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President's Message 
have: ken reading the edhorial in ,mother Society's 

Journal in which the author revicws the 36 ytar hi:.

wry ofit$ publication and the bumps and potholes 

encountered along the W:l.y. He memions the variations in the number 

of PastS in tach is.sue and recalls rn.nsition times when a new editor 

and o:diwrialt~ wue r~uit«l and new publication directions and 

pubJic:uion design Wtrt: needed. 

h is comfoning 10 know that others have ken down this row. A review of put imIcs of this magarine 

shows vuiations in knglh, dcsign and frequency of publication. Editorial Boards have: come and gone. 

Themes for each is.sue wm adopted but the approach lapsed. Limiled funds have: been <l continuing chal· 

knge. Most r=mly, our volumttr Edilor, Michael Bro.adW:l.Y, had to step down and we miss his valued 

help. 

While we look for 1 new Edimr, this issue has been pUitogether by several members of the Born!. We 

hope you enjoy the rtSull and find Ihe contents imertSting. We have: dedicltcd i( (0 Ihe afftcrionate memo-

ry of Jack Royle, the founder of the Lil·c:;tbk Wimer Citics Association. The Iheme, ' Building Linkages 

berwttn Wimer Citics· , was suggesled by BtwtI member Mayor John Rowswell. Articles have been includ

ed which describe Ihe valuable linkages thaI havt been made throughout the ciTOlmpoLu no rth, how pt(Iple 

an: applying what they havt learned through these ((Inl:l.ctS and the e<:onomic and other benefits that have 

accrued 10 those: cities thaI have hosted Winter Cilics ((Inferences. If you would like more inforlTUrion 

aboul hosting a conference, and what is r~uired 10 do so, pl= conl:l.CI us, 

{} 

The penguin logo thaI appears at imervals indic:;tles the insmion of factS from Amarctic::l that arc 

of imertSt 10 those of us who Jive dO$Cr 10 the other Pole. On a recenl visit 10 New Zealand, J vis

ited the Antarctic hmirute in Chrislchureh. This privately opmred &cility has become a premier 

tourist anraction in irs nine years of operation. The association with the Anwoic of the &mous New 

Zcalander, Sir Edmund Hillary, and the presence of New Zuland's ytar-round rese;lrch facility at Seoll 

Base, musl accoum for some of ilS popularity. There is also a general intertSl in penguins and a mdnarion 

with the mystery of the Anwoic rhal is unchanged since Ihe fim aplorers \\~re rhere. 

On behalf of the 6oJ.rd of Directors, I wish you heahh. peace and prosperity in 2002. A number of us 

will be in Jap.on in February for Wimer Citics 2002 Aomori Conference and \\~ hope to set you there. 

Anne Manin, Pr<";Sidem 
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WINT ER CIT I E 5 

In Memoriam 

J 
onn C. O~ck) RoyI~, cor~r 

jou...wtst and Ktim:lm>.gzUne 

publW>n-, diod on AugUSI 15, 

200] at K1rinburg, Onwio in his 

nine.klh ynr. 

Origin:ally from N~foundland, 

Jack gnodualM from the University 

oiW"lilem Onuria with a degrtt in 

Eoonomia and History. He ~n 

hi, Clrn:r :os a ~ner for the 

Winnipeg Tribune. L:ucr, he moved 

with his wife 10 Toronto, and he: 

;aiRed M:oci..an Humer, becoming 

Gl'OIJp Publisher responsible for 

managing seve".] business publica

tions. He look early rctiremclU and 

moved 10 a property in Calednn 

mmide Toromo whcrc he ran a 

nursc.ry business in omamenralll'CCl, 

It WU.1 this ume that he ~n his 

oonhnn nudics. 

JACK ROYLE 

In wu a pionf:O" in the 

Winter Cities m"""mcm. He found. 

ed the Liveable Winter Cili~ 

Anociation in 1983 and the organi. 

ution wu incorpor:uM the follow

ing yea •. Jack ... rvffi on the Board of 

Di~on, nii • ...! me r=g:ni~ and 

bier Ixcune EdilOr Emeritus- He 

<:OntributN lIl2lIy anid"" him,sc,lf, 

often writing alxmt m~ achieve_ 

men!3 Qf Qmers. He wrote the prd_ 

~Ce tQ th~ Winter Citi~ IXsign 

Manu.>.l, p"'p=d in 1991 by 

Hough Surubury Woodbnd 

umitN in CO-Qptt:nion wim the 

Winter Cities A.wocinion. In f«C:nt 

mondu, he sem m~ Association hiJ 

2 

Winter Cities :uchi~. 

l~ck is ",membered by his fami. 

Iy. friends and colleagues a$ lOrmonc 

who was ~nuindy interested in Oth

en and who gave people his unlimit

N encour:lg¢ment and enthusiastic 

5Upport. He was a g",at networkcr 

and facilitator. He was quick to 

credit people with their contribu

tions to the Winter Cities f\lO\IC-

mc:m but "'m;tinN modest about 

his own a.ccomplishmena. We all 

ftcl his loss. 

We 3'" mos, gnteful '0 his 

family for sel=ing the Wimer 

Cities Association as ,he recipient of 

donations in Jack's memory. We 

cxtend 10 them our sinO'''' condo-

Icnees. 



W I NTER C I T I E S 

A History of the Winter Cities Movement 
and the Liveable Winter Cities Association 

from draft written in 1991 by JACK ROYLE, edited by ANNE MARTIN 

Some would say The Norm Iw 
playro a self-sacrificial rok in 

human n'Olution, nuing high 

in achievement, low in recognition, 

high in.he Sluff oflcadailiip, low 

in the abiliry In at.12CI; followers. 

Nonh~rneu h~ve bttn Aid In have 

contribu.«I more per capiu th~n 

.he human aver:lge in ~uch areas as 

.echnnlogy, governmen., ~ntenain

ment, business, sporn, t"'''-'porta_ 

lion and communication. It didn't 

help The Nnrth tha. a larg~ propor

linn of i~ mosl energetic and c~ 

alin propk foliowN me eumple of 

Alcx:lnder GI3Iu.m BdJ and moved 

south '0 put O'IC'r .heir idas and 

reap .he bend'u. 

The Winter Ci.ies Movement, 

sw~ping .he world, could be call«1 

.he beginning nf ~ trend in .he 

npposite direction. RnIly for the 

fil1l time, nnnhaners an: seri~y 

jnining fnrces to &cc up rOo .heir 

nordiciry and ~ menuc:lva a 

~ posilive rok in human affairs. 

II is a mon COfISlructive d~op

mem 10 5« northern regions nf 

Japan, U.S.S.R. and China joining 

wi.h o.her coumlies and areas nf .he 

nonhern fringe in wnrking ou. pro

g ... ms for improv«llivabiliry and 

viabiliry of .heir cilies and commu

nilies. Membership and activi.ies of 

the Win.er Cities Association now 

fully ci<de .he globe. II could only 

han happened in mese limes of 

boiling dtangC' and mi=le oommu-

nicalions. Largely within me JnS. 
deade a ltansformalion in alri.ude 

100000rds living in the north has 

10uchn!. a.Imosr a qU<lne[ of me 

world's population who inlu.bit dose: 
• 0 half of iu land mus. 

Bri'ish-born Ralph Ers.kine, an 

archi,ec. practicing in Sweden, is 

acknowl«lg«l .0 have been ,he fil1l 

to han widely proclaimed that 

northerners were serving IhemselYC.I 

badly by down-playing their envi

ronment in designing ,heir Sttue

[ures and cities and in orner a.!pettJ 

of Iheir Iiva. Overwhelmed by com

municatioru and innova,ioru from 

Ihe more populous warm clima.e 

belts, Swedish builden found i. easi

er '0 imitate Ihan ' 0 devdop ,ech

nologics approprialC to .he snow 

and cold of ,he dima.~. The mull 

ing discomfort, inconveni~nce and 

added cc)s' inCfe»c<J, Illmer man 

diminish«l, the hamuap of a severe 

dimate. 

Bepnning about 1945, Enkine 

poin.n!. ou. mal user-un&i~ndJy 

nonhern cities helped 10 drin lheir 

resident$ away, swelling Ihe .ou.h_ 

ward mig ... tion of people and ec0-

nomic power, slowing down norlh

ern prO!'(:$!!. To prove his point, h~ 

began .0 design Strucrures and ci,ia 

appropriate [Q me Slvtdish climate. 

He is Rill acrive, still expounding 

,he 'winter ci.ics" m~, is 

presently ~planning me wimer ciry 

of Luld.. He Iw !=ticir-'n!. in 

aaivilia nf me Win.er Cilies 

A$$ocialion and (be Internalional 

Winter Ci,ies Commill~. 

On ,he other side of the globe, 
residenl$ of Hokbido, Japan' • 

no"hernmos( island-prcfro;ture, had 

beo:omc aware Iha. meir problems in 

,he design and conslrucrion of 

buildings and cities were different 

from fempellllC and semi-I(opical 

regions .hal composed the remain

der of Japan. Leaders of Hokbido, 

including Mayor Takeshi hagaiti , 

chid" offICer of s..pporo iu largcst 
ciry, began in (he 1970'. [Q look 

abrwd [Q o,her northern areas for 

solu,ioru .0 such problems as proper 

insuillion of buildings. sui able 

.... nspomuion modes and the 

arr:lngemenu of utili.ies. 

In 1982, Mayor lap invi,«I 

mayors or a number of normern 

cilies ,0 mc:ct wim him in Sapporo 

co exchange information nn how 

problems of winter cities might be 

soIv«I and how ~ promotion of 

aru, . porn, nd.ure and recre, .. ion in 

.he nonhern reginns might be 

achieved. Rq""scn ... tivcs of nine 

cilies in six countries allend«l. In 

1985, a second · North~rn 1nlcreiry 

Conference" WI! held in Shenyang, 

China wim rcn eilies from six COun

tries represemn!.. 

From Ihis beginning developed 
the Norm~rn Interciry Conkrence 

Commill~, lnscd in s..pporo, wi.h 

Mayor lagaki as Clu.innan. This 



committ~ wu tlK third pillar of!he 

Wirller Cities movement, the other 

[WO being tM: Wimer Cities 

As$oci.:uion and !he lmernational 

Winter Cities c,mm'u«. 

The Wimer Ciliel As$ociation 

had ilS origins in the activities of Dr. 

William C. ~rs, a professor It 

the Univenity of Minnc:5Qta in 

MinnupoliJ. Knowil1g 110!hing of 

!hc actions taken by Ralph Erskine 

or the 5tirring! in Hokkaido, Rogen 

looked round !he Twin Citi"" of 

Minneapolis and St. I':!.ul in 1979 

and d~ded !hey ~u: failing !heir 

citiu:ns by ignoring or downplaying 

Ihe !eVere dimale. In public J1ate

mtnlS and lettctS to the Mayor, he 

d""lam! Minneapolis wu a "wimer 

walteland" thai focused on summer 

and pretended wimer aw:..y. (Dr. 

