ASSOCIATION ! Fn
POUR LANIMATION

LIVABLE 'Sl
WINTER CITY
DES VILLES EN HIVER

ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER

ISSN No. 0828-9328

SLETTER ADDRESS: vol. 3, No. 3,
Subscription Price,

#1, Palgrave, Ont.,

1P0O $15 Per Year ( Six Issues )

EDITORIAL:

Chief Editor, Jack Royle;

Western Canada, Val Werier,
Winnipeg ;

U.S. Associate Editor,
Dr. W.C.Rogers,
Minneapolis, Minn.

OCIATION ADDRESS:
301, 250 The Esplanade,
onto, Ont., M5A 132

\

June 1, 1985

'S NEW LOGO

w red and blue logo (above) and

Manual Oliviera, designer for

nergon Inc., energy consultants, prepared the first sketch. This was

rked over and approved by Toronto Chapter Advertising and Public Relations
mmittee, chaired by Architect Seppo Kanerva. The final draft was accepted

National Executive. As for its meaning:

four vertical red bars stand for the four basic substances in the Universe,
rth, air, fire and water; also represent the four seasons. The large reddish
sc in the background represents the sun, giver and sustainer of life. The
rizontal blue bar conveys the idea of shelter -- the various adaptations

t make human life possible in a constantly changing climate.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS ——— S

WHAT CAN SCANDINAVIA TEACH US
ABOUT IMPROVING OUR WINTER CITIES?

THAT OUR SENIOR GOVERNMENTS AND

UNTIVERSITIES MUST PLAY A LARGER ROLE --

SAY PRESIDENT NORMAN PRESSMAN AND VICE-
PRESIDENT XENTA ZEPIC AFTER EXTENSIVE
LECTURE TOURS COVERING FINLAND, SWEDEN,
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NORWAY AND ICELAND Zepic and Pressman

In lecture tours of Sweden and Finland in June 1984 and of Iceland, Norway
and Finland in March and April this year, President Pressman and Vice-Presidey
Zepic visited universities, city planning departments, architects' project
sites and government offices at all levels. They found all of these
countries to be increasingly involved in a wide variety of efforts to
counter the disadvantages imposed by a severe northern climate. Numerous
energy conservation projects and 'mew towns" were examined and more than

a dozen cities were visited,

President Pressman is presently guest-lecturing at fcole Polytechnique at
Lausanne, Switzerland, and so Vice-President Zepic reviewed for NEWSLETTER
the main impressions they brought home.

While mega-projects have their place, Scandinavians demonstrate that it

is attention to the smaller details that can make life more pleasant in
winter =-- the small parks and gardens open to the sun and sheltered from

the winds, the attention to such amenities as ski trails, well groomed and
often well 1lit to permit evening skiing, the elimination of curbs at street
corners to help the handicap, remove a trap that accumulates snow, ice

and slush and ( because the crosswalks are elevated ) create an effective
"speed bump" to slow down automobiles,..and there were numerous similar ideas.

A second major finding was that senior governments and universities in
Scandinavia are much more deeply involved in the efforts to improve winter
living in contrast with Canada where most of the leadership is being
provided by municipal governments, planners and architects. However,

said Ms. Zepic, in the scale and amount of experimentation going forward |
in big cities and resource communities, Canada seems to have a clear lead O
over other northern countries. And in no other country is there an organizatlmﬂ
similar to the Livable Winter City Association. |

Other noteworthy projects and developments:

Finland: University of Espoo, near Helsinki, has with government co-operation
set aside a large tract of land to be used for a thorough study of energy-
efficient housing. Some 12 major house-building contractors have been
commissioned to build on this land newest and best ideas in low energy
housing. Each builder is erecting some 25 units so that the whole project

when complete will be the world's premiere showcase of energy efficient housiDé’
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TORONTO CHAPTER WANTS VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON MAJOR PROJECTS

Meeting three times in the last two months. Toronto Chapter heard reports
on ambitious programs being planned by its six project committees.

