trees, “wouldn’t
it be possible to design street lighting
to make it colorful and decorative
year around?”’

Brightly colored buildings; use of
mirrors and prisms to add decoration
to buildings, particularly if they are
large and dramatic.

Access to sunlight should be an es-
sential. Building forms should miti-
gate wind velocity. Small scale out-
door spaces could be made into heat
islands and sun traps. ‘‘Every outdoor
space should have some use and put-
pose during the winter months, just
as every indoor space should be at-
tractive in the summer."”’
Co-operation the Rule

““A meaningful winter festival in
Edmonton, or other northern cities,
could do much to break the denial of
winter.” While summer festivals
emphasize ethnic diversity, how ap-
propriate if winter festivals emphasized
and celebrated the city itself as an
experience that all residents share.
Let such a community festival not be
aimed primarily at toutists. The tou-
rists would come later once the event
had grown in popularity.

Compactness is a virtue from the
points of view of capiral and mainte-
nance costs, also winter comfort and
convenience. '‘A recreation centre set
away from the street and distant from
bus routes represents a summer city.
Designed so its front entrance can
serve as a waiting area for buses, and
located behind the public library and
shopping centre, we have the outlines
of a winter city.”” Encourage dual use
of indoor spaces — combine lobbies
with bus shelters, make heated lob-
bies serve a group of adjacent build-
ings or functions.

“‘Summer and winter pedestrian
systems and spaces should be well in-
tegrated and frequently connected to
optimize choice and year-around use
of both.”” Skywalks and Plus-15s
should be interconnected and clearly
signed to the greatest extent possible.

Coordination, co-operation and
flexibility must be the rule. “‘Plans
and requirements of private sector ac-

tors change and, as they do, oppor-
tunities are created for the public
sector to achieve a significant move.
ment towards the objectives set out
in an Agenda for a Winter City.”
Each city has its problems and pecu-
liarities in dealing with the plan.
ning, design and financing of deve-
lopment or redevelopment. Normally
three principal players are the ptivate
sector, the public sector and some
such intermediate group as a down-
town businessmen’s association. Work-
ing together far more can be achieved
than if each group acts alone. But
“‘there are no set formulas guiding
the funding, design, engineering
and construction of urban facilities
and spaces.”’ Further, “‘the formula
for sharing in responsibility, reflecting
the capabilities of the parties, must
be developed well in advance.”

Edmonton’s ‘‘A Blue Print for the
215t Century, The August, 1984 re-
pott to the Mayor from the Task Force
on the Heart of the City sets the tone
for actions ‘‘which can catapult Cen-
tral Edmonton into a position of pre-
eminence among Winter Cities” and
give the city a self-image “which will
undoubtedly be translated into an
international image in the years to
come.”’

The report reviews basic elements
in “‘A Blue Print For the 215t Cen-
tury’’ and concludes with a reference
to how all the splendid plans can be
paid for.

“Lack of money is never the ult-
mate problem, nor can it be the rea-
son for inaction.”” Other cities have
allowed unwillingness to seck new
cooperative solutions for community
betterment to inhibit action. But Ed-
monton with its progressive and en-
lightened attitude and long tefm
plans to make itself a model Winter
City has laid *‘the foundation of a
great city’’.
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EDITORIAL

by william C. 'Rogers

The “Winter Cities Form ‘86" in
Edmonton was magnificent. It mar-
ked the coming of age of the Livable
Winter City concept and gave it
world-wide legitimacy. “Almost”,
that is, because the Russians were
missing. Certainly they were invited
but did they know how much we
needed them? For that matter, do
we really know how much we can
learn from the Russians experience
with winter? We should know more
before we invite them again.

Follow the isotherm for 0 Centi-
grade for January around the world.
(Most atlases have these weather
maps in their front pages). Or take
a global trip along the 45th parallel.
And how much of the Soviet Union
do you find below these geogra-
phical lines? Very few cities in the
U.S.S.R. appear - Baku, Tbilsi, and
Tashkent are hardly your typical
Russian cities. Certainly 90% of
the Soviet cities are winter cities
and of the 600 million people who
live in Jack Royle’s “Winter World”
more than one third speak Russian.
They live in the most famous winter
cities of them all - Moscow, Lenin-
grad, Kiev, Gorki, Kazan, Sverdovsk,
and Novovsibirks.