Rogers was often called "C,nifer 

Bill" b«:a~ of hiJ preaching that 

winter cilies should plant more ~r

g=n t=. He W3S aUo a founding 

member of both 'M: Wimer Cilies 

Association and the International 

Winter Citiel Committ~). 

~ Di=lor of the Univenity's 

"World Affairs Center", Ile orp.n

iud a "Liveable Winter City 

C,nferencc" and invited as ]»rtici

]»nts mOre than a hundm! leading 

urbaniJl$ from around Ihe world. 

This fin. confeu:ncc concluded ,ha, 
the problem of downgrading and 

neglecting winter was l10t peculiar 

to ,he Twin Cities and tha, a second 

conference mould be held a year 

!>'ter. llte second conference was 

attended by Alfm! Sawge, then 

a-.icf C,mmissioner of Edmonton, 

and tM: author crack Royle) who 

was a keynote speal<cr. Through the 

dJ"oru of these [WO panici]»nts, and 

as a result ofRagcu' promOlional 

activities, the idea quiclcly spread 

WINTEIl C I T I £ S 

through Canada.. [nterest 5I.irm:! in 

EdmOntOn, Winnipeg. Toronto and 

Ot.awa. 

In Toronto, -Planning for 

Tomorrow" Forums in 1980 and 

1982, organiud for ,he Ontario 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs by 

George Pnybylowski, fealUm! dis_ 

cus,sion p.>nm on 'M: "winter citiel" 

idu. Ralph Erskine waI brought 

&om Scoc:kholm, William Ragen 

from Minneapolis and Ami 

Fullerton, widely known for his for

w:..rd-looking designs of nonhcrn 

cities and communities, from his 

home in Creston, B.C. EbcrhMd 

Zeidler, one of Canada's fou:most 

architectS, panicip,Jled. In 1982, 3 

public ~ning 5c:SIion bringing 

these speakers together drew an 

audience of mOte than 650. 

In Winnipcg, a group known as 

"Winnipeg A.M .. " took up the au$C 

and organized workshops and public 

rallia. Later, Val Wencr, a favorite 

Winnipeg columnist and founding 

I1K.lIIber of tlK Winter Cilia 

Association, gave leadcnhip in 

orp.niring additional seminars Ind 

in publishing thei r p_ttdings. 

In Ottawa, Rick Lawford, sen

ior officer of Environment Canada, 

call~d ~ " Live~ble Winter City" 

organizational meeting. Pouncen 

people attended and ag:rccd 10 Cl"C:lte 

the organization. In subSC<juent 

meetings, M:ld ahern~tdy in Onawa 

and Toronto, a chmer was dr.lfled . 

Fcdenl incorpon.tion was obtained 

largely through the drort.! of Byron 

Johnson, Ot.awa consultant, and 

Ernest Balmtt, Toronto d~loper 

and financier who inspired the 

group 10 take money from their own 

pockets to defray organizational 

apense. I':!.uick Olen, Ollawa city 

• 

p!>.nner, was chosen as firs, 

President. Chapters "''CU: formed in 

both Ollaw:.. and loronto. Professor 

Norman P["Q.§ffiln, Uni~nit)' of 

Waterloo School of Urban and 

Regional Plmn;n" in time succeed

ed Mr. Chen. 

ThUl was bunched the Winter 

Citia As$ociation (tlK word "live

able" was dropped as being restric

tive) which also beame a pillar of 

Ihe movement. Primary objectives 

"''Cre to conduct educational and 

organizational activities as vig<;>romiy 

as po5Sible within the limitatiOIl that 

the organiunion had to]»y ilS way 

primarily through sale of member

sh ips and subscriptions Additional 

funding was obtained from govern_ 

menu or other agencies for special 

projects, but in u:a1ity officers and 

memben have had to «:lch i"lo 

their pockets to keep the Association 

ano.t. 

In 1985, ,he W.CA leaders 

JUF,gC5ted to Ami Fulknon, by ,hen 

an active member and senior plan

ner for dow.ltown Edmonton, that 

his City could ~II be an appropri

ate host for an international -winter 

~itia" conferen<:c. Oim:ue SU-lislia: 

show Edntomol1 iJ on average 

North America', coIdesr city of more 

than half a million population. 

Mayor Lawrencc Decou: and his 

Council supponed the project and 

Mr. Fullerton was placed in charge 

orit. Many "''CI'C IU~ when 

"Edmonton's Winter Cities 

PonunlShowasc [986" turned OUI 

10 be a remarhble JuCCOS with 

mou: than 400 participants il1dud

ing Mayor lugaki from Japan and I 

large conli"g~ nt from Scandinavia. 

Sapporo generously supported the 

event with a large group of dde

gates, disp!>.ys and entertainment 

• 



features. 

An unexpected developmem 

was lhe arrival of nine civic and 

business leaders from Trom'D, 

Norw:lY, applying for permission ro 

put on a similar ""ent. To meet this 

devdopmem, Mr. FuJierton called 

together the four acknowledged 

~founders" of the moYmlent, Mayor 

hagaki, William Rogers, Jack Royle 

and Fullerton himself. Thus was 

launched the International Winter 

Cities Cmnmillee, chaired by 

Fullerton, with a mandate to pro

mOte and assi,t aspects of the bien

nial international Forum/Showcase, 

except for the Nonhern Intercity 

Conference of Mayors which would 

becomc a concurrent event. Funded 

by and based in Edmonton, thc 

LW.C.C. became the third pillar of 

rhe Winter Cilies Movemenr. 

The three pillars complement 

one another. N.I.C.C., with inpul 

from I.W.c.c., chooSCli the host city 

for the major biennial eventS and 

organi:teS the Nonhern Intercity 

meeting of Mayors. I.w.c.c. ,up

pom and assists all omer aspects of 

these events including the tcchnical 

=sions, expositions and dcsign 

competirions. 

In this mode, Wimer Cities 

Forum/Showcases were held in 

Edmonton in 1988 and in Trom.lo 

in 1990. Event. have been planned 

for Montreal in 1992 and 

Anchnr.oge in 1994. Meanwhile, the 

Winter Cities Associ.rion promo.es 

and 5uppom the broad movement 

continuously in all parts of .he 

nonhern world. The organization 

now has affiliate and supporting 

groups in more than twenty cities in 

North America, and in Scandinavia, 

U.s.S.R. and Asia. Currently, the 

Winter Ci.ies Association is based in 

W I N T ER CI T I E S 

Calgary and Harold Hanen, noted 

Calgary archircct, is Prcsidem. 

This brief review has mentioned 

the n.mes of a few culy pioneers, 

but there are hundreds more who 

made important contributions. 

Perhaps no movement in human 

hi,rory has caughr fire as quickly. 

Thanh to the Winter Citics 

Movemellt and its three pillm, 

northerners arc indeed gaining a 

beller grasp of ,he opponunities and 

problems presented by .heir nonh· 

ern environment while gaining new 

"alUS and new reasons for .self confi

dence and pride in mcir beau,ifUI 

"top quarter of the globe". 

(d. Si~" ,hh pj", was unitt"', srwraf 
o7:anjuti6n,,{ chang" halJt """rrd. 
In l994. 'k In,"""ti6fUS{ AswrWri." of 
M"Y"n of No""",, Ci,,.,, """ "",blishd. 
It h sIN o7:""jzing btnIy for a bj"",Ud 
rIItIIl ro"'pn/jng" No""",, Inurrity 
Conf",n" of Maytm, " Wi",,.,. Citj" 
Fo",,,, and .n Exposjljon or Sho",,_. 
£""'fN"n ,.;ti" now haW" tkj, ow~ 07:""
jUljO", Wi"t,.,. Cjti" £""'1'" I" Nonh 
Amni,.:, wt haW" six LiW"abk Wi",,", 
Cili" AU"";"Ijon_ aluJ >ifnmJ to /U tht 
Win".,. Cili" An"";"tion. Tht 
{",""",jonaf Wj"", Citi" Co",,,,j,,,,, 
bascd j" &/"""""'" h no ~ngrr auiW".). 
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Flying Penguin 

U 
Wh,", m,di'" 
school""" being 
planned in TrOm.lD, a 
tOWn in northern 
Nol"W3y of rom( 

30,000 - 40,000 peoplc ar the 
lime, the sagcs from the sourh 
argued that it would never 'Uc
ceed. No faculty would mOVe to 
the north to teach there. No IlU
den" would com(. As events 
have turned om, ,he medical fac
ulty ar the Univetsity ofTrom ... 
has proved to be very successfUl 
and is 2 world leader in training 
physicians for .service in north
em and rural communities. 

Som"""herc along the linc a 
flying penguin was adopted as 
their symbol.. It was a reply to 
those who said that 2 university 
in the nofth,:rnd in particular a 
medical ,chool, would lIOt work. 
Th~ flying pellguin is a perfect 
response 10 this skepticism 
bccaU5C penguins don'r fly, and 
penguins don't live in ,he north! 
So wbat's the problem! 

Sub",it"d by Dr. Cha,InJag~_ 
l'rttidnot. Unj,,",i., of Nmhn>< 
8,itish CoI"mbitJ, who is _",jng 
with omm to tkw~p a "'MU"! sd.ooI 
jn ""rtIJ<m Brithh Co!"",bjo """ 
wIHJ ..... " .. "flying p"'g"jn pj" .n hh 

·r" 



W I NTER CI T I E S 

Linking Up With Shenyang 

L
ily Chow is .n ~mb>SSador for 
Prince Georg<' and h. been 
involve<! with Wintn Ci.ies 

~cdvi.ies .ince 1997. Sh~ helped 
prep~re City delega.es for .he 
Harbin conferen'" and .r.mslate<! a 
le.,er or intrOOue.ion into Chinese 
char.lcters. During .he Prince 
George Forum in 19"99. she was an 
in,erpreter for Fan Tao. a City 
Planner from Harbin and she also 
met WangJingying, me Dcpmy 
Chief of rhe roreign Affitirs office in 
Shenyang. and his interpreter. 
Hunter Liu. 

In Novem~r 2001, following a 
presemalion she made for the 
History Faculty in Peking 
University, Lily visi.ed Shenyang. 
,he Capi.al of Liaoning Province 
and a cultural and historic city 
where ,he Qing Dyn:osty began. 
Hun,er Liu m:l.de arr:mgementS for 
Lily '0 speak 10 !(acheiS a! the 
GU"nya Americ:m English Training 
Centre and to studentS in Shenyang 
University. Liaoning University and 
Shenyang Institute of Technology. 
She talke<! .bQut me Canadi.n e<!u· 
cation ~tem. the lives orChinese 
Canadians and intrOOuccd Prince 
Georg<'. Lily ""rs she will never for· 
get the warm frien dship and kind 
hospitality of thc Foreign Affairs 
office. 

