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WINle~ ell I f S 

Message from the president 

The calendar S3ys spring, yet winter declines to release its hold along 
the south shore of Lake Superior. In the daily complaints heard aOOut 
our weather, J find wisdom in the thinking of the Sami people of 
northern Scandinavia. They use eight se.:tSOnS to define the northern 
climate Would a word to describe this season in-between winter and 
spring help people feel better lOOutthis time of year? 

11le Wimer Cities Forum and Exhibition "99 at Prince George, BC WlS 
a delightful experience and a celebration of the north's attributes. 
Congratubtions to the many persons who were involved As with all 
cities that host the winter cities conference, there will be positive 
outcomes for the City of Prince George and northern Be region For 
OOih oonference organizers and delegates, the coming tq:ether of all 
sectors and interests of northern communities provided exposure to 
other parts of the northern world The conference sh<:mcased the 
great JXlI.ential of the north and the creativity being applied 10 solve 
winter city issues. 

Quebec City, Quebec, C.1Ilada has been selected to host the Wimer 
Cities Forum ;.ro1 Quebec City, the capital of Nordicity, is planning to 
hold this cvent during the world famous Carnival de Quebec in 
February, ;.ro1 The otganizational Ialent and commitment demon· 
Strated by their prop:;&l~ the quality of the venue and the charm of 
Qucbec City will make this event great Congratulations to Quebec 
Citr 

At the Boord of Directors meetings held in Prince George, Ihe WeA 
took action to strengthen our organil.lltian As a result of oo-going 
discussions with our affHiate organiwions, Winter Cities Scandinavia 
and the Imernational Association of Mayors of Northern Cities 
(lAMNC), we have become the Wimer Cities Association of North 
America. Tltis ch.1nge will enable the WCA and our affil~1ted organiza· 
tions to better focus limited resources and energy. \'{Ie h.1\·e established 
improved lines of communication and defined specifIC roies with our 
partners in the winter city m()\'ClTlenl Cooperative efforts are under· 
way for upcoming issues of Winter Ciliesand web-site links. 

Another important advancement is that a WeA web-site will soon be 
under development The Ge\"Waphy/ Planning Department at 
Northern Michig:m UnilfCfSity in Marquette, Michigan, USA has agreed 
to take on this task. Our l1C\\-·est baud member, Dr. Michael Broadway 
will be directing this p~ Thank you NMU and Michael Broadway 
for this generous contrihulion. 

On this note, we would appreciate hearing from our readers. We need 
your input What can we do to improve lhe content and de~very of 
winter cities information? What are the issues we should focus on 
with a web-site and our current nlagazine? Please let us know. 

Pat Coleman 
Winter Cities Association President 

PaIOJlenum 
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WINTER CIT I E 5 

NASA Conducts 
International Winter Testing 
By LARRY COF.HOORN, KI SAWYER REDEVELOPMfl .... r TEAM 
& V1KKl KU1.JU, u p, ENGINEERS & ARCHmcrs, INC 

On January 31st, 19'1), a National Aeronautics and Space 
AdministrJtion (NASA) Boeing 757 landed at Sawyer Airport, just 
south of Marquette, Midligan, USA, accompanied by 46 NASA 
engineers and aircraft specialists and over 20 cngineers from 
Canada, Norway and France. The group's mission was to assemble 
data for the "Winter Rumvay Friction Measurement ~ram', a 
five-year effort by NASA, Transpon Can.1cb and the FedCml 
Aviation Administration (FAA). 

A disproportionate number of aviation accidents occur due to 
aircraft braking difficulty, directional loss of control, or sliding off 
the end of icy runways During snow and ice conditions airpon 
operators use various instruments to determine how slipperY:l 
runway is and rep::!l"t readings to the pilots. Unfortunately, the 
instruments and runway prOlocol used differ country to country. 
Two primary goals of NASA's winter testing were to CTeltC an 
international stan(lard of reponing runway conditions to pilOis and 
to reduce traction-related aircraft accidents 

In addition to its airfield elpabilities (a 12,3(X) X ISO ft runway and 
24,00} sqlft hangar) and uncrowded airspace, &!wyer was chC&'Il 
for its winter climate. MOIher Nature assisted the team by provid
ing a variety of climatic scenarios to test 

While at &!wyer the international group of e.xperIS acquired data 
on seven different snow conditions and braking data on six differ
ent snow conditions A test site 1,SOO ft X SO ft contained every
thing from 2.5 inches of loose snow for the first tests to V4 inch of 
compacted snow to\\"Jrd the end of the tests 1JJta from the 
aircraft is compared with ground equipment instruments 0l.1ny 
airports use to correlate the results 

Upon completion of testing, NASA reponed that Sawyer met aU 
their requirements and exceeded their expectations, nOl only in 
terms of climate, but also the response of local communities 
During free time the team soowmobiled, cross-oountry skied, and 
took a horse-drawn sleigh ride. As [hey frequented local businesses 
Ihey were welcomed with open arms. As they departed for the 
NASA langley Research Center, they brought back with them 
valuable winter d1ta and a lasting memory of the Upper PeninsuL1 
of Michigan and winter at its best 

, 



WINTER CITIES 

ICICLES 
What's up in Winter Cities 

High-tech trail 
grooming 
Snowmobilers may soon be 
able to enpy a longer season, 
on smoother tmils, thanks to a 
new trail groomer being tested 
in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 
The prototype, developt.od by 
Michigan Technological 
University's Keweenaw 
Research Centre, will turn soft, 
bumpy snowmobile tmils into 
"snow pavemen t,~ designers 
say. Thc groomer grinds the 
snow part ides very fine - one 
millimetre or smaller - which 
allows the grains to bond 
together very rapidly," says Al 
Wuori, a consultant near 
Houghton, Michigan, which is 
looking into mass producing 
and marketing the groomer. 
Wuori has also worked with 
similar equipment on runways 
in northern Greenland and the 
Antarctic Phil Quclllj of 

Primc Designs in Atlantic Mine 
is the designer. He told the 
Daily Mining Gazelle of 
Houghton that the machine is 
a significant improvement 
over "drag groomers now used 
10 create snowmobile trails 
acr0&5 the country." 

Cold weather 
hotline solves snowy 
problems 
The city of Escanaba, 
Michigan is taking steps to 
make taking steps on winter 
sidewalks a little safer and 
easier. A hotline has been 
established so people on 0111 
and report unshovelled 
sidewalks or any city-code 
violation 10 city officials. The 
city promises that all 
complaints will be investigated 
within 24 hours. People have 
48 hours after a snowfullto 
dear their sidewalks. If they 
haven't done so in thai time 
and a complaint is registered 
on the hotline, Jim O'Toole, 
city code official, will visit the 
residence and issue a warning 
(or a $.50 ticket for repeat 

• 

offenders). If the sidewalk is 
still not shovelled within 2<1 
hours, he hires a contmctor 10 

delf the snow; and the 
resident is sent the bill. 

0100le says the program is 
working extremely well. ~["ve 
been with City for 10 years," 
says O'Toole, "and this has 
been the best year yet.n 111is 
despite approximately 60 
inches of snowfall in the 
season, double the usual 
amount 

After a snowstorm, there is an 
average of 50 calls on the 
hotlinc waiting for OToole to 
investig.1.te. "The public has 
been very receptive," he says. 
"People like it because Ihey 
can 011 anonymously They 
can OIl! at three in the 
morning if they feel like it It's 
made things a lot easier." 

Kick-sled part of 
Sweden's image 
The kick-sled is nothing new 
for Europeans, and the rcst 
of the world is becoming 
more fami liar with this old
f.J.shioned mode of transporta
tion, thanks to itS incorpora
tion into the Winter Cilies 
XOO logo. 



