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From the Editor's Desk 

his edition of Wln"'r G(jrs is dedicated to the life of 

former Wimer Cilil'$ Association Board Member 

Harold Hancll, who died of prostate cancer on October 

3, 2000. I first met Harold at the 1998 Wimer Cities 

Association meeting in Prince George. British Columbia and had the good for

tune 10 meet him in his hometown of Calgary on several subsequent business 

trips to Alberta. [ visite<l wilh Harold tWO wteb before his de:uh and he was 

his enthllsiaslic self, discussing the upcoming Wimer Cites Association meet

ing in Quebec City (p.2) and the future of the organiz.arion. 

Harold 11':15 a visionary. Michael Robinson, who was a friend and collc3gue of Harold's at the University of 

Calgary and Jack RO)';lle a founder of the Winter Cities movement, outline his life and work in two of this edi

tion's anides (pgs. 3 & 6). Reading Jack's article it is impossible to underestimate the signifiance of Harold's con

tributions to the Winter Cities movement or ind~ed his impact upon city planning. One of Harold's legacies is 

downtown Calguy's Plus 15 system of elevated walkways, which has been copiro th roughoUl many North 

Amerian cities. 

Tho~ of us who knew Harold found him to be a very kind and thoughtful man. He was deeply commil1cd to 

improving the quality of li fe of winter city residents and Ihe ideals of the winter city movement. When I first mel 

him he enlisted my a.>sistance in trying to get more coopemion between winter city organiutions in North 

America, Japan and Europe. After Harold was diagnosed with cancer and began Ifeatmem he slartro a new venture 

by establishing a community group 10 address rapid growrh issues in Calgary. It was this enduring commi!mem to 

improving the lives of urban residentS Ihat was behind much of Harold's professional work. 

In compiling a tribute to Harold's life it seems only fitting to reprint some of his earlier artides, which attest to 

his visionary ideas- an Olympic Winter Festival, (p. 10) and managing growth (p. 12). Harold believed that North 

Americans had much to learn from olher northern latitude regions in how they approached winter, a theme that is 

echoed in Norman Pressman's and Annie Luttgen's article (p. 16) and Pat Coleman's news hem (p.3). Finally, 

Harold's 1994 farewdl roitorial is induded (p. 8). He wrote that in stepping down from his editorial duties he 

intended to devote more time 10 designing a winter garden "to further walk the winter city walk." Harold, of 

course designed his garden. 

I! is difficult to imagine anOlher individual who devoted more of his life to the cau~ of wimer cities and 

improving the Jives of their inhabirants. Those of us who live ·up north~ owe him our gratitude. 
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President's Notebook 

Climate changt highlight of 
Witlttr Cilia 2001 conftrt1lct 

Th~rc is curr~lII ly great debue 

~bom the issue of global warming 

in the: scientific and environm~lIIal 

colllmunitie.s. Unusually warm 

weuher pan~ms across ,he: cir

cumpolar world in recem years 

contribute to theory and s!KCula

lion aboUl the grrenho~ ~ffecl 

and rapid climate change. While 

much anent ion has bren given to 

global warming, the long-t~rm 

impactS of these changes, s!KCifi

caUy for northern cili('5. are- only 

now being projected. 

Global climate- change and iu 

impact on north~rn cornmunitit';S is 

Ihe theme of the Wimer CitiC$ 

2001 conferellO!'. This event will be 

held January 30-r-ebruary 2. 2001. 

in charming Qudxc Cil)'. The 

City ofQuebcc is the host of the 

CYcJIt, organitcd by the- World 

By PATRICK COLEMAN 

Summit on Nordicity, a non-profit 

organi:tation. More than 700 par

ticipants and 80 exhibitors from 

around the nonhern world arc 

expected for the CYl:nt. Ddegatt';S 

are apcaed from aU across 

Canada. USA, Sweden. Norw:ay. 

Japolll, and China. 

The- Quebec City Convmtion 

Centre is the site of the confcrcnO!' 

and ahibition. This beautifUl Deili

ty provides an ideal environm~1H for 

the- Cl'enlS of the 2001 conference. 

The conferell(.C will begin 

with a plenary ~ion offering dif

ferem ~rspcaives on dimat~ 
change fealuring Mr. George 

Beauchemin, Minister of Public 

Security for Qudxc. and Ms. 

Heather Auld of the University of 

Onawa. As with aU $C'S5ions al th~ 

conferenO!', speakers will also par

ticipate in a pand deb.m following 

the plenary session. 

, 

Otha conference topics will 

ClCplorc climate change: impacts on 

specific aspecu of northern city 

management and development. 

Natural di5:lster planning and man

agement will be covered in SC'Vtfa1 

workshops that will chronicle [he 

1998 icc storm thai caused severe 

proble-ms in [he Que-bee City 

rtgion. Other workshops indude 
[he lopics of snow manage:mefll. 

urban design and planning, build

ing de.sign, ~nergy. transportation, 

and infrastructure. Workshops wiJl 

also explore un ique challenges of 

hiSioric prc:scrV:llion in cold cli

mates. Scveral ttchnical tours art 

pbnncd to provide panicipanu 

wi th hands-on aperi~nccs. 

An exhibition featuring com

panies. services, and productS of 

interesl to north~rn communities 

is also an import.lnt part of the 

event. A cultural and social pro-
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Quebec City's Winter Carnival Activities 

For countil!S5 years, when the snow capital gels ready to be covered with 0 long white blank.et one snowman 
comes out and heats up the d ty of Quebec by offering the biggest winter comivalln the world. Here Is a listing of 
the Comlvol's classic activities. 

Night P<l rades H<lppy Tr<lI15 
The Quebec C<lmlva l"s night p<lrades provide 
sounds <lnd sights for the thousands to spectators 
who flock to the streets each year. 

The Happy Trails dog sled race Is a typically 
Nordic activity along a magiC blanket of snow. 

Ski Classic 
Snow SCulpture 
The International snow sculpture displ<ly is noth
Ing less than an open-<llr museum. In addition to 
<lrtists from Quebec and the rest of Canada, 
<lrtists from approximately 20 countries take part 
in this activity. 

More than just a sport, skiing was <I mode of 
transportatlon and <I way of life In Nordic regions. 
The Cross-Country Ski ClaSSic takes place each 
year on the Plains of Abraham. 

Snow Swim 
There is nothing better than <I refreshing swim. 
Gr<lb your bathing suit and head off for an envig
orating swim ... in the snowl The snow swim is for 
the very brave or for those who Just need a thrlltl 

Canoe Race 
Each year, several courageous teams confront one 
another during <I tumultuous ride along the 51. 
Lawrence River between Quebe< Oty and levis. 

gram is planned to provide addi
tional activities, including tours, 
museum visits, shopping, and Out

door adventures. 
All conference participants 

will be able to participate in the 
world famous wimer carnival, (he 
Carnival de Quebec. This is one of 
the largest festivals in the world. 
Delegates will be provided with 
ringside scm for the Saturday 
night parade. Other events include 
a snow sculpting competition and 
the exciting canoe race across the 
frozen 51. Lawrence River. 

For more information on the 
Winter Cities 2001 confmnce.log 
on to the Web site 
(www.nordicite.org). 

Snow Managtmtnt Exchangt 
Planntd 

Snow management is a primary 
service provided by northern com
munities. In some places, expo:ndi-

tures for this serv ice are a major 
item in the municipal budget. 
Cities are alwaY5 seeking ways to 
improve snow management while 
controlling coSts. There are few 
opportunities for cities 10 compare 
snow management systems, espe
cially across international borders. 

In a unique arrangement, sev
eral municipalities are planning ~n 
exchange this winter 10 improve 
service and furure planning for 
snow management. The cities of 
Luld. and Kiruna, Sweden, Prince 
George, BC, Canada, and 
Marquette and Houghton, 
Michigan, USA, will participate in 
an exchange of public works per
sonnel during January and 
Fcbruary2001. 