Lily o,.,w n " _"IThtr Imd Iht ,,,,,,
of twtJ book>. -St.joumm in lhr North" 
lind "Chil,i,,! Thrir cm,,1tU~ which jiNu; 
0" Chin= "ninnmn i~ 'M in/mo. of 
Bri'nh CA{u",b"'. 

Photo< by Hun'lT Liu 

an interview with LILY CHOW 

, 

Antarctic 
Treaty 

to 
Th,U,;,," 
S,ates was onc 

of me cweh-e 
nations that 

initiale<! ,he 

AntarCtic T=ty in 

December 1959. Today. 
the USA is a consuirative 

party to the treaty and 
opera.es three year.round 

research .talions, 

McMurdo, Amundsen

Scou and Palmer. Canada 
signed the treaty in 1988 

bm docs not operale any 
r=arch s(,nion. 

-



WINTER CIT I E S 

Building Linkages 
Between W'inter Cities 

by COUN KINSLEY, Mayor, Ciry of Prince George 

I t giYCS me gmt plc;osure to be 

able to contribute to this edition 

of the Winter Citie$ Journal. 

The title of rhe article "Building 

Linbg ... belWCCn Winter Ciries" is a 

testament to the bcnefiu rhe City of 

Prinq George has gained as I mem

be.r of the Wimer Ciries As$ociadon. 

As a membe.r of the Winter 

Citi" Association (WCA). we have 

5«n living conditions in the north 

imprOV<' signific:lndy over Ihe years. 

This increased a~ren<'SS of the <by
IO-<by issues has made us realiM' we 

are not in this alone. In F.aet, archi

tCCU, engin«rs, and planners have: 

"""n corKq>lualil.ing and building 

infrastructure more l uited 10 ,hex 

types of dimates. Th~ rnIiM' lhe 

importana. of snow lo»ds on build_ 

ings. the dfccu of snow and ice in 

our norm SYSlems, Of ~n the 

importance of snow rvnoval from 

city Streets. Th~ a1K1 undmnnd 

,he potential h:aurds ptdesnians 

race while Irying 10 get around their 

rnpeaivc municipali.ies and how.o 

make life simpler for Ihem. 

AlIOSCTher, the Wimer Ciries 

Association hal enabled uS 10 pro

vide more efficienl and dT«rive 

infr>.llruClurC for our con5{imenu. 

Our membcnhip has also 

enhanced economic link:lgl'S. As an 

example, ,I has opened the door for 

forenry wmpanies in the Prill« 

George repon 10 expand on polcn

Tial new lumber maruu through<>ut 

the world. In F.aa, Spruce CapitJ.1 

Homes in Prince George, is 0"" 

company thai has been IUcccssiUJ in 

selling ill productS in rhe pasl '0 

Russia, KOI"Q and Japan, and mOre 

recently 10 China and kebnd. 

Wirh .he increase ,n potential new 

lumber markell, Ihe opportuniTy for 

Prince George and other cities ,n 

Canada 10 'mport products and 

Krv;ces from other parts of the 

world increases, thus crealing much 

economic growlh between commu_ 

nilies. 

The mission of the Winter 

CiTies Auocialion is 10 serve as I 

source of information related '0 

in'proving living condiliom in the 

north. To this end, ,he City of 

Prina. George has """n able 10 mare 

il:l expenise in Ihe Irc:a of snow 

managemenl. As the City of Prina. 

George has """n secn as the leader 

in UlOW removal oprnuioru, il bas 

allowed m~ny norrhem communi

ties to learn from Our 5UCCCSSC:l, in 

hopes of dcvdoping similar !)'STem, 

in the,r communities. 

Lastly, Ihe WCA ha, provided 

municipaJirieli w'lh an enhanced 

f<>cw, and incre:lSCd wimer COmmu

nity pride. The climate in Bri'ish 

Columbia, as well as ~cross C:uuda, 

di fTers gready from commlln ilY to 

c.ommunity. The WCA has enabled 

us 10 ,hare and ga ther new ideas 

wilh other communi.ies imtcad of 

opttJ.ting in a vacuum. In tht end, 

, 

munkipaJilicslfe able to share ideas 

and find ways 10 be. more df«livc 

and cffieiem. 

The City of Prince George has 

truly benefi ted from iu membef$hip 

with Ihe WCA. We have been able 

to ~SSO(iate ourselves with commu_ 

nitil'S with similar issues, as well as 

provide an aVenue for informarion 

sharing. The WCA has hdptd 10 

tJ.'sc 2~rene5f of wimer communi_ 

ties and the role Ih~ pl~y not only 

in the u.nadian «onomy but in the 

glob.al economy too. 

Thra. years ago Prince Grorge 

had the pleasure of hosting Ihe 

Wimer Cities Forum which enabled 

WI ro form vahuble busillCSl md 

.KICiai tdationships wilh many of 

OUr colleagues in ,nc WCA. The 

demomu:lliom of equipmem and 
machinery used in our northern 

wimer living wndit ioll1 during the 

Forum were again a $OU.rcc of ~at 

imefCSt to the WCA membcrmip 

and ,n fact we are preparing to yi,il 

Aomori, Japan in 2002, for Ihe next 

WCA Forum and look forward 10 

another le~m'ng experience as a 

Wimer C ities Association Member. 

hr info"",,"ilm II~Ut tIN 
City .f Prinu Grit." lind in ._ 
WIn ..... City ummin«, visir 
www.nIJlPt·balt 



WINTER CIT I E S 

Children • Winter Climate zn 
by LEIF W1KMAN, Presidem of Winrer Cities Europe 

W
nlcr and SflOW au essen

IW oondi,ions for chil
dun growing up in 

NQr{h~rn climate. In our cilia we 
have a 101 of knowledge of rhe spe
cial conditions fOT children in the 
arctic region. Therefore, Wimer 
Cities Europe (WeE) amnged a 
conference: on rhe rheme ·Children 
in Winter CJinmc· in Kiruna, 
Sweden lUI Scplcmbcr. 

The confcreucc gave au ace!· 
Icm opporlunily 10 JislC(\ {O imcrar
ing [eclUres and athang.: experi
ences. During Ihe conference: We 
had 21 discourses on diffcrcul :,u~1 
o(Wimer Oimalc and Children. 
Let me give MIme Ullmplc of Ihe 
!opia. 

III ,IN unt/V (lftlH ~rip,,",. 

Svro Y1iiW from H6g;:l!iruskolan in 
Kiruna, 5w«Icn showd w how thq 
prodl.KC Web-sila abour Winter sil
wlions and how 10 usc tJ>c, Intern...: 
as a p.JfI of the Mucuion in com
munication wilh schools around the 
World. 

Willi .... - II pon;bi/iry fo~ chil
;,.tni =",iuiry. Marjoo Rilll:ola !Torn 
Kemi, "illl~nd deKrilxd how they 
usc the snow in preschool-<:lre, the 
usc of w:uer-oolor dir«1 on snow 
whell making snow_lamps. building 
sno~rles, listening 10 the silence 
in the winler forest, using the wimer 
d:lrkness 10 c"'~te i'e_lamp$ and 
pl~y halloween games. Doing SOme
Ihing .oge.her in the fre$h air in 
n1tUre mllCl everyone happy. 

1'IN SImi Cultuw and Llnt"att Q4 " 

ffl"urn j" tiN ~Jou:atj"". Brilt 
All:;1S·Labba from the Sami School 
Boo.rd showffi us how they lake 
wVlInrage of the Sami culture 10 ~ 

111 a tra dimensioll in the educ:l.tion. 

FACTS 
Wi,,'c, Cilifl Europe is a 

Europe. " sislN o". "iulirm It1 
\VinIC, C;lifi Alloci.Ilion. ,went""'" 

are cil;'" i" Norwar, n,,/and, $~f" 
.,,<1 Crf!MI."d. The """''' ..... ,;0'' 

look a -r aClM p.an i" pn;p.orinB fu, 
1M /n/('m.IlionaJ w,n/N Cn.., 

C"n~ 1000 i" Kirtlrw ar>d lulU. 
MIN /hi: biB COI)~ Wi_ Cit ... 
f~ chongtd Ioc:us MId is 

now ,"",i", wffh COI)~ ~ 
~~ 01 ~ pr'fXft<i", 
.- idus ar>d inmm....lion .bout 
..;_ dm..t. .r>d it. poWbi/;' ... ,.,-

1'IT,""f;O" ,,/sU,'CUU;II Nuu". 
Stephen Hakcsbcrg from Nuuk, 
Grcerrland and Pcter Bcrlilldcr from 
the University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark told us how '0 lW' ,he 
ruouro:s of nature in the un.truenl 
of aggressive young boys. 

8 

C","';IIlu" ill 5""1/",,,1 - ",,, 
tlf tIN _rlJ. Hilde Bjennes from 
Svalbard, Norw.l.y presented Ihe 
book children in Svalbard ha>'C pro
duced aboUI the world's no"hern
mQl;t growing-up uc:;t. SvalNrd is a 
small Norwegian village in ,he mid
dle of the uctic wilderness. 

'lbe conference w:oS a huge suc
cess. The WeE planned ;1 for 30 
pmicipan lS, hoped for 50 and 
dreamed or 100. We gOI 230 teach
ers, smdel1ls, politicians and othell 
from Norway, Greenland, Finbnd 
and Sweden. In the evalua,ion they 
ga>'C us lOp marks. Childn:n alld 
Wimer is a ,heme tha, engages 
many people. Tachers, environmen
ral specialislS, comPUter 'pecialisu, 
archilccu, pbnners and poIi.icians 
an: JOnle of them. We (:an n:oom
mend i, for moo Winler Cities 
organiullions. 

In ,he evening bnwccn the two 

confen:n« d:I)'I the ~ity ollGruna 
unngcd a reception at the bcatlliful 
City Hall of Kiruna. One of the per_ 
formances lhat evening was Ihe 
song-and-danCj: STOup 
"Snowdtildren" from the VilGmgi 
school in Kiruna, Girls and 00)'1 
aged 8· ]3 rears gave us a cuhur:U 
a.specl of snow and winter. We also 
got a visit from F:llher ChriSlmas of 
the Lulcl Ch riSlmas Calendar. 

In Winter Cilies Europe we ~n: 
now engaged in following lip the 
conference by recruiting new cilies, 
IIni>'Cn;ties and orgo.niullion, as 
membcll. We an: also dUcu"ing 1 
new conference on the $arne theme 
in anolher part of our area.. 
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New Downtown Marquette 
Park to Feature Winter Activity 

T ho, convnsion of:lJl aMn
dom<!. rail corridor through 
!he heart of!h~ Cil}" of 

Marquclle, Michig:on. USA, will 
indude the devdopment of a new 
town iquare thai will feature winler 
activities. Cil}" and downtown lead
ers envision a public g:o!hering spa« 
Ihal will combine public an :lJId 
)'Gr-round recreational facilities, 

The City of Marque lie, popula
lion 20,000, is localed on Ihe soulh 
shore of Lake Superior and is Ihe 
largest city in MKhigan', Upper 
Penin~ula. This geographic region, 
fondly known as the ·V.P.", is a 
remote area nearly surrounded by 
the Great~. Marquc«c i. ~r 
500 miles north of Ottroit. 