And what do we know about the
Russian accommodation to their
famous winters? We know far too
little. Part of our ignorance is due
to the nature of the 60 year old
closed Soviet society, and part is
chause we haven't asked. The
winter city idea is so new. Some of
g":wanswers are there to be found,

ever. Certainly the best way
z;g’?hbe to promote exchanges
e Soviet Union. In the mean-
o 3} we can reacf and look. Much

Fi r:tmessage is on public record.
Sty o of all, let's look at Soviet
h’.ghpda”"’_"g.. If there ever was a

ensity in modern cities they

aré found in the Soviet Union. May-
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WE NEED
THE
RUSSIANS

be they have a much higher density
than any of us would want, with
their crowded apartment buildings.
Nevertheless there it is to see and
to ponder on. With their high density
living and general lack of suburbs,
we find the ultimate in urban public
transit systems. There are very few
cars on Soviet streets. We can
examine the impact of mass transit
and high density in the Soviet cities.
The Moscow subway is the most
famous in the world. Snow removal
certainly isn't the problem in terms
of our North American miles and
miles in the packed Russian cities,
but tales have reached us of the
quickness with which snow can be
removed from the major highways
in the Soviet state. A foreign diplo-
mat once told us that snow plows
move in echelons on the super
highways around Moscow and
beware if you are caught either
coming or going.

Probably the U.S. and Canada
would not employ older women to
use stick brooms for clearing side-
walks but the method by which ice
blocks on the curbs are broken up
in the spring would be interesting.

More than 700 towns and urban-
type communities have been built
in Siberia during the past thirty
years. We know very little about
them, but the experience might be
of value in the Canadian north. One
Siberian city named Cheryomushki
is said to “blend very well with the
scenery. Clumps of pines stand
between the houses” near the
Sayan mountains.

Any lessons about building for
the winter world have to start with
the Moscow Kremlin and St. Basil’s
Cathedral. Except for the heating
system of which we know nothing,
the whole story is told in thousands
of pictures - the magnificent winter
colors, the rich ornamentation, and

“Hail to thee, Russian Winter
Dazzling Enchantress,
Snow-white swan,
Hail to thee, Mother Winter.”
—P. Vyazemsky

the evergreen landscaping. There
is not a city in the U.S. Frost belt
or in most of Canada that wouldn't
make a special place for an exact
copy of any one of the ancient
structures in the center to what
was the heart of the Grand Duchy
of Moscow at a time when North
America was a wilderness.

Other Russian cities have build-
ings of similar visual interest. Fre-
quent mention is made of the
“lovely pastels” used in old urban
mansions. The handsome monas-
teries and convents of the Russian
Orthodox Church are something to
conjure with. The color “red” in
the Russian language is the same
as the word “beautiful”. This has
important political and architectural
significance. The post-modernist
architects of North American with
their new found interest in color
and ornamentation could get new
inspiration from Russia. Even Sta-
lins “Balaban-Katz"’ style buildings
look pretty good beside the cold
modern buildings such as the
“new” Rossiya hotel in Moscow.
Compare it to the older Hotel Uk-
raina with its ornate towers, for
example. Many Russian buildings
show what can be done with wood.
Churches on Lake Onega are
examples of ultimate artistry with
this material. Visitors to the
U.S.S.R. lucky enough to stray off
the beaten path speak with excite-
ment over the scroll work and use
of color on the window and roof
trim of the lowly peasant log “isbas”.
Why is the log cabin which is so
much connected with North Ameri-
can history always relegated to the
country? Certainly up to code,
handsome log houses ought to be
invited back into the city and per-
haps decorated with some of those
lively Russian colors. From a pre-
vious exchange with the U.S.





