The purpose of the exchange is 
to see and l~rn firsthand how dif
ferent communities deal with their 
snow problem5. While these cities 
have comparable climates, each has 
unique circumstances and condi-

, 

tions. In Prince George, public 
involvement in the snow manage
ment process has led to improved 
service and employee morale, and 
the use of innovative methods, 
including a plow gate which pre
vents dumping snow in resident's 
drivew.l}'5. In Luld. and Kiruna, 
snow is managed without Ihe usc 
of deicers and chemicals. In 
Marquette and Houghton, person
nel deal with large volumes of lake 
effC(:t snow and steep rerrain. 

According to Gerald Peterson, 
Marquette City Manager, the 
exchange offers "a prnctical means 
of learning how we might improve 
our service to our residents and is 
one of the benefits growing from 
our involvement in winter ciries." 
Mar(]lleUe is especially interested 
in snow management without salt, 
due 10 increasing environmental 
concerns. Winur CilitS hopes 10 

report on the results of this 
exchange in a future issue.* 



• 

WINTE R CI T I E S 

The Man Behind the WCA and 
Winter Cities Magazine 

~""r-f 0 des<: ribo: Harold 
l-Ial1el1's immense 
comributions (0 the 
WimaCities 
MOV(!mem and 

Winter Cities Associadon would 
f((juire many issues of Win/a 

CiliN mag<lzinc, on which he has 
piKed his stamp so firmly. 

He initiated many constructive 
changes as past presidem of lhc 
WCA. The list indudcs the follow
ing: establishment of an oAin and 
publishing base: for the WCA; com
puterization of membership and 
subscription li,ts, revision of the 
&rollivc and Board of DireclOrs 
manm.te and structure to enhance 
their effICiency and continuity; 
bunchiog of Winter Cities Forunu 
10 take p12ce on alternate years and 
cstablishing of new conference 
guidelines; upgnding of Winur 
Cirin m:aguine and facil itating 
WClis publication progn.m; com
pletion of I11Oljor social md business 
research projects: atension of 
membership recruiting and affiliate 
formation to Scandin~via, China, 
and Russia; and the formation of a 
"Mayon; and Chids Network" ro 

JW1ici~te in forums. 
· Wondwide" is an appropriate 

won:! 10 describe Mr. Hanm's vision 
in;tll aspros orhis busy life. He has 
spoken Out boldly on the architec
ture profession's failure!O give cli-

By JACK ROYALE 

mate priority in its designs, has pio
neered the concept of elevaled 
pedcslrian streetS md has tnve:kd 
o.ttnSiw:ly around the world to 
sprnd the Wimer Citics message. 

His life has been Steeped in 
nchitroure and uroon planning. 
Born in Calgary, he studied archi
tecture al the Rhode Island School 
of Design and took po5t-gnduate 
coursc:s in urbm design at lhe 
M:us:JchUS("(ts Institute of 
Technology. He joined the circle of 
students who worked with world 
&mous American architeCl. Frank 
Uoyd Wright. 

Wright's chosen group 51udied 
in Wl$OOnsin in sum~r and in 
AriWI13 in wiOler where ·design 
with climate" received high pooory. 
A basis ofWoght's techl1lquCS was 
tlut built forms mllSt respond to the 
challenges of the changing seasons. 

Harold Hanen built on th is 
founm.tion. He championed th~ 
case for morcc mention 10 climate 
in city dcs.ign architecture in 
Win/a Citin magazine. His power
ful 5tattmenlS con.llitute an 
unequalled COlllribmion to the 
pro-northern cause. 

He wrote, ·Sinn our existenn 
is not severed from the earth, wind 
and sky. il makes lillie S(1Ise to 
ignore these elemcnts. ~ 

Hanen describes the alli lUde 
of many architects as ·seasonal 

• 

illitef;lCY." ~One quarter of the 
earth's surface is cold clim~te, and 
building on it requires a broad, 
comprehelUive and mulli-di~n
sional approach." 

-The north provides countless 
opportunitid for creativity and 
innovation. There are $0 many 
ptoblems tim need to be effective
ly addressed that the ambitiollS 
should be chomping at tbe bit to 
Iackle them. With this bf;lve nt;W 
frontier at every snow-t(Wered 
doorstep, it makes lillie sense to 
blindly apply southern cookie CUt
ter mentality. ~ 

"The new northern architec· 
turr should be a positive: one. 
SUttlS and buildings should wd
come season changes. Colours 
should be used which enhance the 
natural environment instead of sti
fling it. Protective scale and inti
macy should be created IISing 
nooks and hearths. Given the 
dunce, peopk would cckbnte 
winter nlher than fruitlessly trying 
10 avoid it ." 

Harold Hanen's life has been 
an unceasing effort to pm these 
bel iefs intO praClicc. Returning to 
Calgary in 1967 he joined the City 
of Calgary as an architcct/planner. 

Mr. Hanen procctded. \0 lhe 
-Design and Implementation 
Section" within the planning 
department. 



Two projccts were immedia~dy 
undertaken. One wa!\ the concep
tual plan for a nxrC:lI.ionai $)'Stem 
of walkways and hikinglbicydc/$ki
ing ullils. The system now ranks 
.second only to Ottawa's among 
Can~dian , iti~. 

The other was a downtown 
pcdemian infwtruaure that 
included:rn devated walkway sys
~em. With CalM's winter winds 
~ha~ a~ .sometimes cxlremciy biner, 
pfOltl:tivc walkways for downtown 
pedestrians nude muc:h Sl:nsc. 

Some winter cili~ have pre
ferred underground pcd~nian sys
tems. Calgary's Plus IS's hllve the 
adv:l.n lllge that they are less oostiy, 
more flexible and, being in the 
sun, more bright and airy. 

Huold Hancn, acclaimed for 
his in\vl\'Cmcot in Ihis succc:ssful 
example of pro-northerrl arc:hittl:
tu~ bccamc: an adjullCl professor 
at the Univcllity ofCalS2f}' and a 
favorite s~ker at arc:hilcaural 
mcctings. When the WCA firs! 
came into cxiSlen'e in the early 
19805 he hearne one of ils fil'1il 
a"ivislS in WCSlern Canada. At Ihe 
lrnernational Winter Cilics 
Forum! Showcase held in 
Edmonton in 1986 he snved as 
rapporteur and Yovrkshop spcaka. 
He brought together CalM sup
porten of the Winter Citics oon
~pt, induding Prof. Tang Lee and 
Myrna Grimmon to form the 
WCA Calgary chapter, the first in 
the Wcst. 

TIle first projca of the new 
c:hllpter was 10 join with the 
Univcnity of Calgary:rnd its lieu!!)' 
of Environ me nul J::)o:ign in pub
lishing a 135-~ book CaIg2ry in 
Winter, later CUIie me publica
tions: Cdgary Dmgn for WiIlU'T, 

WINTER CIT I E S 

Willfm(a~ nugmne, GJgaryl 
DirrtU1ry for (AU !X~athtr Prrx/um 
and $nWtJ, T1H Magic ,fWillU'T 
and Dis4bk Accro GuUklintJ. 

Harold ['Ianen hearne prcsi
dent of the WCA. A1; part of his 
presidential dUlics, he also look 
on the job of oornbined Publisher 
and Editor of the association's 
publication. 

H3fold Hanen used Ihe nuga
rine {O show that there is much 
more than snow shoveling:rnd 
dfC$Sing warmly 10 succc:ssfuJ 
"north living: 

The new prcsident al.so tUrrled 
hi! attention to membership. There 
were then a dozen affiliated local 
groups ranging from St. John's, NF, 
~o Anchorage, AK, ,md a large win
ler citics organization in Sapporo, 
J~pan, linked with Ihe Northern 
lnterciry Conference Commitfcc. 

In ~ serics of visits to Asia:rnd 
Europe:, Mr. H:rnm found wide
spread intelcsl in the n(:Yo'move
ment. [n China he met wilh inter
ested groups in Daqing. Jilin, and 
Harbin ~nd formed an agreemellt 
wilh Ihe Chinese (0 csrablish 
"Winter Citics China" which 
would opcrat~ jointly wilh and in 
parallel 10 the WeA. 