! 
; 
; 
; The kick.-sled looks like a ; 
; chair on two skis, that the ; 

rider stands on and swings 
one leg oock and fonh to 
propel fonvard On the 
chair/ p[:uform, groceries, 
packages, or even a passenger 
can be carried 

The kick-sled was derived 
from the ice sled, a version 
without the runners that was 
pushed along the ice. The 
design is thought to have 
emerged in Sc:lOdinavia 
around 15(1 ye:mj ago, and is 
now used by many people 
throughout Europe 

The ph()(o here shows Bjorn 
Rosengren. former Swedish 
country governor and current 
Minister of Industry :md 
Commerce, going full speed 
ahead on a kick sk.-'d For 
details on Winter Cities 2CXXl, 
to be held in Lule:t and 
Kiruna, Sweden, "-eb. 12-16, 
check OUt the web site at 
wwwwimerciticsJulea.'ie or 
ww\y.wimercitics.kiruna.se. 

WINTEI c , TIE S 

16'11 A retic 
Winter Games 
Whitehorse, NWT, 
C1nad1 - March, 2(XX) 

The fil'Sl: Arctic Winter Games, 
ha;tcd in 1970 by the City of 
Yellowknife, beg.1.n a tradition 
of northern competition and 
o utdoor tourism. "111e games 
have been held every two 
Ye:lrs since, changing northern 
hosts e:lch time The 16th 
Arctic Wimer Games will be 
held in March, 2000 in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. 
Competitors are expt.'(1(.'(i to 
come from the Northwest 
Territories, Yukon, Alaska, 
Northern Alberta, Grecnl:tnd 
and two provillCe'l in Russh 
Magad:1O and Tyumen, to 
panicip:Jte in 19 different 
SJXlI1ing events and alltuml 
exhibitions. An extremely 
popular ("Vent, the Arctic 
Wimer Garnes relies on vol un
teers for its success. It is 

; estimated that more than 1,600 
i volunteers will be needed for 

I :O:::USiness 
People's Conference 
Tourism Development 
in the North May 31:1une 
3, 1999 
Ro.;.tu'\tEM~ LAPLM'D, FINLAND 

This three-day event will offer 
attendees the opponunity to 
learn about tourism develop
melli, as they join experts in a 
wide range of fields. Seminars 
indude "Nonhern Tourism
Related Development," -How 
Does Nature-Related Tourism 
Benefit Local Community and 
Government?" and "Marketing 
Cultural Heritage 10 Tourists" 

, 

! 

Circumpolar 
Women's Conference 
November 18-20, 1999 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
"Different [j\'C!i, Common 
Threads" is the theme for the 
first CircumlXll.1r Women's 
Conference, pJ:mned for 
November 1&20, 1999 in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. The 
conference will bring together 
women from the GrcumpoL1r 
Nonh to discuss issues of 
panicullr relevance t? ~h
ern women, to examme ISSues 
peninem to circumpolar , 
nat ions from women's ( 
perspectives, :md to share ( 

ideas about cross-cultural ;':,,1 

"bridge-building." A secondary 
gool is to ensure that the 
discussions and the condu-
sions of this conference are 
not. lOSt, but widely dissemi
nated Organizers envision 
using this gathering to collect 
material that addresses the 
commonalities and diversi ties 
of women':. lives in the Nonh 
The steering group is commit
ted to creating curriculum 
m.aterials for elementary and 

; secondary school levels 
i (approximately ages 6-18) that 
; will be useful to departments 
i and ministries of education , 
i throughout the Circumpolar f 
i Nonh. In addition, .the ~roup is i 
; committed to publish, In more : 

tradition.11 format, conference ! 
proceedings to add to the 
knowledge about women in 
the Nort lt For more inforrna
tion on the conference, visit 
their web-site at 
http:// wwwyukoncollege.yk.ca , 
r agraharn/ womensconf! i 

I 
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Thanks, Prince George! 
BY ANNE MARTIN 
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Tbe ChoU: Omtre III dOl.t01lOllm Prince C.rorge fJro'.ofded ideal jlJCtlilies jor lhe Fcnlltl 

Over 400 people - including 
speakers, delegates, exhibitors, 
SIXlnsors, organizers and volun
teers - met in Prince George, 
Be in February for the Winter 
Cities Forum, 1999, the 
Northern Living Exhibition and 
the pre-Forum Health 
Conference. Most were from 
northern Be, but delegates and 
speakers also came from other 
parts of Canada, the United 
States, Scotland, Japan, the 
Peoples Republic of China, 
Mongolia, Greenland, Swedm 
and Finland. 

The four-day event included 
field trips, plenary sessions and 
workshops, the trade show and 
mal events. The slogan of the 
event was "Set Your Sights on 
Northern Ughts.n 

Planning for this biennial 
event began in February, 1997 
at the dosing of the Forum in 
Marquette, Michigan, when the 
Willler Cities Association 
announced that Prince George 
had been selected as the next 
host dty. A steering commiltee 
and sutxommiuees reviewed 
past Forums and agreed that 
the pr<:gram quantity in Sault 
Sle. Marie 09(1) and the degree 
of community involvement in 
Marquette were examples of 
what we wanted to achieve. 

Advice from previous orga
ni7ers proved valuable, i.e. 10 

have forestry, our primary 
industry, as a main focus and 
to concentrate on marketing 
the Forum in the region. As 
most settlements in northern 
I3C have small popUlations and 

, 
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are remotely situated, program 
tOpics were chosen for their 
relCV".lIlcc to smaller winter 
communities. 

Key issues for northerners 
were identified as the program 
developed These included the 
need 10 find northern, not 
imponed, solutions to northern 
problems; the challenge for 
winter communities to remain 
competitive in a global econo
my; the need for sustainable 
resource exlra(1ion and respon
sible land use; and the impacts 
of climate change in the north. 
Recognizing the need for a bal
ance between economic, envi· 
ronmental and social demands, 
the theme chosen was the pro
motion of a sustainable quanti
ty of life in winter communi· 
ties. For the workshops, it was 



deemed important to empha
size practical solutions and 
opportunities for northern li\-
iog rather than academic pre
sentations. This approach was 
carried through to the 
Northern J.iving Exhibition, the 
Health Conference and the 
field trips. 

The greatest Challenges for 
the steering commitlee were 
budget·related In the months 
leading up to the Forum, the 
Pn:::wincial economy declined, 
and there were significant 
downturns in the forestry 
indUStry. The unemplaymcm 
rate in Prince George (pop. 
00.(00) rose to IS%, the highest 
in uc. 111ese developments 
impacted on our final regist ra
tion and numbers of 
exhibitors. Plans were scaled 
oock but sponsors remained 
g~inthcirsuppon in 
spite of dilTicult times. 

The pre-Forum Health 
Conference, ""Building Healthy 
Northern Communities" was 
attended by about 75 elected 
olTicials and people working in 
the health and social services 
professions. Many northern 
communities arc isolated, have 

WINTER CITIES 

f)1l Yu 7.bu oj lIarb"~ an,~ rim 011(1 

oj """"Y /"/fT(!SIi"8 spruken from !J/'(Ir 
amlfar 10 mIl~ prese11k1/lo!Jj at lbe 
FonI". 
resource-I:xtscd economies with 
seasonal employment, pOlen
tially dangerous jobs, high costs 
of living and limited access to 
health care. Nonhern winters 
('.In limit mobility and commu
nity participation These factors 
can have a negative impact on 
heal lh The workshop looked 
at W'J Ys in which negative 
effects can be reduced through 

, 

health promotion initiatives, 
the creation of supponi\'C 
environmems, strengthening 
community actions and devel
oping heallhy nonhern public 
policy Discussion took pbee 
about health issues for women, 
aboriginal people, children and 
the elderly, including mental 
heallh and substance abuse 
issues. Food security and the 
cJe,.'elopmem of sustainable 
food systenlS in the north were 
also examined. 