Ouc to I"" PlQIimil}" ofLakc 
Su!",rior, the Marquctte :lIra = ives 
IremcodolU ~Iakc eA'ect" snowf..ll, u 
a result of cold wimer winw blow· 
ing :ocrou the ~ ttp>.1UC of Lakc 
Superior. 

Flinn" RAil Q,rriJor Import"", ro 
M"rtfuuui lRwlopmmt 

Marquette ...... originally devel
oped. io the 186O's u a port on Lake 
Superior to scrvc: a growing iron 
mining indlUtry. The mines, local
ed some to miles inland from Lakc 
Superior, relied on lake tr.Insporta
tlon 10 ship iron ore 10 refineries in 
Ohio and Penruyiv::mia via the Great 
Lili>. 

In the early 193O's, an ore dock 
...... COn5lruCIed in Marquelte', 
lower harbor near downtown. An 
devaled tresde structure ...... built 
Ihrough the downtown district, 
effeclively splitting the cenlral bWli
ness dimiCl in twO. 

by PATRICK J. COLEMAN, AlCP 

The clCVllted trestle and ore 
dock iCfVCd ;IS pu..-poK for many 
yetn. In lhe 1970's, uSC of Ihis 
lransponalion corridor ce:ucd. with 
aU iron subsequently shipped OUI of 
another ciry harbor. For nurly 30 
years. the elevated trestle was 
unused. In 2000. the City of 
Marqunte was able to acquire Ihi. 
corridor, envisioning a ~lincar p>.nc 
that would primarily be used for a 
biM and walking tnil. 

Community PlAnninl f>r-tKns 
In November of 1m, commu

niry planning worbhops wen: con
VC'ned 10 determine the future of a 
th= block segment of the corridor 
through the downtown district. A 
walking lOU r. design workliho!" and 
public hearings ~ held as pan of 
this process.. The planning p_ 
was well allend~ by a varirty of cit_ 
il(n$ ~nd bWlin~ own~n. 

PanicipanU' envisioned WlinS 
much of the corridor for biking and 
~ng tnil,. This corridor q
mtnt will link o!her cil)' bOO: trails 
imo one large loop around the cil)'. 

One panicular area of the rm 
corridor in downtown split twO sep
anle public parking areas on either 
side of the corridor. Wilh !he trestle 
gon~, planners noced thai combin
ing these parkins areas created some 
efficiency of sp>.ce uliliulion, yidd
ing room for somcthing more than 
jWlI a lrail corridor. The idea of 
Wling this Sp>.ce for a town iquare 
and cenlral gathering area resulted. 

CommunilY participanU' 
desired a lown square-type 1p>.CC 
thai would provid~ a comfort station 
and rest rooms fur trail t1Krs. $pacc 

, 

for. farmen market , c:uuaI music 
performances, public art , and icc 
skating. 

W"inur U" Import/lilt 
Cons~"ri4 .. 

The JUpport for a multi-season
a1lrail corridor and lown square 
Siems from Marquelles involvemen! 
wilh the LiVC'able Wimer Cities 
Associ.tion (LWCA) and desire!o 
improve winter livability. Marquetle 
hosted!he 1997 Winter Cities 
Forum and has been represented at a 
number of the LWCA and 
Intcrnalion.l Association of Mayon 
of Nonhem Cities (lAMNC) con
fi:rences. Mar<jucne has also putid· 
p>.led in a wintC1" maintenance/man_ 
agement achang~ inwlving public 
works !",fSOnnel with the cities of 
Prince George. BC, Canada md 
Wei and Kiruna, Sweden 

It is the ciry'l de$ire 10 improw 
li""bilil)', particularly during the fivt; 
month wimer ..,ason, which an 
include annual snowfalls acuding 
250 inches. As a winter eil)', 
Marqu,me hulooked beyond the 
typical seasonal we of a bOO: and 
walking !rail and will pack and 
groom snow on {he {rail system for 
wimer walking and skiing. The trail 
nelWOrlt will link directly inlo the 
propoK<llOWfl sqU.1re. Thus, resi
denll flOm many areas of the ciry 
may soon be able {O ski, bike or 
walk downtown fo! shopping and 
entertalnmem. 

Co .. upr PlAn /HwkprJ 
Bued upon input from Ihe commu
nity planning process, a conccp! for 
the lown square was dc:vcloped by 



th~ dty'. d"l'ign oonsulum on u.., 
proj«t, U. P. Engine= & 

ArchitNOu. The concept', faturtt 

include: 

o Scpar.u~ bike and walking p~,h. 

w.I)'I desigll~ for winter cross· 

(OUlltty skiing. 

o At! outdoor suting rink with 

refrign'2ted ice surlilce and shel· 

tering roof ~'em. The ice rink 

a..,. will Ix us;tblc for perform. 

ar>a:I', a Iilrmrr'. muket and 

$I[:udxwdinr/rollerbbding 

wlKn ice is no( p~nl. 

o Nhptation of an auting on

lite ret:>.ining WldI to h«ome an 

-an wall~ for display of heritas<' 

interpretation lnd public art. 

o A large public ut work fatm_ 

ing w.lter (and icc). 
A JWk building to include an 

indoor g.thering and w.lrming 

am, public restroonu., md nor
~ ~rt for bicyclcs md ski.. 

An outdoor fire pit. 

The projrct will Ix ronnrucled 

in p~ beginning in 2002. 

WINTER CIT I E S 

/t#;,;w O",ro",er ExpHuJ 

TIle pro;rcr. will have positive 

bcnefit$ for the Marqueue commu

nity. The project COnVC'U underuti

Iittd am:! blighted space to a central 

gathering space, with activities in . 11 
seasons. The ice slating rink is 

apo=ted to allraCl numerow per

SOIl5 throughom the winter 5C:ason 

to Ihe downtown, and impl't'OYe win

ter livability in the city. The nail 

access will (nhanee quality oflifc 

and promote habhy lifestyles. The 

palk will creale opportunities for the 

local aru community. Finally, the 

project is an imporlllnt component 

in .he city'. downtown rcvir.diz;1tion 

program and is expcct~ 10 c~a'e 

devdopment opportunities, in"elll_ 

merl! and job creation. 

i'PTitlt c..kr>u,., Mer. is ,ht PmiJnol of 

U.P. Entin ..... flo A".h" ....... IN" • "'~Iti· 

Junf/i,.." fi .. NrM"t 1M U'J'R G_, 
~'"' ~o~. 1/, is 1M j",,,,"'j~,, ,.., 
pmit/m, '" Iht LJ_1m W;~tn Cirin 

AJ»dittiMr. 

" 

New buildings 
for the 

South Pole Station 

U 
Nrw buildings arc 

under COll5trucUon al 

the South Pole S ... ion 

for complnion in 

2005. The munu~ 
will have a len fOOl dev,lIioll alld 

em Ix raiK<l 10 Kcommod.:l\e an 

:oa:umul~IiOIl of SIlOW. h will Ix 
mooubr and pandittd and is 

d"ignffi $0 the romponenu can 

Ix traruponffi in :on LC 130 

Hercules aircraft. The tW(>-lIory 

struCNre will $t~nd forty Ittt high 

and will h~,.., twO"C $hapcd 
pods, 400 fee'! long with 100 foot 

l:lI:!cnded wings. It will '"" :alter· 

n:ue $OulCO' of energy (w:ostC heat 

recovery, photo volraic, IUlll ight 

and .solar). The :uchitecu ~'C 

hrraro Choi and Associatcs Ltd.. 

-
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Links Between Winter Cities 
a personal perspective 

by FRANK BLUES 

I n Fcbrwry 1999. I h~d 1M priv_ 
ilege of auending Ih~ Winl~r 
Cities Conf~rencc in my home

lown Printt Grorge. BritUh 
Columbia. The Confer~ncc pr=n
tal ions indudM many &lp«U of 
designing for and living in nonhern 
commUllities. with p~nters shu
ing ,heir vi~ on Y3rious upea of 
life in ,heir communities. I lelIrned 
of differ<:nt w:I)'"S to view similar 
issues in my wmmunity. Site visits 
were CQnducted to nrious areas of 
cultural and professional interesl 
induding winter o~r:l.lionl where: 
the rubl,c,r hin the road SO to speak. 
It WU ~ pl","ur<: to Jh:lr<: illfonna
lion with attentive audiences from 
OIMr communities with similar 
ime~ts such ;u snow management. 
This w:I.! the 11m time ther<: had 
b«n m opportunity 10 highlight the 
skilb and knowledge of our City 
empl~ in tM business of !mOnag
ing snow, lnd Our employees were 
stimulated by the attemion and 
qUCllfions of the international con
f(r<:nce attendees. Our visitors 
appr«iated the skills and knowiedSC' 
of our City Jtaff;u discussiofU and 
dcmonstr.llions took place. II is 
imponant to me mu all invol~ 
employees r<:CCi~ the recognition 
they deserve ;u they contribute to 
the success of opcr.ttions by 
wrestling with the introduction of 
new ideas and duUenges. 

In October 2000. Prince 
George w:I.! Ihe venue for the first 
meeting of a Snow Managcm~nl 
Sub Commiucc to be established 
under Ihe banner of the 
International Association of M~yors 
of Northern Cities (IAMNC). This 
mccting w:I.! personally Slimubling 

;u we gOt down to the business of 
u>ow managcIIKnt. Her<: w:lS m 
opportunity for a sharing of techni
cal ideas and cuitUtes in terms of 
community apeclalions for wimer 
~rvices. This wu my 11m opportu
nity 10 meet with a signiflCanl oum
ber of Jap.>ncse and Chin~ guesu 
in • business ~lIing. P~ntations 
were made md il surprised 11K tlut 
thCtc WCte vuy few questions "' 
their conclusion ;u nu.y normally 
happen in a Nonh Ametica.n style 
m~Cling. [ iOOn learned that ques
lions arne at breaks in tile prooeed
inp. This w:IS indeed a differ<:nt 
w:ly of doing bwillCSS. Other differ
ences in culture were evident 
throughout the mcctinp and", 
mtals. Iu [ rdkcted On my confer
ence aperience. I recalled how our 
visitors in some = quietly hud
dled to apparently discws the pres
entation material . Sho"ly after the 
"huddl.,-. one r<:p~native: would 
approach and;uk questions of the 
presenter for additional informalion 
or clarifICation. [ also larned that 
the ~nior illdividual within the 
group brought the quenions to the 
p~nter. I wu impressed with this 
organized .Ild respectful approach to 
foUow up on the p~ntl1ion . 