Through his initiativcs, similar 
arrangements were made wilh 
Scandinavia wherr Tronuo, 
Norway, and Lulcl became chaner 
affiliatcs of Winter Citics 
Scandinavia. Several Russian citi~ 
and communitics also showed 
interesl ~nd it is anticipated that 
Wimer Citics Russia will be cst~b

lished on a similar basis. 
A by-product of Mr. Hanen's 

publishing and membership activ
itics was the launching of a Sl:liC$ 
of Winter Citi~ conferences/ 

, 

npositions to seo"e regional or 
special needs. 

Sault Sic. Marie, Onr::uio, 
broke the i~ for regional confct
enCC:5 in 1991 with a Winter Cities 
Forum, Exposition and Mayors'! 
Native Chid's meeting on the 
Iheme: ' Suminable Development," 
This highly suo::essful and well 
attended n'ml wa!\ made possible 
by sponsorship of Ihe WCA, 
Yellowknife, NWf, hosted ~ iimilar 
t\'Cnt in 1993. Brauk, Russia, ho!;l

ed Ihe cvcntin 1995:rnd 
Marquette, Mic:higan, in 1997, 

Sti ll another a,hievement dur
ing Mr. Hanen's term of office has 
been the launching of the 
Canadian Snow and Wind 
Institute in ~rgus, ON, under the 
sponsol'1ihip of Ihe wa. 

In a recent editorial he 
offered .some thoughts on future 
possibi lil i~. 

Onrofm.rnsoru~join 

rogcthcr in ~Uons like 1M 
W,mer Gtics rusc:.mtion is to 
k«p our wtim.lIe goal in mind 
and ie;l.rn from ocb Ol)",r, nOl 

only the technology 0( swt:ain· 
abk oociety but :ilia the corne
qllCtlCC$ 0( evtryday life mit 
wiU fortt us to derrw>d aaion 
by politicianl, con<\IJMf$ :and 
ill ciri=u. W • ....."t 110( only 
10 cnhmcc the aoUj>l>tioo of 
wimer cities, but also 10 bm ~o 
w.suin ou~ wimou. dtny
ing IU."", gm=tio"" m. rKh_ 
ness mil ""\",,, has gi,-en us. 

If WI: are a thinking peapk, WI: 

annal S(~rat. the immediate 
from the. emruJ, bu, the,yner
sr of peopk ooopenting has 
the: magic 10 pafonn 
miracks.* 

Jock Royle .. editor emeritUS of 
Wi.,..,. G'rln. 
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Harold Hanen: 
A Life in Community 

1\ Tu~ay Maria 
asked me 10 say a 
few words on 
Harold's work in 
Ihe community 

and upon reflection [ decided 10 

approach Ihis task by considering 
his impact first upon individuals. 
To stand b.:fore Harold, in~irably 
well dressed wilh trimmed silver 
beard, wu 10 be in the presence of 
a gemle, thoughtful, kind and yc:1 
challenging spiri t. He drew you 
in; he was fun !O meet. And you 
would always hur some kind 
words about how lannw, or vig
orous or «'laxed you looked. YOll 
immediately experienced Ihll 

shine of eye and that .... vnderful 
sonorOliS Huold voice. You quick
ly learnrolhat he was thinking of 
you before you were thinking of 
him. Over the yUTS of our friend-

By MICHAEL ROBINSON 

ship il beame a kind of game for 
me !O prepare for my lunches or 
walks or coffee meetings with 
Harold by planning to point out 
som(,lhing auspiciously good 
about him b<'for(' he pointed OUI 

something auspiciously good 
about me! J thought lhal I had 
finally gOI him twO weeks ago in 
Ih(' lobby of the Glenbow when J 

walked over and gave him a bear 
hug and a kiss b<'fore he could gel 
OUI one word of kindness lowards 
me. But his goodness had already 
preceded him, as he WlIS accompa
nied by tWO old fimily frknds of 
mine from out of town. Typially, 
Harold had brought them to see 
me in my n~ office_ His actions 
had alrt:ldy preceded my pbn and 
in tentions! 

All this simply to.tay that 
Harold (ared about individuals in 

o 

his life, thougbt first about Ihe 
welfare of OThers, and ~ve praise 
first. In his community work 
Harold simply took the$C valUe! to 
a higher kvel. 

Harold was also a challenging 
man. He had an agenda, he was a 
public intellcctual in itS cause, 
and he expected more from 
Calgaty. From his beginnings as 
an architect and urban planner 
Harold promoted thoughtful pub
lie consultation. grassrOOIS 
involvement in the planning 
process, the nOlion of a develop
er's duty to public space and the 
common good. environmental 
stewardship, and historic pre$Crva
[ion. He f..voured a more cmdid 
politics and he stood up [0 bullies 
in public life. When his philoso
phy WlIS fused with his passion he 
was unstoppable. 



In his early days in the 
Calgary Planning Department 
(the late I 960s), he pioneered an 
innovative density b<lnusing con
cept that rewuded developers wi th 
greater densitic.o; in return for the 
development of public amenitic.o;. 
He also saw the potential of ele
vated pedestrian walkways 
between buildings and 
became the father of 
Calgary's Plus 15s. 
Along this path he also 
lohbied for the rc.o;tOfa
tion of Stephen 
Avenue's historic sand
stone and brick build
ings, and pushed for 
parks 10 fulfill functions 
other than ornamental. 
When hyper-suburban
ization and sprawl 
began in our city, 
Harold was there to rail against 
the imposition of American subur
ban planning models and pink 
StuCCO housing plans from S~n 
Diego. I note that these were all 
positions Harold held in the late 
1960s - more than 30 years ago. 

After leaving the public serv
ice in 1969 Harold embarked on 
his second calling: that of philoso
pher devdoper. Here he pUt his 
money where his ideals were, and 
left us several beautiful prairie 
houses, the restored Clarence 
Block, a wonderful multiple resi
dence complex in Hillhurst
Sunnyside, and many thonghtful 
household renovations. 

Meanwhile, on the interna
tional scene Harold was muck by 
the utility and value of the fledg
ling Wimer Cities movement. 
Increasingly as a volunteer, and 
using his own means, he con-

\ribmed to the organization's mag
atine and the annual Winter 
Cities' conferences. He worked 10 

link Calgary to other cold cl imate 
municipalities (in spite of chi
nooks) in a circumpolar vision. At 
the Winter Cities Congress in 
Prince: George two years ago he 
was able to see his idea in human 

form, as the mayors of over tOO 
Scandinavian, Russian, Chinese, 
American, and Canadian wimer 
cities came together to discuss 
their common issues in a bold 
new political forum. AI; one of the 
fathers of this movement, Harold 
IY::lS in his element 35 a public 
intellectual who lOok the original 
concept to a higher level. 

[n the laSt years of his life, 
Harold once again turned his 
attention on Calgary. With a 
handful of like-minded citizens he 
founded Cnalys! Calgary, a civil 
society, non·profit organization 
dedicated 10 making nrban plan
ning more of a community devel
opment process. Here again he 
was helping community associa
tions in Bridgdand-Riverside and 
Cliff Bungalow-Mission develop 
community visions that were (in 
his words): ~place-specific, resi-

, 

dem-rooted and principal-based. ~ 
Over the last few months his ener
gie.o; continued to flow 10 \he.o;e 
ideas and tasks, even redoubled by 
the need to pass rc.o;ponsibilities 10 

fresh hands. 
As we look over Calgary 

today, some thirty years since: the 
young Harold left the Planning 

Department, a surpris
ing amount of his 
youthful vision prevails 
in physical form. The 
downtown core, and 
especially Stephen 
Avenue, has berome 
trendy and purposeful. 
Eau Claire, East Village, 
and soon the Bow 
Valley Qntre redevelop
ment are drawing dti
zens 10 live downlOwn. 
Calgary has an annual 

Winter FestiV;t1. Our best public 
spaces are no longer JUSt for orna
ment - they exist for fC5{iV;t[s, the 
Famous Five, and yes, for play too. 
And above it all a Byzantine net
work of Plus 155 webs us all 
together. It was Harold's dC5tiny to 
articulate a desirable urban future 
for Calgary, to articulate its focus, 
and to phil~ophiu: irs V;tlues. 