Several field trips \vere I :IIl'anged for thc first morning 

! of the Forum Delegates toured 
Prince George 10 look 1II ardlii tecture, recreation and forestry 
resources, infrastructure and 
winter city planning. After 
lunch, Dr. David FOOl, noted 
economist and co-author of the 
book Boom BUSI and Echo, 
gave the keyllOlc address and 
di..scus.sed demographic trcnds 
in Canada and the circumpolar 
regions. 

Only a few highlights o f the 
Forum can be mentioned here. 
Ev(.>ryone cnpyed the .social 
events, induding the opening 
cercmonies, with a parade of 
international flags and mulli
cultural entenainmcnt; the 
Bundle Up Barbecue in the 
Pl1Za, the reception at the 
College of New Caledonia and 
the dosing banquet. At thc on
going Nonhern living 
Exhibition therc were several 
booths celebrating the forestry 
industry and value-added 
wood products. TIle centml 
feature was the uWoodWorks" 
display which was specially 
designed for the Forum 10 
sh()\\'C:lSe \VOCId construction 
and to promote Ihe use of 
wood in public and commer
cial buildings. Communities 
throughoUl nonhern Be were 
also \vcll-repreJellted and gave 
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Winter Cities Magazine 
Reade, Survey 

The Winler Cities AssocIation ellisls to sePie as a coodu~ for i1formation related to the 
pI1ysical, economic and social viabi lity of northern communities. Winter Cities is tile 
primary meaIIS of deliVeriog Information to our members. We are examining ways to 
better communicate winter city ideas, aod serve our membersMip. Please take a momool 
It! complet6 this Questionnaire, and mail Of tax it \0: 

Wintef Cities Secretariat, Clo Or. Terry Weniger, 3l3O 22nd Ave. 
Prince George, Be Canada V21 1P8 Fax: (250) 561-5829 

1. Please indicate who you are: 
o StOOent 
o Practiticwler/Corporate 
o Aca(!emic 
o Go'Iemrnenlll'olitical 

2. Do you read Winter Cities? 
o All of it 
o Mostof" 
Q Some of rt 
o None 01 rt 

3. 00 you enjoy the present content of 
Winter Cities? 

aVes ONo 

4. Do you have any recommendations for 
changes In coote"!? Please explain . 

5. Is the article length 
o Just right 
o Too long 
o Too short 

6. Two issues of Winter Cities are devoted 
to tile Annual Conference. Is lt1ere a 
benefit in devo~ng two ~ to this 
subject? 

o Yes QNo 

7. 00 you think lllat Winter Cities 
magazine should be avaitable to 
audiences outside our membership 
for a fee? 

DYes ONo 

8. Do you lt1ink Winter Cities should be 
sold at newsstands? 

DYes ONo 

9. Do you think Wintw Cities shoutd have 
paid advertisJng? 

DYes ONo 

10. Woutd YOUI organlza1ion adVertise In 
Winter Cities Magazine? 

DYes ONo 

11. 00 you see a need lor an elec;tr(J1K; 
version 01 Win1er Cities magazine, In 
additioo to lt1a printed Ye!1Iion? 

DYes ONo 

Thank you for assisting us. 

visi tors an effective overview 
of our region and the pride we 
have in it A group of experi
enced snow sculptors from 
Alberta spent several days 
building snow sculptures in the 
Plaza This was a first for 
Prince George and created 
widespread interest A snow 
fireplace, complete with snow 
chimney, mantle and illuminat
ed heanh that encased a real, 
pellet-burning stove was partic
ularly popular. 

Evaluation sheetS were dis
tributed at the workshops, and 
delegates responded warmly 10 
the calibre of our speakers, rat· 
iog most workshops either 
good or excellent. Topics on 
the economy included winter 
tourism and winter wilderness 
holidays, cultural eventS and 
winter festivals, lightscaping in 
winter and community ec0-
nomic developmt'nt through 
communiGltions technology 
and infrastructure. 

" 

Eovironmcntlltopics indudcd 
responsible managemcot of nmural 
resources, Ilunagement of waste 
and local food production and dis
tribution in the north. Qu.1lity of 
life topics included winter ~V3bi1i[y, 
pl:mning of winter citie; for chilo 
dren, SJlO\'I' managL'ffient and a 
number of case studies of northern 
planning and archit('(1ure. 

The final plenary session 
"Circumpolar Connections" pro
vided an 0PJXlnunity to intro
duce Mayor Jimmy Kilabuk of 
lqaluit, the capital of Canada's 
newest territory: Nunavut. 
Information aoom ftllure 
Forums S]Xln.sored by the 
International Association of 
Mayors of Northern Cities was 
presented by delegates from 
Lulea and Kiruna, Sweden 
(Forum 2(00) and from 
Aomori City,Japan (Forum 
20:12). The Wimer Cities 
Association also announced 
that Quebec City, Canada, will 
host the WCA Forum in 2001. 

About 100 people were 
involved in planning. organi7jng 
and helping out during Winter 
Cities Forum '99, the Exhibition 
and the Health Conference. We 
received many comments about 
our friendly volunteers and 
courteous staff. \'\'e were privi· 
leged to host the Forum and 
proud to welcome our visi tors. 
We saw people get involved 
and inspired, gain new perspec
tives on winter as a resource 
and discover 'Nays of improving 
livability in winter communi· 
ties, large and small 

A /IIle Martin is a (mmci/lor, City r.f 
Prince Georg:: (md second !lice
Presjdell~ Wimer aries Association 
She ILUS Ox/ir r.f the PrllJram 
Committeef(Jr lion/III 99 
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WINTER CIT I l S 

The Winter Tourism 

CHALLENGE 

ADAPTfJ) FRO~l A SPEED! PRE
SlmrD BY R!CK MYSTRm~ 
MAYOR OF ANO!ORAGF, 
ALASKA, AT 1l-!E WINTER CITIE') 
FORUM, 19'/). 

The Potential 
For cities of the Nonh, there is 
wealth to be fou nd in our 
winters. Winter tourism holds 
great promise for our future, 
promise thm has oc-en largely 
untapped We live in lands of 
great beauty. We enjoy nmural 
wonders experienced by only 
a small minority of the human 
race. Our wildlife is abundant. 

Amortiz ing our 
Investments 
Winter tourism is one of the 
mOTe immediate ways wimer 
dties can improve their 
economies. As we find ways to 
attract more wintenime 
visitors, our tourist businesses 
will become more profitable 
year-round, encouraging 
greater investment. 

Anchorage has 6,80:) hotel 
rooms and 900 bed & breakfast 
beds. Many of these rooms 
remain empty in winter. OUT 

upscale hotels enjoy 94 percem 
occupancy in the summer, 
while averaging only 62 per
cent the rest of the year. [n 
December and January, occu
pancy drops to 52 percent. 

o 

The potemial lies in filling 
those rooms in the winter. 

The Challenges: 
Competing with 
Giants 
As we aim to attract winter 
visitors, we are competing with 
the giants in the tourist indus
try. In 1996, Hawaii spent 5245 
million, mostly to attract the 
wintertime traveller. Alaska 
spent only S7f3 million for its 
year-round tourist promotion, 
and only a small percentage 
was dedicated to the winter 
market. As a result, we in 
Anchorage have taken the 
initiative ourselves, spending 
$42 million last year alone. 