For a few d~)'"S in February 
2001. we: Iud the plr:uur<: of host
illg City worke" from Ih~ Oties of 

\I 

Marquette. Michigan. USA; and 
tuld . nd Kiron •• Swed~n. The vis
ilors _r<: kccnly inle~ted in .«rnt 
c:hanges we had made in mow oper
ationl. and indeed the residents of 
!'riner Gro~ are ~ppr«iatm of the 
high level of winter ""rvices deliv
ered. M:rny thoughu and ideas WCre 
etthangcd with Our visiton. result
ing in an undcr5land ing of the win
tu challenges in ach of our com
munities. [ believe I have grown 
from th~ apc:rienccs and am more 
awar<: of the vasl knowledSC' avail
able ·out there", [also believe: the 
employtts of our City have: benefit
ed from the recognition of the 
Ihings we do well. and of the differ
ent approaches to similar issues in 
other northern communities. 

II il clear to me that our visitors 
shared a CQmmon desire to ddiver 
excellent service 10 Ihe residents of 
our commUllitics. St.ff ac:hanges 10 
broaden our aw:lreness of other 
.pproaches 10 service ddivery wiU 
slimulue new idas. u.onc:n learn
ing curves .• nd will assi5t in devel
oping apen CQnt:lCU in olher com
mUllilies that may have already 
developed the tccilnolosr or 
approaches desired by another. 
Written rc:sources ore an acdlent 
information source. but:lr<: not. 
SUMtilUte for JCCing firl1 hand the 
appliCltion of a desired ~rvice and 
meeting with the implcmenlen of 
that service to learn from their ape
roences. 

Fn",k 81un is Iht 
MIINlt" .jT",,,,,,,..,,.ti4I1;/I 
Iht Gry -r Pri_ c-w. 
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Building with Snow: 
northern Michigan towns to construct snow houses 

The havy lake dfta mow

falls aperiencW by some 

communities in Michigan'l 

Upper Proinsula ha\'C nOt alwaY' 

been W<'lcomffl, Annu;tl snowfall 

amounts aacding 250 inches (600 

cm) create addilional COSts for snow 

ma~em, diff,cuh driving and 

walking conditions, and ouend win

ter's dfccu well inlo the spring sea

W". 
In me last fifteen years h~r, 

the region has developed among 

winter IOlllism industry based upon 

snowmobiling and skiing dut takes 

advantage of the txeellem and reli 

able.snow (OfIditions and the :un's 

naluru bauty. A new response 10 

winter has evol"Cd, ~ upon me 

wintu cities model. 

The cilies of Houghlon and 

H ancock arc locued on me 

~naw Proinsula, a finger of 

Imd atending into Lake Superior, 

In this 'ra, Iccordfflsnowfalls arc 

among me highest in NOM 

America. The cities face each olher 

on sreep hillsides acrou the w.t'UJ 

of Poruge LIke and share a rich his

tory from a cenfUry of coPJl(r min

ing. The mines have been closed for 

by PATRI CK J. COLEMAN, AICP 

more thm 30 ye2fS. but tM area 

economy has stabilized due to me 

presence ofMichipn Technological 

University (MTU). In ream years, 

the cities have bendlted from the 

development of im;tll, high-tcch 

firms who locate mere for the high 

quality of life, despite Ihe temore 

local ion of Ihe region. 

S""", Iw long been used 10 

construct large, dabor:ue 'talllCS for 

M11J's Winter Carnival. This 

mnual ""ent has run for over 75 

yc1rs, md tM stucimt organiutions 

have developed snow "atue building 

10 a fine an. This winter, however, 

Houghron and Hmcock residents 

and visi,ors will experience some

ming n~. Scveru snow buildings 

will be constructed as a coopetative 

pilot pro;ea in Houghton and 
Hmcock. This wiU be the fiU! proj 

ta of its type in Ihe United SillIes. 

In .he laSt dcc:ade, COlUtruaing 

buildings with snow h:u been done 

successfully at several sites in the 

nonhern areas of Fin !and and 

Sweden. The Ice Hotel at 

Jukkasjarvi, Sweden md the 

LummiLinna Snowcasde in Kerni , 

Finland have allr.lCted international 

allention and visitation. Houghton 

and Hancock Inrned of these dad

opmems through their involvemen. 

with Ihe Liveable Winter Cities 

Associatinn. It was determined thai 

something similar could be done, 

given tM area's ,nowfaJ], experience 

with snowbuilding, md tourism 

markru, In ao:Idilion, many area ~ 

idcnl$ are of Finniu. heritage and 

the ciries are d""eloping business 

and sister city rdalioruhips with 

Finland. 

The pilot snowbuilding projta 

will consi5' of [W() scpar:ue SlruC

tures, one in each city. The projea 

is being developed as a community 

volunttccr drOrt. Funding for the 

pilot Iw been r.aised from contribu

tions from the twO cities, the 

~naw Tourism Council, md an 

arts g"om from the State of 

Michigan. Technical and projea 

management suppon is being pro

vided by U.P' Engineen &: 

ArchitectS, a region;tl design firm. 

The cities wilt contribute equipmen, 

md worken to construct the build

ing u.eU. Labol and finUhing 

dct:tils will be provided by studenl$ 

from MTIJ and Finland.ia 

You Can Help 
The: City of Prince George has rc:cc:mly contributed to the: dearing e:fforts at Ground Zero in New 

York City. We were: informe:d eithe:r in-kind (wimer fire: figh ters uniforms and other wimer overalls, 

work gloves, etc.) or d irc:cr financial donations would be: grate:fully accc:pted. Contact Jane: Pe:treUa 

in New York at 718-999-1319 if you would like: to help. 

" 

-
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LUIlITALOONOW HOUSE ., ..... _._ .. 
--r-"== ....... 

Univefsiry, ~ &rnaU coll~ in 

Hancock. Local artiSts wi!! con

tribme works of aff for the imerior 
of the nruCtufU. 

The pilot pruj= has con.racted 
for pruf~ional usinancc &om one 

of the world's bding """pcru On 
mow COImruction. Scppo Makinen, 

ofSnowhow Co. ofOulu, Finland 

hu been providing technical """!"'''_ 
isc to the design of the mucrures 

~nd will t"'vel (0 Houghton! 
Hancock to oversee comrruction in 

e~rly January 2002. Mr. Makinen 
h2.1 been involved with snowbuild_ 

ings at Kemi, Lahti and Helsinki, 
Finland. 

Each building will comist of 
arched snow ""UllS of over 1000 

IqUOlrc fm: of endosed space. The 
immon and CXtmon will be embel
lished with an work and icc. In 
Hancock, the · lumiruo~, (Finnish 

for sllowhousc), will include all icc 
caf~, where v;'itors C,II1 have a cofftt 

and a snack, and a fmun an gallery. 
In Houghton, the structure will be 

UK<! :1.1 a visitors center for Wimer 
u.rnival. 

As I pilot project, the goal ;. '0 

tm the f=ibiliry of oelling Luge, 

more elabo"'te nruaure:l.l a 
tour;'m attraction. ImpactS of the 

climate on the stn.>C1Urc, visiQtion 

alld commUllity support will be 
measured and c:va.Iuated. Local om

ciab will also be considering 
whether Inow buildings can be ceo

Ilomically COmtrucred for other spe
cial purposes. One idca ;. ' 0 use a 
Inow structure to house a curling 
rink.. Other uses, such 0$ a bar, 
lodgillg. and ski .-.:son: shel,er will 
also be considered. 

The cities of Houghton and 
Hancock are Inrning that their 
trcmelldous annual snowfaU is 

something very unique. The mow_ 

building project uses SnOw as a 

r<'$Oura for economic development 
and is an exciting Wlly for the COm_ 

munities to althrare this unique--. 

Library named 
after a founder of 
the Circumpolar 
Universities 
Association 

On October 29, 200 1, the library 

at the U~iryofNonhcrn 

British Columbia was dedicated 

as the Gcoffiq Weller Library in 

honour of the Founding 

I'resident. Professor Weller took 

up the post of President on 

JanUOlry I , 1990 and oversaw the 

early development of the 

University, iu conllruaion, its 

academic plan and regional man _ 

dote and the hiring of&CUlry and 

naff. He placed p2nicular impor

tance 0 11 the development of the 

library. The main campus wu 
o!",ned. in August 1994 by 
Quee.n Elizabeth. 

Geoffrey WeUer was passion_ 

ate about the nOM and promot

ed (he building of relationships 

between universilic. ~CI"(W the 

ci rcumpolar regions. He was a 

founder of the Circumpolar 

Universities Assoo.nion. He was 

aWllreled an honorary doctora1 
degree. from the Univcniry of 
Laplalld, Finland, for his cont ri_ 

bution to nonhern .. udies and 

dcvclopmem. ~ly, Dr. Weller 

died in July 2000. 
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Conference Report 
International Symposium on sustainability appraisal 

by DR. JO HN CURRY, Chair of lh~ Environm~ntal Studies Program, 

Universiry of Non hern British Columbia 

I n Octo~r 2001, over fifty com

muniry leaden, researchers, and 

51Udems pthe~ at th., 

Univc:rsiry of Northern British 

Columbi~ {UNBq CO diKuss meth

ods to measure movement towards 

communiry sustainabiliry within a 

northern muhi-sason context. Th., 

symposium enti tled ·Sun2ill2biliry 

Appraisal in Northern Climes" ~ 

the first St:age in a mwti-ynr 

r=ch project which will ~gin to 

addl'l:Sl iwuinabiliry issues in lWO 

rdatively rural and ttmote Ireo.s of 

the world. The Highland$ and 

blands of Scotland and northern 

BrilUh Columb~ and the Yukon 

suffer from conditions of pI'.ipheral_ 

iry and uniqu., solutions are ttqui~ 

to facilit,ue [h., tramition (rom 

economies and sociC'lies dependen t 

on ~urce exploitat ion to 

economies and societies which 

exhibit condi[iolU of susrainabil ity. 

The ~mpo.siu'n was designed 

10 introduu community ka.krs. 

re$earchers and slUdena 10 the ini_ 

tw l'l:Sulu of I'l::IClIrch comfWing 

northern British Columbia and the 

Yukon with the Soollish Highland$ 

and Islands in a nlpidly developing 

new planni", ffiC'lhodology. 

Sust:linabili<y Appraisal offers a 

means of appraising. monitoring. 

and cv:.J ualing th., policies. plans 

and programs (PPPJ) applied to land 

use and cconomk development, in 

temu 0( !heir im!"," on sustainable 

tkvc:lopmenl. II is a natural a ten

sion of the methodology which has 

bttn pion~.ed by those enpged in 

environmcnt:al ~'nent (EA). 

There is general agrttmenl on 1M 

11«<1 for EA ofp PPs. an approach 

which Iw bttn bb.:1ed Strategic 

Environmental N.sessmem (SEA). 