Of such a person, let us not 
say that he has died. Let us rathet 
celebrate that he has lived. III the 
words of Oscar Wilde: 

~A dreamer is someone who 
can find his way by moonlight, 
and his only reward is to su the 
dawn before the rest of 
mankind.":!: 

Mien .. l Robin",n is Presid~nt and 
CEO of tne Glonbow Museum in 
Calg .. y, Albert •. He W", forrn .. ly 
beo ui"" Dirt<:lor of th. Arctic Institute 
of Nonh Arne,i", '1 ,he Univ<"ily of 

Calgary, Alberta. 
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WINTER CIT I E S 

The Times, They are 
Changing ... Again 

ecember is the 
month thai lests 

one's char:aclcr. 

No longer the 
flimsy mtals and 

breezy clothes of summer but the 
rich winty beef Slews, pO! roaslS, 

and rugged heavy duty wrappings 
of wintc:r. 

Therefore, in Ihis my ];m edi-
10ri ... 1 as publisher/edi tor of Wintrr 

Cirin, il seems appropriatt, admit
tedly through personal rnJity 
1cnsa, to review .some hislory and 
fUlure challenges that by before 
Wimer Cities:md the Winler 
Ci lies movement. 

Typically new insightS take 20 
yean 10 be accepted. They have 10 

go through the stages of awart
ness, interest, ev:ilu3Iion, trial, and 
then finally application. 
lrHlOYlilion, like a Wll'"C is Started 

by a juS! a few innovators, then 

joined by a few e21'ly :l.dOPICrs, 
then comes the mainstream surge 
and finally the: tai ling laggards. 

Winter Cities and Ihe Winter 

Giles movement an: about 
halfway th rough the wal'e, Over 
their past and fi rst decade of 
a(:tiviry, rhey have succeeded in 
imroducing a tOP of the world 
pcrspeclive inlO the mainslream's 
consciousnm. They have engaged 
the interest of a br(U.d r:ange of 
innOv;ltors in addressing the 

By HAROLD HAN EN 

impuls arising from muhiscason 
changes. Now, their fOCUli is cen· 
tered on the devdopmem and 
evalualion of new northern muhi
season re.!ponsive solutions. 
(NOTlhern Japan is leading the 
commercial initiatives of this 
phue.) Unfortunately circumpolar 
oommunilies have yet to urive at 
their new age of winter cily 
enlightenmem. The g(U.] st ill to 
be achieved is a far grt;r.ter inoor
por:lllion of high and low Itch 
northern appropriale solutions. 

Change is commonly ;1S5()C;al
ed with the young, · you COln't 
leach old dogs new n icks.· 
However, recel11 experience.! have 
made me wonder if one's abi lity 
to develop or acapl dimatic gen
er:atW change.! is di rectly rdated 
to the tlOpcriemiaJ time wi lhin 
one's local natur:aJ environs. Is il a 
coincidence mal Fr:ank lloyd 
Wright and Ralph Erskine, bOlh 
imernat ionally renowned archi· 
tem completed the majori ty of 
their famous northern climatic 
responsive work in later life. And 
the Winter city movement I)io· 
neers Jack Royale (Canada), 
Takeshi ltagaki Uapan) and Bill 
Rogers (USA) bcg2n Iheir Winter 
cilY initiatives in their 60th to 
70lh years~ An optimist might 
sugge.!t the emerging gr:aying of 
the baby boomer population will 

• 

boon Ihe prolifer:alion of idnl 
. . . 

wmter oommumue.!. 
The growth of interest in the 

Wimer Cilies movement is evi
dent in the dramatically increasillg 
number of related conferences, 
publiCOltions, research projectS, 
and competitions. WINTERNET, 
a Wimer City information 
retrieval 5y!tem has been PUI in 
place and every day there arc new 
expressions of poliliCOlI and media 
rcoognilion. All this seems to bode 
well for Ihe further flowering of 
an authemically norrhcrn culture. 

What is required to complete 
th is wave of northern ;nnovalion 
acccptance~ We must ·stay Ihe 
course.~ We mll.l! not conl inue 10 

severely suffer belatcd bland imita· 
tions of yet another round of 
southern nylislic postmodernisms. 
We mll.lt promolC wilh even 
greater passion local oonlClltUaJ 
tlOpresslOlU. 

One priority is the inlroduc
lion of new northern community 
planning, design, and mallage· 
men! education cri tcria and tem· 
plates. It is unfortunate the main· 
stream of nonhern city environ· 
ment pr:lctitioncrs and teachcrs, 
bolh public and private, have not 
yet fC!;ponded to the northern 
reality wilh common sense nonh· 
ern life-cnru..ncing alternatives {Ihe 
new University of Nonhern 



British 
Columbia in 
Prince George 
is hopefully a 
harbinger of 
things to 
come). The 
Wimer Cities 
movement 
needs to be 
mort forceful 
and clearer to 
the rtlcvant 
institutions 
about the iue" 
sistible advan-
tages of mote 
positive and creati,·e approach to 
multiseasonal community intet3c
tions with the north's surrounds. 
We also need to ensure urban and 
community research is deeply 
rooted into the changing seasonal 
life of northern communities. 

We also need to be alert for 
negative impacts specific to north· 
erners from new technologies. For 
example, the additional time 
workers now spend in front of 
computers in winter, in low light 
office environmenlS has a signifi
Otl( probability of exasperating 
their natural human hibernation 
responses which could result in an 
incrtasc in their incidence of SAD 
(seasonal affective disorder). This 
is of course not to suggest avoid
ing new technology but rather by 
being aware of their impacts, 
being prepared to take the effec
tive mitigation steps early. 

Citizens of winter cities do 
not have the luxury of wa.$tdul 
power politics. The top of the 
world is in many ways a harsh 
new frontier. It also provides a 
new opportunity to try new ways 
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of communally relating. Perhaps 
less hierarchical, less self interest 
biased, one based on the belief in 
the synergies of mutual benefiting 
solutions. The necessity of survival 
and coping with the surcharges of 
cold climate Jiving necessitates a 
politiol priority which incorpo
rates mort equitable and coopera
tive strategies. 

The focus must now be 
dire<:ted to the most basic issue, 
the impact of the north's environ
ment on human development. 
Creating northern communities 
which mat the needs of their 
most vulnerable citizens, the sen
iors, children, and disabled is the 
key to unlocking their potential 
and clarifying the uniquely north
ern values necessary to direct the 
new emerging technologies. 

The WCA conference in 
Bra15k, Russia, was an important 
step in the evolution of the 
Winter Cities movement. It was 
the first WCA gathering in the 
country with rhe world's largest 
amount of northern real estate. hs 
theme ~The North and Children" 

, 

IS an expan
sion of {he 
Movements' 
concerns, from 
the physical to 
the social. 
While the 
WCA has con
ducted 
research and 
,onference on 
~&niors and 
Aging in 
Winter 
Cities,~ the 
themes of 
business, 

building technology, and trans
ponation has domina{ed the 
Winter Cities movement'S themes. 

For the past five years Wima 
Ciri" has given me a vehicle and 
challenge to fal part of making 
meaningful , hange. Win/a Cirits 
started by my mentor Jack Royale 
has consistently stood on the high 
ground of humanistk activism, 
viewing it through practical north
ern eyes. It consistently stated the 
belief that peoples of the north, 
IiIcing squarely their harsher 
northern situation would produce 
innovative solutions second to 
none in the world. 