Strategies/or Success: 

t) QUALITY FACILITIES THAT 
APPEA.L TO TII.E A.I' l'1.UENT 
ADVENTURER 

Our survey data show that 
wimer tourists in Anchorage 
are, on average 10 years 
younger than Qur summer 
tOurists. TIley arc lx"tler 
educated, more amucm and 
spend more money per trip 
than their summer counterparts. 
Ohstacles in the minds of our 
winter uavellers are the false 
perC'ep(ions thaI nonhern 
accommodations are primitive 
and una)ffifOl1ablc. Our success 
depends on convincing poten
tial winter visitors that they will 
be warm, safe and well· 
supponed as they enjoy wimer 
adventures 

2) UNIQUEACfJVITIESAND 
EVENTS 

Harbin, China 
The "lee Lantern Gala" is truly 

one of the wonders of the 
winter world 11lis 4)-day ice 
and light spectacular, held in 
Zhaolin Park, has been China's 
first festival of the year for the 
past 23 years. By establishing 

WINTEl CitiES 

this remarkable tradition, 
Harbin has developed world· 
class art islS and sculptors and 
113.5 become a "mUSI 5I!C" for all 
winter travellers. 

Edmonton, Alberta, canada 
Edmauon's ~ mnes from 
.... uld . class S{XJrtS and 
shopping. This dynamic ety has 
gained a reputation for outst.1f1d· 
ing professional S(X)ItS telms and 
events; hockey, footooU and 
rodeo. But perhaps ITI05t remark· 
able is the succes; of the West 
Edmonton ~l11l This shopping 
centre, ena::xnpassing 24 city 
tk!cks, attracts millions of visit · 
~ shoppers each year. With 78 
mIllion visjtC('S earn year, 
tourism contributes more than $1 
biUion annwlly to F .. dmomon's 
econom y. 

Tromso. Norway 
Tromso is successfully market· 
ing winter visits for Aurora 
viewing. mostly to Japanese 
visitors 

Aomorl City, Japan 
Here, a village of Snow Huts is 
available for both etizcns and 
tourists. Each of lhcse igloo-like 
dwellings oITers dining deliCI· 
des • from Ghengis Khan 

7bI! !dimrod Tmil Sled DqJ Rau bring; ptmicfpants, specl(l/Or$ and media/rom 
llrolmd Ibe world .. 
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barbecues to local "Jappa" stew. 
Aonlori has learned that 
visitors are drawn to their ety 
by the "tasIe" of wimer. 
Wintertime seafood, taken 
from colder seas, is richer in 
oils and tastier. 

Anchorage, Alaska, USA 
The lditarcxl Trail Sled ~ 
Race is a unique wimer event 
in Alaska. Beginning in 
Anchorage each March, the 
"las!: Great R.1ce" has 
contributed to the mystique 
and appeal of wintertime 
Alaska. It commemorates a 
heroic and life-saving episo:le 
in 192:S when courageous men 
and dogs, in the depth of 
wimer, clITioo diphtheria 
serum 1,600 km from 
Anchorage to Nome. The 
modern race has ClplUred the 
imagination of pcople all (Ner 
the world and ~ed up 
remote Alaska VIl lages to 
winter tourism. 

}) PARTIOPATION RY 
ABORIGlNAL PEOPLFS. 

Cultural and histonClllourism 
is one of the f:lstCSI growing 
areas of lourism worldwide. Of 
special intcrCSI are indigenous 
people - Iheir an, music, dance 
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and traditions Cultural tourism 
requires sensitivity and tan 
The key to success in Alaska is 
Native ownership, 

Historically, Aboriginal people 
have been exploited by more 
dominant cultures. In the past 
decade in Alaska, however, we 
have seen a dramatic change, 
and this change is working to 
the betterment of all 

Seventeen new companies 
provide tours of Alaska Native 
villages, interpreting Native cul
tures. Fifteen of these are com· 
panies are owned by Natives. 
With Native ownership has 
come local panicipation, a wei· 
coming spirit and a dedialtion 
to accurate representa tion of 
Native traditions and values. 

4) STRONG MA.RKETING 
PROGRAMS 

Marketing is vital to success. 
Using wildli fe canoon charac
ters and the theme 'Wild about 
Winter', the Anchorage 
Convention and Visi tors 
Bureau has marketed wimer· 
time in Anchorage as a great 
place to have fun. The ACVB 
team of 37 employees is 
fi nllllcro by half of the receipt 
of a hotellx'd tax. This tax 
generated $9.6 million in 1~ 
The majority of ACVB efforts 
focus on non-summer markets, 
and the results have been 
il~lpressive. From 1993 through 
1997, annual tourism sales in 
Anchorage, as reported by 
North American whOlesalers 
and travel agents, have 
doubled from $33 mill ion to 
S66 million TIle economic 
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im(XIct of conventions and 
meetings in Anchorage has 
also nearly doubled - front 
$33 mill ion to $575 million. 
Eighty-two percent of the 
conventions and meetings 
took place outside of the 
summer season. last year's 
to(al of $128.6 million in tourist 
sales represented a return of 
$32.61 for C\'ery dollar invested 
in promotion. 

Conclusion 
The most imponam aspect of 
successful tourism, regardless 
of the season, is the friendly 
attitude of people That is the 
key, above aU else, to help our 
guests enpy themselves and 
make them want to return. 
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Planning and Designing for 

Children 
IN NORTHERN COMMUNITIES 
BY MICHAEL BARlON 

About 45 year:<; ag:J, myoum 
experience of mOtJill8 aroulld 
the cOy was a combillmiOlI of 
w(l/klll8 bussillg cyclillg {HId 

IIsillg IraillS 7bis provided me, 
alollg with my peers, {III 

intimate kllow/edge of roll tes 
10 and from bus stops {lnd 
tmin s({ltiOIJ.S /I also prouided 
us with a jullior expertise on 
Iypes alld models of buses and 
IraillS IVe bad l1umy 
!lI/JOIIn'te ~lIod~ although Ihis 
word was ullklloum 10 II$. 
Ollr geograpby was very 
experlellli<ll' 

Recemly, Professor Greg 
!'blseth of lJI\'l3C has revisited 
~kids mapping" studies in 
Prince George. From the 
studies, it is apparent that 
child ren's experiences of these 
routes are more likely to be 
from the bl.ck seats of automo
biles. Changes in d ty planning 
in North America have no( 

been sympalhClic 10 Ihe needs 
of children, (or indeed Ihe old, 
thc poor and the disabled). As 
Colin Ward said nearly 20 
yt':lrs ago, "Our problem is nOI 
to design shops, streets, 
housing..that can lend itself to 
play, but to educate society to 
accept children on a participat· 
ing Ixlsis.~ 

It is much the same problem 
in nonhern too'os. We are 

becoming used 10 designing for 
snow drifting. prevailing wimer 
winds, orientation and using 
heliomorphic form generation 
t'le. For children, however, it is 
the links and pathways which 
connect house and school; 
school and park, which arc so 
imponant Often, the e."<peri· 
ence of getting to places is 
more important than arriving. 

r.bny northern towns are 
scanered into specifIC zones 
which are spread out over a 
landscape. Typically, there will 
be al1 original core; an industri· 
al zone; Ihen, a school here, a 
rccn."ation centre there, a park 
over here, a oollege campus 
way Out over there, and so on 
In bet ween these zones there 
will be amorphous spaces of 
uncenain designation. Quite 
often, the distances belween 
the zones, (and user·unfriendly 
tmllSit systems) deter walkers 
and cyclists. The result is the 
endless ferrying of children 
from place to place in cars, 
w hich so many o f us arc fa m il· 
iar With. 