Susrain:iliility Appraisal Qtends the 

same principles beyond lhe environ

ment:al imp;!CI of PPPs, to con$ider 

their impx'! on .he other dnnents 

of sust:Linability o.s well : the eco
nomic and fO(:w aspccu 0( land we: 

~ nd economic development plan

ning. 
The syml""iUrll hepn with 

prcscmatioru: on currenl rcseaJdJ 

underway at the Univccrsity of 

Dundee. in Soorland. Dr. Greg 

Uoyd, Head of the School of Town 

and Regional Pw.ning discussed 

Sustainabl~ ~Iopm.,nt in the 

Soon ish Highl:tnds aud bbnds after 

Soonish Dcvolurion. Dr. Tony 

Jacluon of the Geddes Centre for 

Planning Rcsarch discussed 

Su"~inability Appra;SOI1 of Regional 

lkvdopment AMisr.tn« in Rcmorc 

Rural Economi"': 1be Case of the 

Scortuh HighbndJ and Islands. 

Researchers form northerl1 British 

Columbia then presenled their CUr

rcllt research activities. Dr. Orbnd 

Wilkerson. tM NOflhc.ut Rcgion:al 

Chair for UNBC provided an 

overview of the St'ue-of_ 

Sustainabiliry Reporting in British 

Columbia. Dr. Johu Curry. Chair of 

th., Environ menr::al Srudies Program 

at UNBC and ChriSline SlanI., 

Gradl\;lte Student presemed Iheir 

in i[;al research .",ulls Appnlising the 

SUluill.1bili<y ofNonhern BC 

Official Communiry Plans. 

The prcs.:or.ttions concluded 

wilh tWO practic:al C2$e sllldi", ClIam

;ning drom unduway, and h.orriers 

which impede, progress towards sus

tainabilil)'. John Badchousc, 

Northern Commil$ione •. Leslie Lax, 
E=::ud\'e Dircaor, Offi« of rhe 

" 

NonMrn Commissioner. and Dr. 

!'.lui Bowles. Chair of the 

Economies Program UNBC present

ed a pap<:r entitled The Northern 

~Iopmc:nl Commiuion: One 

model for tupporting communiry 

economic dcvdopm<:nt in northern 

Be. Emily Bulmer. Env;ronmcmal 

CoMultant and UNBC 

Environmental Planning Srudcm 

from Smithers pfQfflted The 
Economy ofz"", Waste: A New 

Di reclion for Northern 

Suminabiliry. 
The day's activiti", concluded 

with a round t:lbk du.:uu;on session 

on developing. long _term rcs.:arch 

$In1tcg)' 10 support sUSQinable com

munity and region:al development 

droru;n Northe. n British 

Columbia. The goal or the sympo

,ium is thai the !",pers presented 

and the eusuing discul$ion will pro

vide a Slimulaling bunch for Ihis 

joint resc:arch initiative ~n 

UNBC and tM Univc:rsity of 

Dundee. and 1M region. and com

munities they se~. 

Addition:al information can be 
obtained from Dr. John Curry at e

mail: curryj@unbc.ca 

(N.. 71NOf/UufthrNonlNrw 

c. ... "';,,~~" IINIS rfmd O~ Dtrtm"" 31. 

2001. It J.s Hm rrp/AMI ~. !4nhmr 

c.-_ miUI.t up ".f'no M",.bm .f'''' 
uti"",;", Aurm,* P'" mmhrm nn· 

uilJKJlrUJ. TIHy",." tlir«l~ .. thr 
"",,,i.,. of BririJh Gtlumb; • . ) 

.. 
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Anchorage: 
next steps toward becoming an outstanding city 

by RENE c. AKRE 

L
~t winter, th~ 

Anchorage 

Municipal 

As""mblyadopted 

A"c"o""g~ 2020, the 

city', new comprehensive 

plan, which includes a 

northern city design 

component. This was 

significant ~""""" it 

articulated the city's first 

northern city design ini

tiative. II :oIso officially 

elevated nonhern design concerns <0 

the level of other planning issues ''''_ 

dilion:olly addr=ed by Ihe city, 

including I=d usc, t",nsporlation, 

public f:tcililies. economic develop-

nlCnl and housing. II mark.! a shift 

in the thinking of how planning and 

development should occur in 

Ancho"'ge. AI in many communi

ties, the ch:ollenge remains 10 make 

northern design second-nature in 

,he planning and development 

process. This article outlines sc:ven 

lIeps Ihal Aneho"'ge and olher 

communities can t:lke 10 assimilate 

northern design concepts into every

day planning and development deci-

1_ Omf;",,, Public b"'t)/vtm~'" 

Public involvement succeeded in 

integ"'ting a nonhern design COm-

ponem into the city's comprehensive 

plan. However, the only goal Slated 

for each policy related <0 nonhern 

city dcsign in An(ho""g~ 2020 was 

simply "nonhern city." Clear and 

specific goals are need~d 10 reflect 

community consensus and link the 

politics 10 apetted outcomcs. 

2. Rwicw (Amupn: 

Expwrc the possible 

The city should collecr OGImples of 

other communi,ies' design solutions, 

hold charreltes and creatc computer_ 

ized images th:" illusmte design 

concepts for a variety of possible 

projecrs. Imagcs should provide 

views in winter conditions. VISuals 

help pcopk comprehend what is at 

Stake and develop a shared COmmu

nity vision. 

3. Defi"e Goals a"d Objectives: 

The goals and objecri= 

should be PUt in writing, 

reviewed and debated a, 

public hearings and sub

milled to the Municipal 

Ass<=mbly for adoption :I.'i 

an addendum 10 Ihe 

comp,ehensive plan. 

4, Establish DQiV' 

Criteria 

Ancho"'ge residents need to decide 

whether they want guidelines tha, 

are suggestive and voluntary or stan_ 

dards and crit~ria thaI are clearly 

defined and eompulsory for project 

approval. In either case, drawings 

,hal iUust"'tc the COllceplS should be 

provided with written explanations 

in the resulting document. 

5. Cksign a R~lii~w Proem 

A winter city review process should 

..... :oIual( government :md private 

development projects in rcspect 10 

how they respond lime,ionally and 

acstherically 10 northern design COn

cepts. Even if design guidelines arc 

suggcstive and voluntary, a review 

P'occ:s.I' would provide valuable feed

back. The city planning staff could 

eva.!illIte the projects Or a volunteer 

board could be charged with that 

wk. 



6. Crrlll~ an Acr;IIn "Lm 

T1K- action plan dlould a~ on 

!I,c malcgics for .he nonhern design 

policies ,har now are only brkAy 

described in ,he Anchonge 2020 

plan, and clarify [he role of Ihe dry 

and priv:"e enterprisc. It ,hould also 

oudine funding ",nt~es. In .ddi· 

[ion to publk $(",r«:l of funding. 

[he ciry should work with priv:nc 

lcndcl"l 10 consider the incl.won of 

nonhem design principles- when 

they review financing applicalions. 

I'riv:"e lenden can thereby inA uena: 

urbm form through what Ihey a.e 

willing to finance:. 

7. Establish a ~W;", .... Ciry~ 

"",,'m 

The ciry stated irs dcsire in .he 

Anchorage 2020 pl.n .0 usc nonh

ern ciry cona:pu -Cor educa,;on, 

impin.ion and referena:, where 

nceded, .0 comply wilh ~pffial 

dcsign 51and2r<is or design guide

lincs.~ 1b aocon'pti5h ,hu. the ciry 

dlould n:tn a "Wimer Ciry" pro

gram 5imibr 10 .he "G=n 

WINTER CIT I E $ 

Building" program in AWlin, Taa!;. 

Such a program mig/II .urae, imcr

at and support. from ocher win'er 

cities or from the Winter Cilia 

Association, to partner in its devel

opmem {or their mu.ual benefi •. 

Anchonge " '0 be commended 

for 1.lcing.1I impofl:tn. fin. s.ep by 

including northern dcsign in irs 

A/'I€honzU 2020 pbn. The alent to 

which nonhern design oona:pts :ore 

,uc<usfully in'CSnled inlo irs urbm 

form now dep"nds on the $lcps thai 

will follow. 

RmI Ahr is .rip....u, fr-~. 
...u...u. ..., ..,,,.,,/" miJn in ANtI Arbor. 

Mis-hip .. SN is """pirli"l ~ "",,,"i 

Jtrrt in ~'Nn plisnninl lit"" Uti;""""" 

of Michil""' for ",1Mb tIN p,.J-J "" 

P"'ftu;o",,/ pn>jm. W..,hmf a" Dmp: 

Ctlnnm", Wi"",. is.~, • !iJH CIt" 

.. rr«hrtl J,y """,I: rr~""" ... '" ~, 
flNN,134-991..(}j/2. 

" 

Hanen Archives 

On Sc,ptcmber 17,2oo]'.he 

memory of Ihe ble H arold 

H.nen was honoured a. a =p

lion in .he Clenbow Mus.eum. 

Calgary, by the prescmation of 

h" archival (np"n.o ,he 

Musnun. H:trOId, who studied 

for a p"riod with Fnnk lloyd 

Wrig/u, was an :m:hilccl, plann~r 

and C=tOr ofthe "Pl us 15" ele

valed walkways in Calgary. He 

was aU<> l f{)Unding member or 
the Livable Winter Cities 

~<ion, a former Praident 

and Edi lor of the Journal for 1 

number of yon. 

Besidcs the Glenbow 

M~um iuclf, H arold's archive 

(np"rs are of inlercs. 10 [he 

Canadian Architectu .... l Archives 

at the University of Calgary .nd 

.hc Ccmre for Arehitccture: in 

Montre:tl and each of Iho$( insei

,ulions wcrc reprcscmed at the 

eVent. Michael Robimon, 

Prnidem and C EO of lhe 

G!enoow Alberta Inni.u!e (and 

also a forme! L. W.C.A. vkc

Prc.ident) hoseed the evening. 

Anne Mmin. President. attended 

.he reception with her husband 

and spoke .OOUI OUr As..oci.ation 

and H.rold's oomribution '0 il. 



MOSt of Iht lime, the pl=_ 
ura; of ,he cold lC3S(In 

rd~le 10 rural winter ""nes 
like the u..ndiu$ Kricghoff'1 paint
ings md <Mhen mat we all: ""'1 fond 
of around the IQ,i"" JaSOn. 

Through ~lio/U of Jnl:rc: 

wolhet condition$, xasonal expm

ences ha"" delinw and "'aped a 
socio-psychologial cuhurc where win_ 
ler equales wilh images ofllmh cnvi
ronments thai jinS<', in the coUective 
p»<h<. 