For me, first, I plan to com· 
plete a winter garden. [ am experi
menting with new ways to enhance 
the wimer experience with washes 
and speckles of colortd light, 
water/ice crystal downspoulS and 
plantings. Confirming winter gar
dens and the cultivation of winter 
insights on be a lifetime pursuit. 
And secondly, as an architect and 
urban designer I am trying to fur
ther walk the winter city talk.1i: 

~R.prds. Harold 
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Winter Celebration 
By HAROLD HANEN AND GREG L1BURD 

he Winter Olympics 
is the- 12rges[ global 
expression of wimer 
cclebr.ltion. ror bet
[C'!: or for worse, the 

majority of people- in lempcr.lte 
tC"gions see the Games as being the 
ddinilivc winter apcricna:. In 
addition, nonhcmrn undoubtt:dJy 
compa(e- Ihdr reality to [hat being 
ponnyed 011 a latgC'f than life- sale. 

If [he Olympics is the ultima[e 
wimer cclebr.ldon, then il is of 
v~lue 10 cx~mille its impaCi. Do 
[he Games aUlhemically portray 
[he life alld spirit of nonhern 
rq;ions~ What can be lame<! 
through Ihe- management of this 
C"VCn !~ Do the- Olympics rencci 
glob.tl treruis in the cclror.llion of 
wime-r? Is this necess;trily [he- best 
aample- 10 follow? 

Unlike- the Summe-( Games, 
the Wime-r Olympics have grown 
to showcase the cold climatc cul
ture of the hosl coumry. The 

Unlike the Summer 

Games, the Winter 

Olympics have grown 

to showcase the cold 

climate culture of the 

host country. 

Summcr Olympics lelld loo.plo(' 
the emire commullity without 
really exploring m(' relalion to 5C'a ' 

5Onality. Conv('rsely, [he Games of 
Wimer continually usc the Sc:lson 
as a reference point. {'elhap! it is 
bccaus(' that winter is foreign to 
many. All one has to do is glallC<' 
back at the Ih('mes of leccnt 
Olympiads. Reme-mber ,he- turn· 
of-the C<'nmty piollccr ccremonies 
of the- Games in CaIVry or the 
fUlUrislic Euro iCC' circus in 
AlberlVille. Obviously, Ih(' athlel ' 
ics are a focal poim, but the win
t('r character of the region invari
ably provides a comext for the 
('mire eve-nt. 

This anention on wime-r {cnds 
to be, for the moot part, positive. 
Of course, Ihe host country is at its 
best bc/u.Yior and the media cover· 
age is suS2f co:ned, hut tfU(, insight 
10 local communities still manages 
10 shinc through. 



The COn!roversi~ 
that lurk beneath the 
glossy surface tend to 
be politic:J. The huge 
!mrs of the Games, 
media manipulation, 
environment:ll dam
age, white elephant 
legacies and treatment 
of aboriginal peoples 
are issues that attach 
themselves to both the 
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is no reason that this 
should not happen for 
any other winter 
CVCnt. 

Summer and Winter 
Olympics. Theso: prob
lems nonna!!y slem 

Em] pnlllUJ."J Ft/mMry Q.utbt< City~ ... win'" with itt Win", C<mi""j, 

tht sm"," ~ """ • .["' 'Jf>t i~ the .....u 4tn Hie '" fontito' C<mrnJ. 

Careful planning 
and management em 

ensure that winter cel
ebr.l1ion, on any level, 
can succeed. Essen
tially the emphasis just 
needs 10 be switched 
from entertaining the 
masses to celebrating 
the indigenous culture 

from the politicians, administrators 
and dealmakers for whom the event 
represents a businrss opportunity. 

In this regard, the usc of win
ter as a sales pitch is a reality. 
Nonetheless, it falls into the "there 
is no such thing as bad publicity· 
category. The millions of viewers 
of the Games are ClIposcd to se:l

sonality as a generally positive 
ClIperience Ihat is enabling a com
munity to have lhe eyes of the 
world upon il. This is one of the 
first lessons to be learned, ClIposurc 
is a key to ClIpanding the Winter 
Cides Movement. 

However, 10 what extent 
should wimer values be exploited in 
order 10 promote an event? On the 
enormous .scale of the Olympics il 
is nCllt to impossible to provide an 
intimate and completdy accurate 
exposure 10 any community_ 
Considering this aspea, the even! 
still does a good job. 

From a Winter Cities perspec
live the Games start to fail wben 
they create a situation where Ihe 
local population suffers. Promoting 
winter is great, but forcing people 
to shoulder a lifelong burden is 
not. Any large-.scale celebradon 

needs to be planned in accordance 
with the needs and wisbes of the 
area's citizens. In retrospeC(. most 
of the negative legacies of the 
Games have been left behind when 
the powers that be focused on the 
short term, external faclors instead 
of the long term, internal consider
ations. This aspecl is applicable 
from a communi ty snow carnival 
to a coumywide wimer week. 

The Games, however, do gen
erally cominually succeed in other 
areas. By planning abead and uti
lizing community spi rit the 
Olympics generate welJ-organized. 
proud volumeer corps. These peo
ple are invaluable and can make or 
break thewhole event. On any 
level it is essential to provide a vol
unteer infrastructure that creates 
benefits in both directiollS. 

Olympic organizers an: famous 
for lobbying and, though they can 
be excessive, they show the value of 
self-promotion. Winter Cities have 
ro stand proud and lell the world. 
what they have to offer. The ~build 
it and they will come~ mentality 
only works in the movies. The 
Games create their own means 
through aggressively seeking public 
and private sponsorship and there 

" 

and people. 
A local winter celebration 

should demand the same respect 
and estCt:m as any larger event. A 
sense of importance and dignity 
should percolate down from the 
organizers to the volunteers, partici
pantS and sponsors. JUSt as in the 
Games, everyone needs to know 
that they are part of somnhing 
important, relevant and special. 

Since the celebration of winter 
is, in effecl. the celebration of 
regional individuality, instilling a 
feeling of pride should be an easy 
scll. Seasonal character is borne of 
strength, uniqueness, and energy. 
These an: aspeclS that people want 
10 display. Create an infectious pos
itive attitude and everyone will 
want to be: a part of it. 

The Wimer Olympics create 
an awareness of cold climate com
munities and sbow the global ev0-

lution toward recognition of Ihe 
north. It shows the potemial that 
all northern regions can realize 
with planning and concentrated 
efforts. The pitfalls encountered on 
a large .scale illusl1":lle thaI design
ing a successful wimer celebration 
is an exercise in locally sensitive 
problem solving.* 
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Managing Winter 
City Growth 
By HAROLD HANEN and GREG U BURD 

:llur:lllIy growth is 
a pari of change 
and Ihe orvnic 
growthldca.y 
cydc is a home()

stalic sySlCm. However, from the 
earliest altempl$ at a obbage patch 
to the latest plans for the next 
Mall of America, humanity has 
always tried to comrol change put
ting a blind failh in the benefi15 of 
growth. The compulsion to grow 
has become one of the corner
stones on which we define modern 
civiliZ:l1ion. 

Society builds bcues; 10 live in, 
to drive in, to die in. The more 
boxes we make, Ihe more we need, 
and each one has to be beller, 
stronger alld bigger than the last. 
With all these boxes :I P:mdora sit
uation is inevilable, and there 
comes a time to look around and 
rethink fundamemal attitudes as 
lhey affect the norlh. 

There still aisu a strong, but 
misguided perception of growth 
being a panacea for all of sociCl)"s 
ills. This attitude is an extension of 
Adam Smith's premise Ihat the pur
suit of individual goals should be 
held above all. AJ a resuh, shorl 
term selfishness has been sanctified 
as an agent of progress and every
one is so busy trying to build the 

"Inch by inch, row 

by row. I'm going 

to make this 

garden grow." 

castles of their dr(2l1lS that they 
don't ootice thai the collcctiVl: 
foun<ution is about to buckle. 

These concepts of greed and 
·progress- are finally being ques
tioned. Their Tccem agents and 
icol\$, Ihe politicians now wince 
under an unyielding spotlight, 
Lawyers are the bun of countless 
jokes and corporalC ryranl$ are the 
villains in Saturday morning car
toons. Society's mantra is slowly 
shifting from ~mc' to ·us.
Genef:ition X, with tbeir irreverent 
take on the manipulati,·e media. 
value ka<:hing politic and vacuous 
professional po5luring, may well 
stimulalC the search for innovative, 
sustainable and meaningful expres
sions of quality living. 