Bccause of the mania for the 
effident movement of vehicles 
through uroon centres, togeth· 
er with the upsurge in ·su\). 
urban" residential zones, the 
integral networks which exist· 
ed in the urban villages of the 

'3C5 and '40s , between home, 
school, neighbourhood, friends, 
street, park and workplace, 
have changed dmmaticaUy. 

Looking for Solutions 
Having briefly looked at "how 
we arrived here," we should 
ask ourselves "what is it that 
now needs to be done in order 
to achieve a measure of user· 
friendliness in this (or any 
aher) nonhero ta.vn?' 

To begin with, things should 
be morc compact Places 
should be accessible by a vari· 
ety of means, and by the 
young and the old. The links 
1x!twccn the zones tha t were 
previously mentioned should 
be person·related, nOl. vehicle
related Some of what is hap· 
pening in downtown 
Vancouver, for example, is 
good The old industrial area, 
on GI".m vilie Island, is now an 
integml mix of housing. retail 
space, market pL1ce, recreation 
areas, footpaths and cycle 
paths. All of this is within el.sy 
reach of the core (using public 
transit). 

Another example is Nuuk, 
Greenland, where the schools 
are accessible by pathways and 
bridges, so there are no main 
roods to cross. It is a curious 
paradox that in the land of 
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Disney, where there is such a 
current proliferntion of themat
ic enclaves, there is very little 
design and planning with chil
dren in mind 

Micro-level 
As it will be some time yet 
before planning and urban 
design enables children to 
participate in their environ
ments, we might have to make 
a Slart at the micro-level of 
neighbourhoods. People who 
have taken the lime to study 
children in the urlxtn environ
ment come from a very broad 
range of disciplines, for 
example architecture, planning. 
environmental psychology, 
recreation, medicine and so on. 
However, some of the things 
that they h.we collectively 
OOIiced include 

• Differing sightlines (jig 2) 

• Scale, proponion and 
distance 

".3 
• Anthropometries 

• ErgonomiCS (jig 3J 
• Colonization of small 

spaces (fig 4) 

• Prospect and refuge 

Some of my own research, 
which has taken place in vari
ous settings (classrooms, clinics, 
hospitals, playgrounds, housing 
estates, airports and the stre(1) 

WINTER CITIES 

has pro
duced a 
myriad of 
behavioural 
and environ
mental infor
mation 

\---~ --l 
l.-~ .. -,-.,....j. 

The Northern 
Ecological Model 
(fig. V 
This model is a result of 
combining the kind of design
relevant information which has 
already been alluded to with 
northern appropriate design 
and planning information The 
latter component is also a 
blending of climate-related 
criteria and socio<ultural infor
mation, which comes from 
observing people and 
movement patterns in small 
northern communities. 

This model demonstrntes the 
way a community is able to 
expand and contract; 001 in a 
physical sense, but in the way 
people are able to accomplish 
things and move around In 
design principle terms, winter 
is concerned with 'refuge' in 
varying degrees. Of course, 
'pf05pect' may also be afforded 
when viewing the low winter 
sun from a wind-sheltered spot. 
The summer season however, 
promotes expansion through 
the use of the sensory environ
ment and the external range. 

11)e qualities listed below 
would be pan of a community 
model of this type 

," . " 

.- . - ,.4 

• ClimatC{l.ppropriate 
orientation 

• High-densilY 
and compactness 

Qustering of units 
and structures 

Using natural topographic 
forms for buffering and 
proIection 

Having a central 
meeting/gathering place 

This model could lend itself 
to a small community by itself; 
or be pan or a town or neigh
bourhood A sense of place 
would allow for child-panicipa
tion in a natura~ risk-free but 
challenging setting. 

MicOOe{ BorfOl~ Dip/. Arch, MA, 
!'ila)/! Architect muJ Principal if 
Circumpolar Rcsmrcb muJ l)esi8'1 
for Archila;;lIIre 

Address li 'X~llmll O"e:ram~ 
Wbi~ YK YIA 5C7, amado 

e-mail: Mk:ixlcUklrfOtllljpuyiua 
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Heavy snowfall no match fo/' Prince Georges Snow Task Group 

By FRANK BLUES, PUBLIC 
WORKS OPERATIONS MANAGER, 
01Y Of PRINCE GEORGE 

Prince George is a thriving 
community of approximately 
00,000, located at the junction 
of the Fraser and Nechako 
rivers ill the geographic centre 
of British Columbia. Winter 
1:t.StS aoout five months, bring· 
ing an average 225 an of snow 
and average January tempera
tures of -10 degrees Celsius. 

The winter of 1990/91 was 
instrumental in changing the 
way the city managed its sno.v 
and ice control opt'l"3tions. 
Heavy continuous snowfall 
and an operation that was dri· 
ven by effICiency and COSlled 
to a significant number of 
complaints and demand for 
change. [n the !atC 19OCls, City 
Council had also completed the 
development of a mission 
statement that focused on the 
delivery of service and the pro
vision of an excellent quality 
of life. The ch.11lcnge was to 
take snow and ice control 
operations through the change 
process and deliver excellent 
service. 

A Mayor's Snow Task Group 
was struck to revk'W winter 
operations and the city's Snow 
Policy The policy stated that 
SIlCAV would be plowed from 
cJa;vntown and arterial roads 
when the depth exceeded 75 
an and in residential areas 
when the d(.'pth exceeded 10 

cm. The Mayor's task force 
included representatives from 
counci~ senior managcmem, 
and members from the various 
levels of public works and sup" 
port departments including 
Bylaw. Resource people includ
ing contractors within the com
munity were also invited to 
particip3te and provide input 
111e objectives of the Task 
Group were clear. 

o Allow reasonable accessibility 
for pedestrians and vehicles 
throughout the city. 

o Moo public expectations in 
managing snow and ice. 

The Task Group identified a 
number of areas for imprO'>'e
ments and operations staff 
were invited to identify oorri· 
ers that were viewed as "red 
tapc· and if eliminated would 
improve operations. 

I, 

One area of considerable pub
lic frustration was the blocking 
of residential driveways with a 
windrow of SIlOW and ice dur
ing residential plowing. This 
item was targeted for immedi
ate improvement and resulted 
in a pilot project to begin the 
follOWing winter. Snow and ice 
windrows were to be signifi
cantly reduced during plowing 
operations to permit reason
able access to and from resi· 
dential driveways. 

To solve this problem, a grad
er equipped with a snow·g:ue 
was used. A gme is dropped to 
carry snow through the drive
way opening. and then opened 
so the snow and ice can be 
depo6ited on the far side of the 
driveway In heavier snowfall 
(greater th.1n ISO mm) the 
snow typica lly spills over the 
gate and leaves a small 



windrow. Driveways are 
opened for the approximately 
18,(0) properties located on 
curbed streetS 

TIle pilot project proved that 
ope ning driveways was indeed 
practical and possible. TIle ser
vice was implemented city
wide in the winter of 1992/93. 
While the gate does not do a 
perfect job of clearing snow 
from drivC\wys, the public 
response was overwhelming 
with many letters of apprecia
tion submitted 10 the City and 
the local newsJXl,per's editorial 
JXlge. Thc public acceptance of 
this service along with a com
mitment from management to 
elimimllc "red tape" was well 
received by snow crews who 
began to take a renewed pride 
in delivering the best possible 
service to the community. The 
stage was set to continue the 
process of dtange, which over 
Ihe next six years evoh'ed 
from :l budget-driven 10 a ser
vice-driven operalion. TIle 

W I N t E~ CitiE S 

most notable changes include 

• Reduced lime to clear snow 
off 540 km of aly streets 
from 55 days to 35 d1YS. 