This ilWgillary heli~ hu 
hdpcd dcvdop the ntplin Siale of 
mind we all praml against wi ....... 
Ihe same anitude the d~n:rt had, 
after =ching Canadian shores SOme 

400 years ago: winter is harsh, 
unyielding and ~mJ inyincihle. 
Ind~ wimcr gt'ner.olly leaves us with 
IIKn>Orlcs of oby-l!H:Uy probk/ILI if 
!Io(>I nuybem.Tlt4 pn«'ption is COrn
lTM)1I in the nonhe.n oounuics. 
n..,rd"on:, wilh a balmy ·summer 
dream" in the Nck of our minds, we! 

have imported eil)' forms from 
mild" climatcs. A$ a IUlih now. very 
little of the genius of wimer KUJc
menu organization rtrrWns from the 

"". One could obJem, for WI pur-
poor. Wl1hrough ttl( ~ some 
human JOCitlits h.ve ilUulled mem
sdVQ in very IITwfi.oJ dimalic regions 
and)'l" d-=Iopcd fairly sophisticatffi 
waY' of <urvival: uPI»', Inuit, Ainu ... 
etC ... Namn: itsdf Ius adJPTed to 
wint~r! 

From the quest for physical com· 
fon (me sauna jn Finland) to psycOO
JOCj.J comfort C\t«ping in Touch wim 
&i~nds and family around th~ kitchen 
ilO"" in Qu~bcc, Canada), loehy, 
warmm, liglll' comforuble clothing, 
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Winter: 
a matter of culture 

by ANNIE LOTrGEN 

prOlmion and endosun:, lIdvanctd 
helting lY'lcms and building insula. 
tion, hermeticaUy-seaJed environments 
... in brid, technological advanCC$ 
have: provided a suitIDJe ~ougb 
milieu to .Jlow sublimation of the 
negative: aspeas of me cold xuon. To 
ckm}'$ti/'y ,he unplc=n. no.ion of 
wint~r, «)mmunities "'" now .urned 
towards Ihe enjoyment of win.e •. 
Winter bccuma a wide cuhural ope' 
ricnce. The ida of "wimer culture:" in 
"wimer JOCinici' is emerging. And 
.Jthougb :u-chitt'CU w:ry.ddom ru,vt: 
concci~ buildings 10 promote win
ter, nor ru,,,,, plannm thought of W>.)'$ 

'0 UK the eil)' in "wimer .",her than 
,ropical condilions". Paintc", photog. 
flIphefJ. wri,ers, musicians, .,hletcs, 
seniofJ and childn:n from o:verywhen: 
an: inspin:d by wimer. Wimer;1 a 
maner of culture:! Beaus.. wimer is 
lim, Rimulaling and ch.JJenging; win
ter is ,radition.J values and hrri~ 
wintcr iI"laming something": wimer 
is dainl)', rdined and beautiful: wimer 
has npression and is a n:ason '0 cele
bra.e. AJ. firs'l!ep toward. defining 
wimer cultur.llly, northern societics 
express and cckbr.lIC winter mmugh 
carnivals and fativals: &I de neigc I 
Wimerludc: in OtuwalGau...,..u: 
Caf1l.llval ck Qutb«; Ftles del' neiga 
in Momrhl; Ice Lamern mlival in 
Harbin; Ice Sculp.ure Festival in Sus
Fee; OnalWiGalineau FeI'tival of 
Lights: Sapporo Snow Fcstival. 
Slowly, Ihe awan:nw of wimer and 
Ihe conviction of its positi.., values are 
eI' •• blished mrough .II kind! of expcri
enc.cs: individ~ or colleaive, physical 
or imelkctu.J, sensory Or pc:rrq1live: 
as well as 'pirim.J. Winter appc:mt as a 
no,mality. 

NowadaY', in ,he midsl of glob-

" 

.Ji1.:lIion 'r.lns«:t, Ihe migration of 
pc:opl. front diverse dimalic zoncs 
row-.nis Ihe northern urban areas 
pose n"", challengcs of socio-dimatic 
adapGuion. Since cli ..... le Ius a pro

fouoo im~ on cuhur.allifesryles, 
n"", concerns arise today wi.h lhe 
lIfrivaI of people from various ptaCC$ of 
consideI2bi~ dimalic dilfcrenCC$.This 
dem:mw a collective: elfort in finding 
integrated waY' of de.Jing wirh Ihe 
cold season no, only with Ihe ClIclu
si"" response from tlte community bur 
also al the policy level. 

Beyond .he buic ph)'lical 
rcquirancnu for comfim and shel,er, 
how will wimer urMn IJn« integnl!C 
the "need of belonging" for the people 
coming originally from cxtn:me hor 
areas of th~ world1 How wiU urban 
'pace roucote, hence grner.llc. posi
.iYe anilude: tow-.nis me cold season 
fw .II neo.oomen in winter citit:s~ 
How thercf"ore wiU urban spact: 
ckmonsllllle the composite "S"nius 
loci" h~cd"onh helerogt"nCOUll, 1(1 

.hal multiple perceplions an: token 
inlO account in winler city sening!? 

Indusi"" of aU influet\U:l, needs 
and exp,wiom:, ;, is" duty for all of 
US inml-' in me art of urban del'ign 
'0 usc me winter as a mot;"" to devd
op a "northcm eity "n". It is our 
n:sponsihilil)' 10 make Ihe • winter 
eity" due has yet '0 be Created, possi_ 
ble. 

A.uit LIinr is .lAtthyt ~ 
forM.wn~M~-' 
1~1n>I4ti#M1 A/fol11 o.lJl,.,.;wti"'~M. 
c. .... 
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Appreciating Winter: 
thoughts and reflections 

I
n excess of750 million people 

dwdl in circumpobr tones 

whac: the urban bn<bca~ nor

oWly grows OUt of the natural forces 

and conditions dominating thac 

di>=K gcognphM::aJ rtgions. 

5u<:t:ad"u1 aohptal;"n '0 such nalU

r:aI forures n«eWulles sensitive 

m:ognilion of the limitations and 

resmints imposed by tMm. Of all 

the inflUCfICCS Ihat imp>oel upon 

urban form lnd soci.aI organwtion, 

on~ of the moS! compdling is di

"",Ie. Therd"ore, from 1M OUIK(, it 

is Somsible 10 mm d«isions and 

formulaIC poliQ(s ~ on th= 

cirrumst:anCCS. 

The di.51inguishM urban geog_ 

rapbn-, Sir Faa- H.tIJ, in his book 

Cities in Civiliulion concludes m..1 

-no one kind of ciry, nor anyone 

siu of city, Iw a monopoly on a(

lIiviry or the good life; bUI the 

biggo:ll and most oosmopolilan 

ririe!:, for.tll their rndmt disadvan

raga and mow problems, have 

Ihroughou. history b«n the pIa«s 

Ihli ignitM the AC.....d iU.11l( of the 

human inldligrooe and the human 

imapnation.-

The largest and gencn.lly IllOSI 

cosmopolir:::an cities hive not usw.Uy 

hem Ioc:arcd in nonhern regions. 

On the conlrary, northern tOWN 

and ririe!: durc some common cle

menu: 
I. their populations live on .he 

'M",' of urbanized regions. 

2. th~ir dinulCi arc, on the wboIc, 

gcner.illy inhospitable. 

3. their ch.tllengcs arc dri-= by the 

need '0 (:[lOch lifestyks on a 

multi-season.tllwis, in Ilep wilh 

nalure', changing rhythms. 

"T"lili 'northern Mgt;' mUSt nuke 

by NORMAN PRESSMAN 

Ihem mOre romperilive than their 

lOUlb.:m COWIttrparu. "They h...v.: 10 

be more innov:otive and lake firU 

advamlgc of winler and its compk

rnmrary JoeaIOns. The plmning of 

public and privale sector nratq;ics 

and aaions mLUC, in the end, par

Iny and ahibil planning and design 

proo:O()'pCI mat embDa harsh di

""'Ies, intcgnlC winler within the 

p,""iling cuhurn valuCl, and 

increase CICODOnlic tompmtMncss 

while anain;ng Ihe highesl qu.tliry of 

lik. 

My (omltry is lUi,lter 

Winler symbolius both joy and 

misery depending on one'. intcJatJ, 

background, characler. cuhurn 

apericnccJ, . ' wdJ-bcing, and 
ovcr.ill diJ"",ition. Wh~ther we J.kj 

in bn.ulifUJ narunJ surroundinp or 

walIt to the bus-srop and wall for 

pUblic tramil in bone-chilling con

dioo.u, tho:n: is ahrw:Iys 3 ~ _ in 

human I~rml _ and a financial bur

<kn 10 pay (espccWIy in energy 

COSts). This appliCIlO individuals 

and to I~ community; 10 the 

wealthy,.. wdJ as 10 the cwnomical

!y-disadvantllgcd; 10 sm.tlilowm and 

to largt: wban rqjons. 1M Ihapc 

and orvniz:tdon of tlu built envi

ronrnml is, 10 a large- alml, 

respcxuibk for the price paid in 

lerOU of inconvenience, aggr.ontion, 

discomfort, moncwy 1Xla, and o:vcn 

fear, despil~ the ways that have 

emerged [0 mjoy wintcl. Oftm, in 

urban centres, cold has a negalive 

image while warmlh Iw a !'O'i~ 

01lC.. Hcna, inlcrvemio ... mUlt pr0-

vide a framework Ihat will make il 

possible 10 In'CnoC thac pcrccptions. 

" 

This is nceckd more than anything 

dsc, lina an idealiud imagery &om 

warmer pbca Iw aealM a dUcon

Il«lIon from the rcalilies of winttr 

life (c.g. h~ shopping malls emu

laling lropic:al pllCCI' wilh plaslic 

~ uces, bird AfJCtUaries, 

medilernnC<ln squares _ all wather

proccaM, thaI deny winrer as a 

"normal" fact of life). 

Crtllfi ng Il wimer cultUrt 

How can '""", as Northcmcn, 

chan[;C' our altitudes and accqn, 

~ and appm:Q.e wimer rather 

lhan ,ufrer and f«l hostil iry to th.is 

season of I~ north! Clearly, diffi:r

enl approach will be csscmi&l- ()M 

thaI embraces winler as fri~nd rather 

than foe. The following Up«lS will 

have to play an importanl role: 

• Think wimer 

A radical r=:IjUllmmt mUll 

oa:ur in OUr ingninrd habil of I«

ing wimer as a nep-live force. ~ 

ways of inducing positive images 

mUll evolve, c.g. 3l1i.ude modiflCl_ 

lion Ihrough MlICltion and inla-cul_ 

lurn srudies, o:spt<:wly a greater 

understanding of our Nordic neigh_ 

bou.n 10 the cast, from whom there 

is much 10 le2I"n aboul embracing 

Mnrer by adopting a "",itive 

approach. Bcl~ i{ o r ROC, 

Scandinavians adore wimer. 