It is a given that the currem 
QVef:i1l approach 10 winter city 
management, kt alone growth, is 
lacking. The multi-seasonal needs 
of people and place are, more often 
than not, left uncovered by the 
bbnket appliCition of southern 
·solulions." There is a serious dir 

" 

junaion bctwttn wimtr city ideals 
and wiolU, resulting in a crisis of 
vision towards future grOwth. The 
Bratsk conference in February 
1995 focU5cd on the question, 
"What will you Sly when your 
children and grandchildren ask 
what you did to conSCTVC our great 
nonhern regions.· Wimer Cities 
has onen addressed specific reme
dies in an attempt to support a 
paradigm shift in perception. The 
most lasting comribUlion of the 
Winter City Movement is thc 
change in consciousness it has ~nd 
will cominue to produce. In ~ 
nonhern world a "lOp down~ 
apprwch is ncvcr as succcs:sful as 
from the grass rootS up. 

To complio,e the picture, the 
nonhern world is in the process of 
F.tcing unparalleled cxpansion. 
Increased migration, Land cbim 
settlnnents, ceasdess resource 
cxtf:iction, and mmil·e dC\~lop
mtm are forcing us to deal with 
growth in a hurry. 

How do we dell with chal
lenging age old tf:idillons of 
growth for growth's sake wilhin the 
COntext of the northern world with 
iu climatic problems and mam
moth .expansion? We look 10 those 
who have done it right. 



Samdinallia: Peopk of StaSon 
Tht $candin3vian M)CitlY 

UCtpts wimer as 3fI imegr:.tl pa.n of 
life (3fId convelSdy ha,'e the most 
ebboratdy d~lopw Summer 
SoUIia: cdebrauon). The recent 
Winter Olympia; in Nol'Wlly show
caso:I a pwple who celebrate thdr 
seasonali ty. Unlike North 
American, tht SoIndinavi~ ns regard 
Ihemsdvcs as inarnation5 of their 
ancestors. Tradition:il indigenoU!i 
CWtOffiS and clothing are proudly 
di ,playai. Thi~ neua; 3fI allilUde 
of accepting winter and embracing 
Ihe role it plays in cuhul'(. 

Norrbouen County represenu 
14 Swedish ciucs that appr03ch 
winter growth in a collective, seri
OU!i fashion. Integrated develop
mem, cold climate research and 
resource conservation are all taken 
into account when growlh is con
sidered. A reverent view of history 
insures thai me old is nOI eliminat
ed for the sakc of thc new. Since 
the cuhure doe!i nOt detach iudf 
from winler and c.kals with it as a 
pan of living, the same holds true 
for industry 3fId government. 

Japan: Culturt of BlIJill(JI 
The japanese ha,'e tradition:il

ly had a very suong auachmem 10 

their cuhufl'. Whereas many 
Wcstern societics are a non-dcseript 
amaly.muion of ethnic groups, Ihe 
jap.tncsc: have a collective mindset. 
This guida; the way they do busi
ness, interact M)Cially, in shorl, the 
way they live. Since their cuhufl' 
contairlS a strong 3ttachment 10 the 
environment, thei r approa<:h to 
growth reflect.! it The auention 
g1Y01 to development is, mofl' 
often than nOI, serious, sensitive 
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and effcctive. 
The ciry of Aomori has taken 

an 3pproach to make winler city 
awafl'ness 3fId growth accessible to 
the entire population. The 02m
plcs from a public service brochufl' 
show the importance thai the 
municipality places on educating 
its population. Concepts of wimCf 
city dcsign leave Ihe I"(:I.lm of theo
ry and become practical. Citiuru 
of all ages are informed 3fId under
stand how their city is evolving. 
This leads to undcrsl3flding, appre
ciat ion and creating SllOng collec
tive standards for grOWth. 

This mindset i$ similar in 
other northern JapanC$C ci tics such 
as &ipporo, Takikawa, ChiIOS(', and 
Hokkaido. These locations have led 
tilt way in wint(r city manage
ment, de>-clopment and markeling 
bcouS(: cultur:.tl co llective logic 
:illows for il. 

KST Natural Housing is an 
example of a japanese company 
which integr:ucs the ideals of society 
into creating efficient , affordable 
wintCf housing. 'They take 3fI inno
vative apPro;lch to materials, con
struction 3nd labor nunagcment. 
W:lSIe wood is used in tbe building 
process, lraditional wisdom is imple
mented using modern techniques 
3fId the entifl' process is g~red 10 

run )'C2f round. Bioregionalism is 
one of \he keywords of their opera
tion. The company is also strong 
enough in its vision 10 incorporate 
and improve upon ideas &om other 
socier.ies, like the USC of Russian 
pc1chka passive radiant h~ting. 

KST is JUSt as conccrnW with 
what Ihq- do as how they do il. 
They have a strong philosophical 
pblform which is basccl upon 
Philosophy, Wisdom, H~rt , 

" 

Consideration 3nd <\ Generations. 
In addition they believe thai , -The 
key to creating an induslry Ihat 
SOIVC5 the problems associa,ed with 
winter requires a willingness \0 

conduct research and development 
on both tangible and irll3flgible 
i~ues centered around winter. ~ All 
of mis represents a successfullrans
fer of cultural wisdom to a growth 
oriented business. 

The PI/ture: Collective 
InspiratioTlllllnJlumct 

Japan and Scandinavia both 
have a homogenrous cultufl' that 
respect local differrnces and reali
ties, and this translatcs into their 
success wilh winter city d~lop
men! i~ues. WCStern cold climate 
regiOIlS generally Ixk a colleclive 
framework 10 address these chal
lenges. As a result a tendency to 
pull ideas from hiSloricai southern 
biases instead of using in situ 
M)Cio-cullUrallogic that has served 
to insure survival in multi-so.sonal 
regions through the ages. However, 
,here aisu an indigenoU!i culture 
in North America which is intrinsi
cally 3fId traditionally related to 
tbe land 3fId its so.sons. The First 
Proples millennia of multi seasonal 
aperience is a resou rce that must 
be utilized. 

AI present there is an 'us and 
them' view of natives and rather 
than seeing them as brOlhers in te
graltO our pasl, present and future, 
we see them as separate. UIIl i! 
recently, treatment of First rropks 
by western M)Ciery has been atrO

cious. Only now, through initia
tives such as Nunavut (a self gov
erned native province in northern 
Canada), arc we recognizing the 
cumlll and potential political 3nd 



business significance of this popu
lation sector. 

Given the melting por nature 
of relatively new western courmies, 
it would rake centuries for a strong 
collective identity to emerge. Cold 
climate regions are the Fi rsr 
People's Rome and we should Irnrn 
10 do as they do. Cross-culrural 
aw:pt:lIIce of traditional native 
views would improve the overall 
approach 10 cold climate existence 
and growth. 

The ideal western educational 
curriculum would include biore
gionalism within the COntext of the 
First Peoples. A systematic process 
for introducing cold climate cul
ture to insure rhat the parameters 
and significance of rigorous multi
seasonal regional responses would 
change the mindsct of smdents and 
recent immigrants. 

Accepting rhe rl'asoning of the 
native peoples and integrating it 
inro our system would insure Ihat 
sensitivity to nonhern issues is 
inherent instead of an afterthought. 

There are several components 
that are n=ry to affect these 
changes in winter city mindset. 
First and foremost is to have a 
sound value system. This LIthe key 
10 sustainabiliry. Utilizing the wis
dom of thl' First People guarantees 
that regional sensitiviry happens 
across the board, not JUSt in select 
cases. It also shi&s emphasis back 
to the collective. 

The foundation for facilirating 
these changes existS because of 
recent advances in communication 
technology. Priority should be 
given to establishing electronic net
works 10 spread indigenous knowl
edge across vast norrhern distances. 