Greg Ross, Chapter chairman, urged Toronbo area LWCA members and NEWSLETTER
readers to offer their services for the committee or committees on which
they would like to work since added manpower is needed by most of the
committees. Those prepared to volunteer are asked to phone any of the
following committee chairmen: Advertising and Public Relations, Greg Ross,
863 1896; Sponsorships, Al Sutton, 964 9191; Winterfest, George Przybylowski
585 6074; Membership, Vladimir Matus, 967 6457; Programs-Events-Educationaf
George Stockton, 925 4484 and Resource Committee, Seppo Kanerva, 364 6665,

In the latest meeting, May 23, Chairman Ross outlined work of the Advertising
and Promotion Committee in preparation of a brochure that would serve both
Toronto ChaEter and the national organization. He showed a dummy of a

3 3/4" by 8%" folder with a pocket designed to hold smaller folders or
special project information sheets. The general folder would carry basic
data about the Association. With inserts the whole package could be used

as leave-behind material or mailing pieces.

Winterfest committee gave a detailed report on a large amount of work
achieved in exploring the possibility Toronto might consider a winter
festival. Programs-Event-Educatidnal" committee detailed well-advanced
plans for a series of major seminars or presentations by leaading experts
to be held through the coming fall and winter.

George Stockton, committee chairman, stated the working theme for the ﬂ
series will be: "New Ideas for Living in Winter Cities". The goal is |
"to act as a clearing house for ideas, to raise consciousness and awareness
of issues and concerns about planning and designing and to demonstrate that l
the cold months can be as enjoyable and livable as the warm months." ,

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE NAMES NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Linda Mortsch, of Canadian Climate Centre, Atmospheric Environment §ervice, |
Environment Canada, was named national executive-secretary of the Livable
Winter City Association at a meeting of the National Executive. Ms. ﬂortsch
replaces Byron Johnson who recently moved to Vancouver and who felt it woul
be difficult to continue to function effectively in the position from the
West coast city.

Other action taken by the national executive was to approve a recommendation
of the Toronto chapter that a special student membership rate of $20 be

set up, the amount to include the subscription for the NEWSLETTER. This
action was taken because of the interest being taken in the organization

by a growing number of architectural, planning and landscape a;chitecture .
students and their eagerness to be involved in the projects being undertake

by the national organization and chapters.
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HORNEPAYNE TOURING CONFERENCE PLANNED FOR SEPT. 28, 29

To familiarize professionals, government officials, municipal planners

and others who may be interested with new concepts in community design 11 e
northern regions, a "touring conference'" will be held at Hallmark Hornepay
Town Centre, Sept. 28 and 29 this year. A charter flight will carry thosé
coming from Toronto area. Organizer is Hallmark Hotels Ltd., 45 Charles Stée
builder and designer of the Hornepayne facility. The conference will incld
tours and seminars. Rooms will be available in Hallmark Hornepayne Inn fore
payment of tax only. Special rates will apply for meals. Those wishing moF
information may contact Al Sutton, Vice-President Hallmark Hotels Ltd.;

45 Charles st., E., Toronto, Ont., M4Y 1S2, Tel: (416) 964 9191. = —§
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ORGANIZER OF SHEN-YANG SECOND NORTHERN INTERCITY CONFERENCE
OUTLINES DETAILS OF FOUR-DAY PROGRAM

TEN CITIES FROM SIX COUNTRIES ARE PRESENTLY COMMITTED TO
PARTICIPATE IN MEETING TO BE HELD SeEpT. 19 10 22 1IN
CHINA'S MOST NORTHERLY BIG CITY. URBAN FORM, ENERGY,
LANDSCAPING AND UTILIZATION OF WATER RESOURCES WILL BE
MAIN THEMES. SIMULTANEOUS TOURS OF THREE REGIONS OF CHINA
WILL FOLLOW.

By Yoshihiro Kakuta

Chief,; Long-Term Planning and Research Section,
Planning and Coordination Bureau, Sapporo, Japan,
Organizing Chairman, Northern Intercity Conference,

The Northern Cities of the world are fated to suffer from adverse weather
conditions with snow and cold and long winters. In spite of this they are
busily developing attractive cities with separate identities, creating
individual lifestyles fitting their natural features, despite the extremely
changable natural conditions.