• Strict enfo rcement of winter 
parking restrictions since 
parked vehicles slowc:.xi dO\vn 
opt'rntions and left snO\v on 
cleared StreetS after vehicles 
leave their p::arking spots. 

• A new policy on hiring effec
tive equipment and operators. 

• Emphasis on impw.'ed train
ing for city winter operators. 

• Establishment of a 24-hour, 
·snow lj ne~ to receive ques
tions or concerns from the 
public. 

Costs of managing snow and 
ice can vary between $3 mil
lion and $6 million depending 
upon the actual winter condi
lions. TIle budget in the early 
90s was appro.'(im3tcly $2.5 mil
lion and today the budget is 
$3.8 millio n. High expenditures 

• 

are covered using a snow 
reserve accoum built up from 
surplus money in low expendi
ture years. Pan of this increase 
in cost is d ue to thc increase in 
Ihe City's population during 
the 90s from 75,rnJ to 8O,rnJ 
and the associated increase in 
rood networks 

The public response to the 
changes implemented has been 
support of and a willingness to 
p::ay for the increased service to 
sustain the quality of life in the 
nonh. City crews continue to 
inn(W;lte and experiment with 
new methods and equipment 
to meet the cver-changing 
demands for improved services. 
Operations emphasize o ur 
internal and external communi
cations processes and the use 
of the media to keep the pub
lic informed City Council's mis
sion 10"VrcNide an excellent 
quality of life" is being suppan
cd by our winter operations. 

• 
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Sustainable Urban 
Settlement Patterns 
BY PROFESSOR NORMAN PR~lAN () 

A serious crisis 
conf runts us 

born " 
citizens of our 
o~\'n COWltries 
and as global 
dtizens. 111is 
was f!X:lT1pha· 
sized at the 
Kyoto confer

ence, held just over one year 
ago, dealing with pollution, 
global wanning and ecological 
oohnre We must - at any ca;t -
reduce the harm caused by 
ineffIcient use of energy, land, 
and resources:; by an insatiable 
use of the private car which 
continues to fuel pollution and 
urton spraw~ and by an urban 
form that is neither terribly ratio
nal in its spatial conftguration 
nor one which stirs the soul. 

Some of the factors which will 
assist in creating a higher qtl3IiIY 
of urban life are clean air, safe 
Streets, gocx:l public tr:I.nsport, 
and well designed public spaces, 
cycle p:!IDs and pedestrian 
rn(l\'crnent syStems - which are 
at leas!: partially clim:ue
prD(ected, close \0 transit stops. 
These will have to be integr:atoo 
in 1(1).\'" planning and urban 
design. 

The North American city has 
experienced successi\'C phases of 
uroon development - industrial 
growth, automobile dominance 
and suburtxm sprawl of the 
post-war era. 1llese events have 
left an indelible mark on the 
structure of tilies. From its 
inception, the car has been 
responsible for shaping the 

urlxin form and the landscape of 
the modem tity (since the lID) 
especially in North America. As 
pollution and congestion worsen 
and the appetite for private 
space increases, the inhabitants 
of cities move to the suburbs in 
order to live in what is 
perceived as a more desirable 
environment - less crowded, 
safer, less polluted, less 
congested and less d1ngerous. 
However, this phenomenon of 
movement and relocation fuels 
the need for greater car owner
ship, caf dependence, and 
private commuting to city 
centres and, in North America, 
"suburlxm centres" also known 
as "edge tities" which are often 
map- sources of employment 
Consequently, suburban living 
becomes automobile dependent. 
Shopping and work in Nonh 
America typically rely heavily 
on individual private mobility. 

The development of tities has 
gradually generated a transporta
tion infrastructure that decentral
i1.ed and dispersed urban form. 
Planning exciush·ely basal on 
the car is dangerous, costly, 
wasteful and economically 
inefficient It fails 10 rea::gnize 
underutilised and underdevel
oped sites suited for develop
ment in the inner cities; fails to 
take advantage of existing and 
underused infrastructur~ fails to 
reduce automobile reliance. New 
roods, new infrastructure and 
new suburban communities 
continue to underuse the exist
ing resources of cities. MorOO'o"er, 
they continue {() devastate and 
exploit the natural environment 

Quite simply, the automobile as 
a constant variable factored into 
transport planning policies 
combined with titditional 
pallcms of Iow-dcnsity develop
ment consume staggering 
amounts of land and energy 
Nearly onc-third of land in cities 
worldwide is devoted to cars. In 
the US and Canada, every 
kilometre of freeway occupies a 
toul of six hectares of land The 
growth and development of 
urban areas have resulted in a 
significant corwersion of land 
from rural and natural uses [0 
urban uses over rerent decades. 
The transportation and environ
mental problems confronting 
our tities and regions suggest 
that automobile dependency 
needs to be reduced There 
exists st rong evidence to assume 
that the scope of these problems 
will worsen, perhaps to a state 
of irreversibility if not addressed 
immediately If greater sustain
ability is to be pan of. urban 
developmem. ruternall\"e5 to the 
car - public transport, cycling. 
walking - and a corresponding 
urban form conducive to their 
use will have to emerge. In 
essence, a healthier mexia! split 
must occur. The transport 
problems of the modem city 
necessitate land use and innova" 
tive long·range ooncepts which 
promote sustainable uroon form. 
There are two basic types of 
development: centrifugal and 
centripetal The former stresses 
peripheral extensions while the 
laller emphasizes central area 
infill It is essential, if car-depen· 
dency is to be reduced or stabi-
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lized - 10 make investment 
decisions that promote de\oelCl(> 
men! in central city districts and 
cunail sprawl If policy does fIOI 

stimulate such development, 
then peripher:1l growth will 
a\lract funher use of cars,gener
aling dcrrmnd for morc roads, 
parking. and tr:mslXlfHclated 
infrastruC1ure 'nlis is a vicious 
cycle that is diffICUlt 10 break, 
once it has gathered substantial 
momentum 
A decentralized, sprawled uroon 
form also n!SullS in the loss of a 
a'r:s public realm that is essen
tia to human imeT:lction and 
health. SuburtxlIl development, 
away from the city's centre, is 
based primarily Ofl a desire 10 
distance oneself from the ~lls' of 
the city (especially in Nonh 
America). The effect of this type 
of dC\"eJopmcot is often the 
displacement of functions and 
activities 10 O\Jtward, suburban 
locations which adversely affects 
the role of the cit y centre -
making it unsafe and underused 

Many medium-si7.e European 
cities ha\"e introduced measures 
10 discourage private car depen
dency and use. Strnsbourg. 
France was awarded the 1996 

Eur~Jn prize for excellence in 
public transpon by re-introduc
ing tramways, improving bus 
services and imegr.lIing park 
and ride pr~ that included a 
free tram ticket or bus ticket 
Together, its policies resulted in 
reducing car traffic in the city 
centre by 17% Second place 
went to Lindau, Germany, and 
third place to lnnsbruck, Austri:L 
In Austria, Salzburg has managed 
to achieve a Sla!18ffing modal 
split whereby 63% of all trips 
are now made by public transit, 
walking and cycling. 
Additionally, a private radiCHaxi 
company picks up dose to 
so,OCO evening passengers· a 
SYSiem simihr to that of 
"Treintaxi" which is popular in 
the Netherlands. This innovative 
Dutch sySlem, only panly subsi
dized by the Dutch Railway, the 
local municipalities who arc 
panners in the project, :md the 
Ministry of Transpon and 
Waterways, provides a normal 
(axi service within a radius of 
approximately six kilometres 
from the train Slation for rail 
passengers holding a train ticket 
The price of the treintaxi is a 
mere six guilders ($4.0:)) and 
mUSt be obIained when the 
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train ticket is purchased This 
reduces the number of cars 
drculating within the city and 
imprcwes air qu.1lity. 