Pioneers such as Jack Royle, 
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Leonid Barkov and th~ late Mayor 
Itag:aki have dOlle 3 greal deal to 
change 3uilUdo. By absorbing the 
cultural psyche of First Peoples into 

" 

our own we call Ihrive as nonhern
ers in the most natural, c/fcctive 
way possible. 

Consciousness raising is rein-
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forcai when people $tt UW the 
idas they arc dalill{; with arc ilio 
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WINTf~ CIT I { S 

Embracing Winter in City 
Design 

By NORMAN PRESSMAN and ANNIE LOlTGEN 

GlobaliZl1tion and fm lI~kcl 
oldimau 

Climat~, with all its extremcs, has 

bttll c;:redited with maping natioll

al charact~r and defining common 

id~mities. Given its imjnCI on 

human behavior, climat~ should be 

rcg=ied as a nlodifYing or deter

mining fora in planning and 

urban doign. Urban (orm, panicu

lady in its vernacular expression, 

oft~n bears tcstimony to cuhur;ll 

and climatic;: influences. The resuh 

of Clrerully al)plying local materials 

and building tcchniquo to topog

r;lphyand natural dements _ the 

CS5e1K( of tM vernacular approach 

- is usually a composition that 

b.olances uni!)' and diversi!),. 

Even und~r thc most stressful 

oondi tions, people have managed 

to survive and create perrrul.llent 

$elllements by linking lifcstyles and 

built forms \0 IoaJ and regional 

biophysical imper.i.livcs. And, ev~n 

whcre oondiliollS arc severc and life 

in- and out-of-doors is GIrded OUt 

in a cakubted, determined rt13n

ncr, a cerrain quali!)' or lifc has 

evolved beyond the simpl~ need for 

sheller, nourishmcnt and dOlhing. 

SilK(: the advcnt of the 

Indumial Revolution, climatic 

concerns - so vilal in earlier timcs 

- have gradually been OUSted as 

design delerminants of urban 

spacc:s supporth<t of human life. 

Rapid economic development, I)Jr

ticuhdy in lempenlle and morc 

nonherly regions, has cotlSlitmed a 

major force in re-orit:nling the 

planning of scnlements and in 

Vernacular architecture 

inHuenced by the 

needs and desires of 

people under a variety 

of climatic conditions, 

responds with a 

holistic approach, not 

only in on implicit but 

also in a specific 

manner to climatic 

elements encountered. 

influencing their over.t1J urban 

form. lbe an and Kienu of cmlll

ing harmonious systcms o( sheller, 

so meticulously adapted to elimalic 

demands, which had evolved ovcr 

centuries, M:lt1ed 10 abrupdy dis.op

ptar. Th~ voiu of thc silc beame a 

" 

ncg.kaed entity. 

aimalic dcterminism was con

demned. as a valid aphnation for 

individual and group anitudes and 

organizational Strucrn rc:s at the 

beginning of th~ 20th centuty. New 

p;tr;ldigms oft~n Nsed on economic 

determinism, aased the old and 

en.dicated climalic and geoph)1icll 

conccrllli from disrussiollli whc(l: 

human nature was th~ topic or 

interest. This rejection of dirt13t~, 

and ils associated elements as bc:ing 

trmral lo thc organiz;ation of urban 

space, had lhc result of neutrali~ing 

all/l(lSt aU clirt13tic collliiden.lions in 

f.!.vor o( Standardizadon. 

Vernacular architCClure (which 

has withstood the tcst or tim~) 

inAucnced by the- needs and desires 

of people under a varicry of climalic 

conditions, responds with a hol istic 

apprwch, nOt only in an implicit 

but a11lO in 3 specific;: m~nner to cli

malic ck~nts ~ncoumcrtd II is a 

kind of secular ·scienu· springing 

from a symbiosis with naturc, and 

strengthened by a (<<ling of power

fUl bc:longing to plac:C". 

Post-industrial standardization 

and internationaliution tcnd 10 

ignore- ancestral knowledge and 

imposc solulions that almOSt 

enlirely rcjCCl a compreh~nsion of 

vernacular experiences. [n this con

text, the .seasons alm0:5I ceJ5C 10 

exisl in the organiution of space. 



Quality, in terms of how designs 
arc adapted to physiallocalities 
:rnd of how they mirror cuhur.r.l 
v:tlu($, has lxen deterior.r.ting as 
Ihe 20th century progressed. 

Inlt7l1a1ional Palt"nJ and 
Urban Form 

To gw.r.r.ntee cc:onomic r~urns 
on propeny, mainly in terms of 
financial profiu, urlnn planning 
Ius adopted an apprwch of mn
dardiudon - proposing a ·con
formin" model defying even the 
most basic intuition, experience, 
and judgnlent. This is to control 
the appropriation of space, often 
without replying to fUlldamental 
hum:.m needs. Suburban residential 
desigru; arc: similar in Reykjavik, 
J»l1gkok or Dabr. The same avail
able techl1ologiaUy driven solu
tions arc applied, in one case: to 
he,ll, and in Ihe other to cool, 
buildings and collective ssnces. 

Factors of international ch.ar.r.c
la have lxen sensitive neitha to 
dimatic coru;ider.llion$ nor to 
intriru;ic qw.lities of the sile and 
location. Ratht:r, they have tended 
to epitomize ·placeless ncss" and 
have cmllled stndy Stllte, thermally 
neuml el1vironmenls. It is assumed 
- taken for gr.lllted, by cc:onomic 
dictlltes - that the st ructure and 
form of Ihe built environment are 
adapted al1d illlesr.ltcd with the 
prevailing climatic condilions, 
using the a$$iSlanCe of modern 
technology. Corpor.lle power and 
decision-making arc colmandy 
reshaping Ihe form of the city ill a 
way that renecl$ a competitive 
ethic:rnd a market economy, in the 
guise of improving quality of life. 

Given easy access to resources 
and sophistioucd technologies, the 

WINTER CIT I E S 

fundamental requirement of being 
protCClcd from the rigors of nature 
has diminished. Post-industrial 
inforrmtion and communiOllion 
technology has sp«dcd up the 
acct'p(:rnce :md proliferol.tion of 
anti-dim1tic urban form al Ihe 
glohal de. We arc witncssing ani-

ficial illumination and over-hra.ting 
ofbuildil1gs in cold regions: artifi
cial snow ~nd excessive air-condi
tioning in warm regions. The built 
forms are nearly identical. This h:u 
resu lted in aseptic, sterile environ
ments, which, although accommo
dating function, arc often bereft- of 
mC;;lning. We have introduced the 
ume urban design morphology in 

" 

arid and frigid snll$ of the globe: 
- and simihr archi tectural 
respo"scs. Reference to climate can 
Inrcly be discerned. We have justi
f.cd thC$t' decisions by often llling 
disloned cc:onomic rca50ns and, 
more likely than nOI, because we 
arc addicted to OUf automobiles. 
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The dispersed urb.1n form h:u 
never developed an identity of its 
own because it has forgotten the 
design wisdom of vernacular build
ing and cuhur.al tr.adition. After all, 
why should Reykjavik resemble Ihe 
suburbs of Los Angeles (which it 
docs, in some respects, even by 
admission of lccbnders), :rnd why 
should ccnain areas of Bangkok 



and Dakar ~Iso look like parts of 
Los Angdes (which thq do wi th 
pride and determination)? 

In embodying a narrower view 
of the complexity of Ihe city and 
the wallh of bio-diversity CSSCntiai 
for:lil urban dwellc-rs. we are stulli
fying the growlh of an urNn form 
I~ilionally char.lClerizcd by a rich 
mil: and variety ofinte~lions and 
iruerdependence which. together. 
make up the urban organism. 

Impiration from tilt Nordic 
Natiom 

A l)Ositive approach to the 
Vlrying expressions of winter life 
can be wimcsscd in Ihe Nordic 
naliOflS of Iceland, Norway. 
Sweden, Denmark, and Finland. 
These countries have a lenglhy tr.l

dition of undc-rstanding the 
nuances oflandsape: and wC:l.ther 
changes upon human habitat ion. 