• Shift ,mi",t/n "ou! lifotyla 

J'f:rb.tps a ....aIIoc:alion of the 

way '""" spend our time: shoukI be. 

srudied 10 more dfraivdy utilize 

shoner d.Jylighl hours during mid

win.er II high latitudes. We mUll 

ak.: advamagc of the dramatic ..... _ 



sonal comrasts and even consider 
cross-coumry skiing Or i~$lating as 
a mode of u-ave! with in eil)' ueas. 
We must provide the appropriate 
tools and know-how for :adapting to 
wimer and enjoying it. 

• ~/"p uJ"t flr;""" I .tNt'rtin 

We dmuld ~ crop-coumry 
skiing a mandaTOry 5ubjKt (where-.'
er po~ible) in deme nury school 
curricula 50 thaI children will be 
well~uippcd to u.kc: adv,unagc of 
opportu nities Crol~ by winter_ 
T his is done in oJl Nordic countries. 
Snow and ice J(ulpture are also sub
jfell induded in Scandinavian 
schools. M well, Jk.id-comrol drivi ng 
techniques should be obligalory - as 
they have been for over 20 )'Cars in 
mosl Nordic nations. We have to be 
laUghl boch how 10 cope wilh win_ 
ler and how to enjoy it. 

• Gm«flu IIK'"I fln'/ ntiomtl pMe 

We should uke measures 10 

curtail the import ing of'Californ ian' 
or 'Floridian' ideas in um.:.n de-.'d
opment and :uchilccruraJ sryles, and 
concciYe of appropn..te 'northern' 
urban forntl, perhaps e-;"n inveming 
a new 'g",mmar for the north'. We 
should aplicitly :Kknowl~ge wima 
in urban d~lopmen t policy and 
formulate design guidelines that 
accommodate winter', demands 
making ~ryWy life IdS inconven
~m, and we mUlt cncou.-.ge inno
vation in ~ry field through incen
tives and design compe:t itionJ. 

Cone/US;01l 

RlIthcr than ltting wi nter only 
as a negative force: • biting cold and 
rekntlCS5 wind _ we must k2.rn to 
d ixovcr the magic and. wonder of 
what, at firJI, might aPmr trifling 
and insigni flcant bill wh ich, in ha, 
i$ quite magniflUnt - infinite num
bers of miniscule ice e~:oIs, ncb 
one unique and bcallliful, together 
form ing snOW and dcar ice, further 

WINTER CIT I e s 

enhanced by the luminosiry and 
colour of natun:. It is pn:ciKly the 
""riation of J(asGns that provides 
northern inhabitants with tha. spe
doJ aperience which resonates year
rouod. Why only ltt spring as a 
prelude to dte enjoyment of sum
nter? Why not cckb"'te il as a sea

son in its own .ight • thi, is done in 
many countries as a ruJtunJ ~nt. 
M gard~nel'5 usualJy 'p"nd the late 
wint~r droming about Ihtl. gardens 
for the nal summer, why not spend 
~Ulumn thinking :Wout wimerJ 
~tt"'ction~ ~nd activities, its joy and 
immcn.., bc:Iul)'? Th~ S=li people 
of Lapland Jpnk of eight JaSOns 
where each is both meaningful and 
di~linct. 

ArchitKturally, we have to con
ceive of built and nat urallandJcapcs 
:u a oominuum of the outside and 
the inside where design becomes a 
man~r of mediating betwccn the 
aterior and th~ inlerior, n~r for
gelting thoK ine-.'itable Auau31ions 
of weather and sasons, of time and 
place. 

Adopti ng a 'wimer-approach' 
will oJlow urban planners and socioJ 
engill«r1 10 make a signiflcant and 
environmem:ally responsible oontn
bUlion to the crot ion of SUSlainable 
living 5~ that .d1fe1 nonhern 
v:alucs and lifmyles. Celebra.ing 
winter through the annual camiv:als 
maltes for a welcome '.elier but in 
no way .esolves many of the deeper 
issues and. probl~ms dut are endem
ic to living in wimer regions. Mon: 
.han organizing wimer ca'n i",,!s, we 
must fashion built envi ronments
where people liv.: on a daily basis
that celebrate geophysical and cli
mat ic diversity, rather than n~atc il. 
With the i.reversible momentum of 
u'MniZ<ltion, planning and design 
wiD cominue to play an ever.increas
ing role in the 2ht century. 

We must live for today, for the 
·here and now", and have ,he 
courage 10 Kltc .he moment, living 
life to its fullest and making dreantl 
come lrue. J>crh3p$ during one cold 

" 

winter day _ with the sun shining 
brightly, n:fIfeling off the snow-<:ov
cred !and$CI.pe - we willltt beaury 
and find insp''''tion. In the same 
way in which. frequently, we: think 
of summer oJl wi nter long, if wcc 
can capture the beaul)' of winter, in 
Our minds, eyes and hearn, then we: 
will have the ability 10 be thinking 
of winter ... all summa long. 

We should apprttiate !hc voJue 
of ncb and evety season with oJl of 
nature', .hiftiog nuances. We must 
celebrate all KllSOns. Our ci,ies mUSI 
be well adapted functionally and 
visuaUy to Ihe demands of th= $0-

sons. 0nce chis 0CClI1'5, we dulJ 
truly Mve mul,i-scason:al communi. 
tia; where lifc is enriched year' 
.ound. Increasingly, winter will be 
viewed in tc.ntI of the posi live and 
beneftci:aJ aspects it <;2JI provide 10 

um.:.n and rural life in northern 
regions. Sodeti"" will move fro m the 
present Slate of me..,ly tole",ting Or 
bardy accepting wimer, 10 respect
ing, and apprttiating il - and per
haps even to celeb"'ting il on a r~
ular basis. T hat is what we musl:all 
aspire to :achieve. 

N_,. ~,. is " -'u", i" ..,u. 
di ..... u ~rN" ,u",.;/tf.'" tk"l"- II,"" 

~fm6r Em";"" ofUrbtt" P/4"ni,,! 
{U,.i,.".,i" .fW.um...}. H~ Iw _ruJ 
..... tIN rim<",,*"," ""riMs .". is .,. 
i..-tiMIII""rNri,, ... rli~ptd 
,"""n kit". !Iu h<¥i- N."btm 
C;tyml~. mdr.wi Qn A_,J for PIs""i,,! 
Exullnou ft. ... tIN c. ...... " /,.,ti",u .j 
l'I--.. ".,J1w ...., nnslflw i",. ].0,._ (2001). 
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AGM 
highlights from the Annual General Meeting 

The Annual Gc:neral MtttinS or the Liveable Wimer Cities 
Association was held on 

Soturday. September 15. 2001 at the 
CoI1q;c of N~ CaI~ni.a in Prin« 
George. Britilh O:.lumbia. Twelve 
memhers a«endcd in person and 
mother seven joined in by tele
phone. 

The meeting W25 duircd by 
Anne Martin. In her op<'ninS 
rel112fks, ,he commented on the 
horrifIC events of S.ptemNr 11th 
and expressed thanks tMt all panici. 
I)ant! 2t the meeting were Afe. She 
wanted our Amcrian colleagues to 
know tha! we Iu.d been thinking 
about them and their country oon· 
lIandy. Prince George, like mmy 
other citid across the c:ominent.lu.d 
held a memorial S1I:rvia: the previow 
day and people Iu.d been coming 
together in many ways 10 share their 
grief and sorrow for what had hap
pened in Ameria. Our sympalhies 
and he;utfeltlhought! were extend
ed to our Amcrian friends. 

Reports were r«eived from 
P,mick O:.leman, Pul President; 
Anne M2t1in. Acting President ~nd 
Chair of the: BybWl O:.mmil1«; 
George Paul, Treasurer; and Terry 
Weninscr, S«rerary and Chair of 
the Membership and Nomination.1 
O:.mminca. The fill2fKial .t:l.le
ments for the year ending DeccmNr 
31. 2000 were reo:ived. The over:all 
result was a ,\"plw of $23,000. The 
Assoo:iation received an estimated 
year end result for 200 1 and referred 
a dr.tft budget for 2002 10 the 
Secrctuiat for funher review. The 
Msoc;iation also approved the 
Incorporated BybWl which had 
~uircd some minor adjustments 

silla: the adopcion of the ~ 
bylaws at the Special Meeting of 
Dc«mbc. 2, 2000. 

The following individuals were 
dttted as OffICers and Directors. 

PRESIDENT: 
AnM Mllm", Prin« GN~, Be 

VlCE·PRESIDENT: 
MiI:htt~ &"1411, Whilm..lV, IT 

TREASURER: 
Gmw PIIU~ Prill« Gn1~. Be 

SECRETARY: 
V",'",", 

PAST PRESIDENT: 
Patric/t: (A/""""" M"'''Iutllt, MI 

DIRECTORS: 
Dr. Ttrry Wtning". 
Prinet Gn1~, Be 
Prof Nimnlln Pmslnllll, 
W",tnIso, ON 
Dr. l.IlJ'J] Nt",!, Eugtnt, OR 
Sa", B,.il1/'llln, Rqj-. SK 
M"'JOr Suw w..lI4u, QutsntL Be 
&n.llni Plqutl, QJ<tb«, Q!: 
TO"1 ZMdA. WhiuINJru, YT 
Dr. Dtlug Non/, Dayllln, OH 
Mayor Tom Mtn, Houghton, Ml 
Dr. John CII",. PriMt GH~, HC 
Mayor John /U;!wswtll, 
Sau/t Sit Marit, ON 

The Msoc;ial ioll adopted a lIew 
Commin« ,t1UClUre with the 
Secrewiat, currenl1y located in 
Prilla: George, B.c.., continuing .o 
be responsible for provid ing s«retar
iaI and financial services 10 the 
Association. development of 11\0" 
and hmg lerm goili: and co-ordill2-
lion IIf ~CI;vities. The 
Communicatiom and MarLming 
Commil1tt will promote the 1im. of 

the organization through the deveI· 
opment and evo.luation of commu· 
niClliollS md marketing Str.t.egics, 
including the publication of the 
Journa.l md development of 1 wd, 
sice. The Fund Development 
Commictee works to emUIl' that the 
organiz'lIion has the funds ~uiml 
to achieve its objc:aives. 

The Associacion also approved a 
senior (65 years and older) m d stu
dent membership nle ofSJO.OO per 
)·(2r. 

The date for the IlCXt Annual 
General Meec;ng il M3 reh 2, 2002 
1t 1 :OOpm PST. 

Transportation 
in the Antarctic 

{} 

The south pole is 
accusible for only 
four months of the 
~ during the aus
tral summer and 

only by airplane. The Le130 
Hercules aircr.tFt is usca exICn
$ively. Hdicopcers ferry 
research workers around the 
Ant:arC1ic. On rhe ground, .he 
Hagglund all-tcrr.tin vehicle is 
used. Imported from Sweden, 
this heavily-built amphibiow 
tracked vehicle is designed for 
opcncion in remper.trures 
down 10 .... ·m degr«l 
Centigrade. The vehicle aem 
half the grllund pressure of a 
ungk: human foorprinL 