Mail sm.11l Swiss cities ha\-e 
completely pedcstrianized their 
town centres and have Slrongly 
promoted public tr:msil over car 
travel largely for social and 
environmental reasons (to 
redoce pollution levels, save the 
forestS, protect scenic built and 
natural landscapes, and save 
scarce and highly valuable hnd} 
The Swiss have aOO achjeo,-ed 
intcrmodal integration by 
linking commuter and light nil, 
trolleybus, bus, (nll1, park and 
ride facilities, l.1ke-stC"Jmcrs, 
moUnl.1in nilw:ay, and cable car 
services. Railways:and airline; 
are inlegr:ned so (ha( train 
Slations serving inlernatiooal 
destinations can be found below 
the major llirpons of Zurich and 
Geneva and baggage can be 
checked from any nil station in 
Switzerbnd to destinations 
anywhere Swissair flies via the 
"Fly-Rail" concept, pioneered by 
Swissair and the Swiss Feder:aJ 
Railway. This is exemplary from 
a sustainable perspective. 

• 
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Recent North American innova
tions include, for example: 

• A "free-hus' , within the 
central business district in 
Denver, Colorado, for pas
sengers who ha\'e used the 
light-rail commuter system 

• A "no-fare" ride zone on the 
light-rJilline sector which 
falls within the central 
dmvntown area of Calgary, 
Albert:~ 

\X'estem Europe has adopted 
policies that clearly promote 
public transit linking ex-urban 
districts 10 the central cities; 
stimulate high.quality public 
spaces for human encounter; 
and discourage endless low
density suburbia based on strip 
or ribbon development and 
regional, car-oriented shopping 
malls. Acting tcgcthcr, these 
policies based on stabilization or 
reduction of cars have the 
{XItcmial of redudng future car 
usc over the next 1,.20 years by 
up to 20% of what could be 
c:xpected if no action at all were 
taken 

Strategies to Encourage 
Walking Cycling 
and Transit 
Numerous strategies, operating 
on different leveIs, can assist in 
diminishing car dependency 
particularly in places where land 
is scarce, or extremely expensive, 
or where roads and parking lOIS 
destroy the basic fabric that 
contributes to livable, healthy 
environments. Simultaneously, 
they promote cleaner, greener 
modes of movement. The most 
effective planning principles 
required to achieve a better 
balance between cars and public 
transit (including walking and 
cycling) are those that attempt 
to deal with: 

land use. 

parking policy. 
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road pricing 

traffic calming. 
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routing design to stimulate 
bicycle commuting and 
transit. 

• climatic prOleaion to 
encourage walking and 
cycling 

The environments that can 
benefit from climate-proleaion 
strategies and improved micro
climatic conditions arc those 
which connect imponant nodes 
of activity such as sh~ and 
public transport stops, public 
spaces and cycle-parking zones, 
mapr institutional buildings and 
high·use functions (e.g railway 
or bus stations). If these strategies 
also contribute toward energy 
conservation and environmental 
prOleaion, they will have made a 
powerful impact in improving 
urban quality. BOth phySical 
design and social organization 
have to work together to suppon 
everyday life, and urban architec
ture has an imponam role to 
play. Uroon design concept plans 
should indicate mapr pedestrian 
links bel:\veen origins and desti· 
nations suggesting where climati
cally sheltered zones might be 
realil.ed. In areas of significant 
pedestrian and cycle activity, 
consideration should be given to 
the requirement for weather 
protection devices such as 
canopies, awnings, arcades and 
colonnades. 

Climatic protection also increases 
the power of economic anrac
tion when a regional centre 
competes with other centres for 
business and shoppers. A project 
for total climate protection (by 
glazing<JVer the entire mapr 
pedestrian shopping streef and 
adpcent car·free zone) in the 
small town of Vlissingen, The 
Netherlands, (which experiences 
abundant wind and rain~ 
completed in 1992, has met with 
immense success by increasing 
the regional shopping nldius by 

an additional \0 kilometres. 

If walking :lIld cycling (the 
soft/slow modes) could be 
encouraged (through improve
ment of collective transport 
modes) and continuous paths 
and networks for pedestrians 
implemented where people live, 
work and play, then the public 
and semi·public spaces of the 
city's fabric which are woven 
into these paths could be appro
prialed for a wider range of 

"""'-
New attitudes (especially in 
North America) wil! be required 
if funding, participatory 
measures, legislative means and 
marketing are 10 evolve with the 
intent of making serious changes 
to our behaviour and with 
respect to how we move around. 
All scales of development wi!! 
have to be tackled simultane
ously. Solutions developed for an 
urban region will significantly 
affect Slr:negies targeted at 
Sl)(.'cific, localized pans of the 
city. If quality in urban life is 
demanded, then walking must 
ultimately be viewed as part of 
the overall plan, and as a 
constituent element of the 
broader civic space. 

Attractive and well-managed 
streetS and open spaces form the 
essence of urban life. They 
should be genuinely public in 
nature as a counterthrust to the 
£l."3dual disappearance of public 
life resulting from large "atrium
style" shopping malls downtown 
and in the suburbs. Social enjoy· 
ment, visual plea5ure, climatic 
comfort, efficient mobility, strong 
identity and sensory stimulation 
must be viewed as goals 10 
which the spatial organizalion of 
the cilY should aspire. All cities 
must evoke a sense of place 
with unique attributes univer
sally recognized and appreciated, 
in every season. 
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Ci of Li hts 
BY STEVE SCHROPSHIRE 

Anchorage is fortunate to have 
a Mayor in office who is very 
connected to his physical 
surroundings. A main focus of 
his administration has been 
encouraging residems and 
businesses to "Take Pride and 
Take Part!" by Il<lrticipating in a 
variety of city-wide beautifica
tion programs, such as the "City 
of Lights" program. 

The program \vas started by 
the Anchorage Chamber of 
Commerce in 1983. However, it 
1;Vas not until our curren! 
l'>byor, Rick Mystrom, made 
beautification a priority, lending 
multiple municipal resources to 

the program, that it gained in 
lX}J'ularitY. 

TIle prCW'lm is a public 
/ private partnership between 
the Anchorage Chamber of 
Commerce, the Municipality of 
Anchorage, the Mayor's 
Beautification Task Force, the 
Anchorage Convemion & 
Visitor'S Bureau and many 
companies and 
individuals. 

When days begin to shorten 
to a minimum of fi\'e hours of 
d1ylight, miles of str:mds of 
tiny white lights are placed on 
trees, shrubs and buildings, 
transforming Anchorage into a 
wimer wonderland of 
sparkling beauty. 

AEIO'I'J; 811$1'_ awl barnes uilh lhe 
besllighls display ca" I/;n prizes! 

RJC,tre ligbtsalpi'l8 is big husi'lI!SS in 
AIlCbaram uith approxfmlltdy 6J) 
percer,t r:f homes lind iJllsil1esstlS 
/Xlrrki/Xl1in& 

Today, you \vOUld be hard 
pressed to drive down any 
street and not see at least 
one home or business illumi
nated. People are more cre
ative each year in the way 
they usc the millions of minia
ture whi te lights that are sold. 
We used to just hang them up 
- now we wrap them around 
each tree limb, swirl them 
through tree branches, create 
waterfall affects on the sides 
of buildings, etc. 