Still, for Northern Cities like ours, there are numerous matters, in addition
to those experienced by more southern cities, that await solutions, due to
the climatic constraints imposed by the cold and snowy conditions.

In Sapporo, we considered that learning through the experience of other
Northern Cities with related problems would provide an opportunity to become
more knowledgable. To achieve this, the City of Sapporo invited mayors

from cities in Northern Regions throughout the world to the First Northern
Intercity Conference in February, 1982 ( see article page 12 ).

The conference was attended by representatives from 8 cities, led by Edmonton,
Canada, and participants from the United States, China, West Germany, and
Finland. At the conference there was heated discussion of basic problems

of town planning in Northern Regions, traffic, living environment, and the
promotion of sports and recreation, with numerous positive results.

For Sapporo, especially, the creation of winter cityscapes with evergreen
trees, energy savings with sodium lamps, development of new kinds of winter
sports and recreation, have been taken up and promoted by the city as a
result of the ideas exPressed at the conference. Next year in February

at the "Winter Cities '86 International Forum'" in Edmonton, the Mayor of
Sapporo, Hon. Takeshi Itagaki, will report on part of these activities.

The conference further provided an opportunity for active exchanges in sport,
culture, and economic matters among the participating cities.

Fortunately, the participants in the First Northern Intercity Conference
could agree on. continuing conference activities, and this year, for four
days from Sept. lp to 22, the Second Conference will be held at Shen-Yang,
China.
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SEVERAL LETTERS ARE RECEIVED EACH WEEK BY THE LIVABLE WINTER CITY ASSOCIATIqy
AND BY NEWSLETTER. IN THE NEXT TWO PAGES WE PRESENT A FEW OF THOSE RECENTLY
RECEIVED TO INDICATE TO READERS THE TYPE AND BREADTH OF INTEREST BEING
STIRRED BY LWCA AS THE ASSOCIATION CONTINUES TO GROW AND EXPAND AT AN
ACCELERATING RATE.

FEdmonton Engineer Points To Problems of Seniors

Sir: I very much enjoy reading NEWSLETTER and am looking forward to the
"Winter Cities '86 International Forum" to be held in the Edmonton
Convention Centre.

From reading recent issues of NEWSLETTER, it appears most of the articles
are written by people under the age of 50 and, of course, they deal with
how winter cities can be made more enjoyable for those who are quite
mobile. I, myself, am in that group and find no real problem living in

a northern city such as Edmonton. However, my parents who are in their
80's have a different opinion.

My parents and many people over 60 who used to live on the prairies now
live on the coast in such areas as White Rock, B.C. Many have moved to
the coast because of the tough prairie winter. When my parents came to
visit us as Christmas, they were almost housebound, particularly my mother
who has arthritic problems. It was almost impossible for them to walk
along our city streets and sidewalks due to snowdrifting and ice. Snow and
ice created a worse problem for them than the cold temperatures.

With our aging population, increasing numbers face such difficulties. I feel
the problem of urban transportation in winter must be addressed before

we can come close to having a "Livable Winter City". Living most of my

life in northern Alberta and Northwest Territories, I have noticed few
elderly people walking or driving around. My 15-year-old son likes camping
in mid-winter in a snow house or tent. My 85-year-old father would -endanger
his health if he tried the same thing. In discussing winter city adaptations

are we focussing too much on the relatively young, healthy and mobile?
Keep up the good work.

Donald E. Holte, P. Eng.
Nova Engineering Ltd., Edmonton

A Request From Honolulu

Sir: This may seem unusual given the climate here. I am a student at
University of Hawaii School of Architecture and I wish to have some
information about your association. I am actually a resident of Anchecragé
Alaska. Please send NEWSLETTERS, publications, research results, everythlng:
Are Alaskans close enough to Canada to be eligible for membership. ( Ed. Note’l
Yes, indeed. We already have British, Swedish, Icelandic and other
Furopeans as members and several members from the lower 48 states.)
: Bryce Klug, Honolulu

Thunder Bay Planner

Please send me relevant information re Livable Winter City Asscciation.
P. Wong, M.C.I.P.,

te |
Senior Planner, Thunder Fay, ans 3





