The Nordic peoples know 
inslinClivdy thai changing seasonal 
demands influence IlOnhem living. 
Their seven monlhs of sub-lero 
darkness serves as a con5lant 
reminder. Thq possess a deeply 
moled utachmenl 10 nalure in all 
il$ manifcst forms. Their industrial 
dcsign productS, urban furniture, 
archilecture and neighborhood 
planning are exemplary and have 
always betn one of their biggcst 
worldwide expons. Their high 
degree of social caring and sensitiv
ity appears virtua lly unmatched in 
the Western World (as exhibited 
through designs for every sorl of 
physial and menial challenge) 
wilh Ihe ergonomic and aesthetic 
qualities of anifam and buildings 
creatively conceived and expressed. 
They are on the CUlling edge of 
applied high t«hnology that f1Ipid-
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Iy filters down to everyday life. 
Nordic nations haVl: a tradi

lion of unsurpassed design excel
lence. They were among Ihe leaders 
in accqlling the arly tenelS of 
mod.:rnity combining a SCIIsitivity 
and respc:tt for materials (U5ua1ly 
found in the natural environment) 
and user rcquiremenl$ (emphasiz
ing ergonomic faClors), with an 
artistic flare inspired by a d~p 

To improve quality of 

life in winter cities, it is 

necessary to reduce 

inconvenience, offer 

protection from the 

excessive negative 

stressors associated 

with winter and 

optimize exposure to its 

beneficial aspects. 

$Cnse ofbdonging, resulting in 
produClS of genuine beauty
'objet.! d'art'. 

Elegance, clean and simple 
lines, quality finish in trcatmem of 
the materials, comfort, correct pro
?Onion and clever appliation of 
texture and color impan ·charac
Ie? despite an object's fundional 
purpose normally being the major 
source of inspir.ltion. 

Design, interpreted in this 
manner, is a WlIIy ofHfe and an 

" 

integr.ll pan of Nordic culture. If 
the built environment has any sig
nificant influence in shaping a 
user-friendlier, society - and if 
good design plays a seminal role 
- Ihen Nordic expe:rience is one 
that is essential to under$und. 
This is more than juS! a collection 
of individual object-mtemenl$ 
(although pe:rsonal lalent should 
not be minimized). It reflecl$ com
prd-1ension of the human faclOrs 
and cultural Vllue conSlrUCIS wi th 
thei r subtle Vlriations, deeply 
imbedded in the Nordic $Oul. 
These can, undoubtedly, help U5 to 
mould the human habitat in a 
more CO ml)assionate manner. 

The underlying message which 
Nordic desigtl emits. suggestS that 
both industrial design, architecture 
and uroan planning embody, 
evoke, and tf1lflsmil meaning in the 
auempl to relale fundion to form, 
form to fundion and bolh of Ihese 
to dccpcr, human needs. Through 
an analysis of Ihe design process 
and the everyday produm that sur
round us, we can gain a clearer 
comprehension of Ihe univcrwly 
understood language of form 
through which the built world an 
be interpreted. Finally, we mU51 
not perceive Ihe buill environment 
as a collection of individual objects 
no maner how well designed these 
may be. 

The world ~round U$ should 
be cOlKeived in a 'seamless' manner 
in which interior design exists in 
rdation 10 buildings, buildings in 
rdalion 10 open space, open space 
in relation 10 cities, cities ill rela
tion 10 landscape:, and all of these 
combining the highesl regard for 
humankind and the 'voice of the 
locality' - possessing di5linct per-



~onality and evok
ing the spirit of 
place. A[ a time 
when major demo
graphic and C[OSS

cultural changes are 
occurring due to 

human migration 
allover the planet, 
one or [he most 
urgent dilemmas is 
to create places thaI 
possess genuine 
meanmg or 'genius 
loci' - belonging 
to and springing 
from the [espective 
panku1a[ities of 
thei r sites and 
inhabitants. 
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Emerging Trends 
for Winter Cities 
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The city's pulr 
lic realm - its streets, squares, 
parle;, open spaces, lanes, boule
vards, allqs, afGIdes, passages and 
skywalle; - is a critical de[e[mi
nant of the quality of urban life. 
Under severe conditions, the eslab
lishmem of climatic comfort in 
urban space can help [0 preserve 
human well being. Where [here is 
thermal comfort and safety, there is 
respect and beautification of public 
spaces. The physical environment 
of the winter city can either further 
or hinder social actiVities in OUl
doot public spaces. These actiVities 
are particularly imponant in the 
cold, dark months when memal 
health is adversely affected by isola
tion and omer wimer-induced 
Stresses. 

Public outdoor urban spaces in 
cities should be designed using 
microclimalic principles that block 

winter winm and allow sunlight to 
peneuate belWttn buildin~ by 
proper orientation. lnhospit:lble 
surroundin~ should be 'mlled
OUl' by clustering buildings and 
using veget:l tion, windscreens, 
snow fences, shcl terbelts, and a rel
atively compact spatial configura
tion. Shadow, wind, and snowdrift 
impact statements are essential. 
Using these tools and lechniques, it 
is possible to creale favorable 
microdimates that can be 
improved through appropriate and 
skillful filling of buildings ro the 
naturaltetrain. The summer and 
marginal seasons an then by 
extended, to the point where sum
mer-IYpe activitie.o; - sining in the 
sun, for exa!1lpl~ - can lake pla~e 
on mid-winter days. 

Architect and planner Ralph 
Erskine of Sweden ~uggests [hal the 

outdoor season can Ix: ex[~nded by 
up to six weeks using microdimatic 
planning and design concepts. 
While nOI all 'summer' outdoor 
activltie.o; must Ix: abandoned dur
ing the winter, microdimadc con
trol of the ~nvironmem is essenti~l 
if human animation and life is to 
exisl year-round. 

To improve quality of life in 
winter cities, it is necessary to 
reduce inconvenience, offer· protec
lion from the excessive negative 
stressors associated with wimer, 
and optimize: exposure to its bene
ficial aspects. This calls for the 
development of highly creative and 
innovative approaches, since ft:W 
excellent c.a.o;e studie.o; thaI express a 
positiv~ altitude toward wimer 
exisl. Mosl wimer cities have 
attempted to create 'summer dty' 
conditions throughout the year 



inste:ld of enhancing the charaCler
islies that make northern commu· 
nities unique. 

The main principles that mUSI 
be incorpor:lIed in the design of all 
cities, but are most at ri5k for exclu
sion in northern cities, are year· 
round usability, contact with nature, 
uS('r participation, cultural continu· 
ity, and a pedestrian and Ir:mSil
friendly environment. The shape;, 
volumes, textures, colors, materials, 
and urban spaca that appear 
between buildings should reflect the 
landscape and cultural heritage of 
lhe environs. Most importantly, the 
"good" wimer city must, first and 
foremost, accommodate the needs 
of its most vulnerable groups
children, the dderly, physically chal
lenged, economically disadvantaged, 
transit-users, cyclists, and pedestri. 
ans. By considering these dements, 
planners can design multi-seasonal 
cities that allow for the celebration 
of human life in all seasons. 

With newly emerging climatic 
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changes, global economic impera
tives and massive human migration, 
urban sociny is confromed with 
gigantic challenges to which it mwt 
stand up if an ecologically swrain· 
able balance i5 to flourish on earth. 
·10 tackle these dilemmas, an ime· 
grated view of specialized knowl· 
edge in a wide spectrum of disci
plines shall be critical. A thorough 
understa.nding of ~rnacular build· 
ing know-how and cultural tradi
tion, coupled with political determi
nation and supportro by public and 
private will, mUSI emerge in order 
to gener;ue viable solutions for 
improving and preserving all human 
environments that are so fragile and 
have !>«orne so vulnerable. 

Designing and building 
according to a climate-sensitive 
approach can be one way in which 
we can be environmentally respon
sible. With the irreversible momen
tum of urbani7.ation, planning al\d 
design will continue to play an ever 
increasing role in the 21st century, 

and creating built environments 
which are comfortable in each of 
the four seasoliS - on all parIS of 
the globe - is precisely what we 
should all strive to achieve.:? 
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