This program has spurred on 
a new business classification, ie. 
"Lightscapers." Landscaping 
businesses have been very suc
cessful at using their design tal
ents in the winter months by 
charging for their services to 
illuminate homes and business-

j 
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es. Ughtscapers were busy all 
winter long with customers on 
waiting lists. 

Everyone can pmtidpatc in the 
City of Lights prCW'dln We sim
ply ask residents and businesses 
10 put their tights up in October 
and keep them on through the 
dark winter months. When the 
last musher crosses the finish 
line in Nome (USlk1!ly the sec
ond week in March) it's time to 
tum them ofT. 

Retail Stores love the progrnm. 
The fact thai the City of LightS 
Committee works with local 
media panners to promote the 
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program gels people out in the 
stores purchasing the latest 
"thing" in miniature white light
ing. for the past two years, 
most stores have sold out, at 
lC'dSt once, on various styles of 
miniature white lights 
Approximately 60 percent of 
businesses and 60 percent or 
residential homes panicipate in 
the program by lightsc'.tping. 

TIle committee also conducts 
a contest each season, S(.'cking 
the best miniature white light 
displays. The Grand Prize 
Winner is rewarded with a 
round-trip for twO to Hawai~ 
including accommodations. 

With the City of Lights pro. 
gmm, everyone wins. Crime 
has decre'Jsed; the streets and 
neighbourhoods are well illu
minated and safe for drivers 
and pedestrians; retailers and 
Iightscapers aTC able to turn a 
profit; and for those who suffer 
from light deprivation it makes 
getting though our cold, dark 
wimer a lot more enjoyable. 
And if those things arc not 
enough, it simply just makes 
Anchorage a morc beautirul 
place to live, work and play. 
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Winter Cities 1999: 

A Personal View 
BY MIQIAEI. L BARTON 
FJRST VICE-PRESIDENT, WCA, NOR11i AMERICA 

up. It 
sure they 

When the plane touched 
~n at the airport, it 
seemed remarkably bright 
and sunny. It was in fuct plus 
3 degrees. The night before in 
Vancouver, it \Y:I.S raining ~lIld 
blowing a gale. It felt colder! 
My spouse Donna and J were 

shuttle service which had 
arrival On the \vay into 

driver chatted 10 lhe 
who had been similarly 

conversnion, bul 

Regulars at Winter Cities events enjoy meeting 
old friends and colleagues, whilst also meeting 
new ones. The new delegates enjoy meeting 
each other. Typically, there is so much activity 
that is crammed into four or five clays, it would 
be almost impossible to be bored This activity is 
a stimulating mix of learning and socializing. 
The host city people become tOO involved to 
actually enjoy much of the action themselves. 
Some of the younger ones do manage somehow, 
although this means getting by on about three 
or four of hours sleep a nighl The mayor and 
council playa signirJca.nl rotc at these events It 
affords them a good opportunity to look good 
and to be human and normal like the rest of us. 
Mayors and councilors, who are worth their salt, 
can gain a considerable amount of cr<.'CIibility 
during a Forum. Certainly, ha;t city mayor Colin 
Kinsley (as well as councilor and committee 
chairperson Anne Martin) must have won a 
good deal of support for their efforts and 
chamling interpersonal manners. 

The successful organization of a WCA Forum 
~ in itself, a hard act. It requires the right 
amount of blending of serious and oot-so-seri-

ous deliveries. As a presenter myself, J am aware 
that presenters tend to be more critical than 
most. lienee, when one receh'CS good and posi
tive responses from Other presemers, this is a 
real boost! 

The keynote speaker at Forum '99, Or. David 
FOOl, delivered an opening address entitled 
"Boom, Bust and Echo: Opportunities and 
Challenges for Winter Cities.~ Dr. Foot has gained 
quite a reput.1tion for identifying economic 
opportunities from demographic studies, espe
cially in respect to the "baby Ixxmier" phenome
non. I think the -for wimer cities" pan might 
have been t.1cked on for our benefil 

Dr. FOOl was quite unlike any other cconomiSI 
[ have met or seen. He "1:xJomed, busted and 
echoed" his way through the presemation 
Although Ihis was not my cup of tea, Dr. FOOl 
seemed to be able 10 carry along a lot of the 
audience Wilh his performance. Most of the pre
semations that [ was able to attend were very 
good and ..... ell-recei nxl J also heard excellent 
rCJX>l1S about some of the Others that I missed 
All in al~ the ...... orkshops appeared to elicit a 
very favourable response. I particularly enjoyed 
meeting Other presenters and exchanging ideas 
and perspectives. In fact, exchanging ideas and 
perspectives is one of the key reasons for any
one to attend a WeA Forum 

Meeting again with Peter Barfoed, from Nuuk, 
Greenland, was a very pleasant experience. 
Although we have corresponded on a variety of 
issues and themes, I h.1dn't seen Peter himself 
for 300ut five years. From what I saw and heard 
at the Forum, Pcler was a big hil His soft·spo
ken and humble manner appeared to elicit a 
warm response from the people who auended 
his presentations. He has managed 10 blend his 
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serious side (archilCCluraJ design and planning) 
with his "fun~ side, (snow sculpture expert), 10 
great effect His ,vorkplace in Nuuk has been 
transfonned imo a snow castle, complete with 
lower and crenell11ioos. Apparently, Peter's 
workplace is now a community centre and 
dTOJ>'in cyber caft, as well as being a profession
al offICe where award-winning designs are pro
du""-

It is prolxtbly fair to say lhal interes in snow-
sculpting was fired up somewhat by the ex:lffi

pies outside the Civic Centre al the Forum The 
'ZCr<x:le:lfllllce' fire unit, which \vas built into a 
cosy firepbce and flue next to a sofa with 
reclining bear, all made from snow; was a natur· 
al setling for the 'bundle-up' Ixtrbeque. I think I 
heard that Prince George is planning 10 have 
their own snow sculpture festival. TIlis is a great 
idea, and onc which is sure to have m:my spin
ofTs. as both Sapporo, ):I]Xln and Nuuk, 
Green[:mcl have discovered 

II was exciling to heir Patrick Coleman 
announce Ihal Quebec City will host Forum 
2001 This has to be one of the Illait interesting 
of all the winter cities. and has a lot to ofTer the 
winter visitor, including the famous carnivaL its 
unique location, grC3t culture, nearly 400 years 
of history, and superb restaurants. Perhaps 
Celine Dion will come and sing for us. The 
M.1}Urs Conference and Forum 2000, which will 
be in lulea and Kiruna, Sweden, is also shaping 
up nicely for next year. II may be the only 
chance we1l ever get to go ski-pring behind a 
reindeer! Also, I expect mayor Colin Kinsley will 
be practising his form for the local kick-sled 
rnce; 

On the return fl ight [ spoke to a man from 
Dawson City, Yukon. I-{e had not heard of the 
Winter Cities Association until this year. He also 
told me th:lt the idea of celebra ting winter had 
not occurred to him before. He said that the pre
sentations (including mine, he was kind enough 
to say) had changed his perspective quite 
markedly He would be spreading the word now, 
he said, and would be getting the people of his 
communit y more involved in the cooler six 
months of the year. And rea ll y, this is the main 
point of it all. Two weeks in ,"lorida is very nice, 
but that stiJllC:lVC$ five and a half months of 
the nonhern winter season. If we all recognise 
this, we can help to make our communities 
more livable. 
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